UK Grant Sources as of May 2005 from the Community Woodland Association in Scotland
TREE COUNCIL

The scheme – small grants for tree planting 

Eligibility – schools, local authority, community groups

Contact - write to 71 Newcomen Street, London, SE1 1YT, phone 020 7407 9992, fax on 020 7407 9908, got to the website at http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/ or email them at info@treecouncil.org.uk
Deadline – 31 May 2005 for autumn planting

 

 

INCREASE 
The scheme - to support community-based recycling, reuse, composting, waste minimisation and waste education projects, across Scotland. There is no limit to the number of projects any one organisation can apply for funding for, and there is no prerequisite for match funding.

Amount - a two-tier grant scheme supporting small projects between £5k to £30k, and larger more strategic projects from £30k up to £200k.

Eligibility - projects must be delivered by a community waste sector organisation. For the purpose of this fund, "community waste sector organisation" is defined as: "a non profit distributing organisation, which provides added value services to communities in relation to waste reduction, reuse, recycling and composting". This definition includes community organisations that are not already involved with waste management but would like to become involved. Full details of the eligibility criteria can be found on the Increase website.

Contact - For more information go to www.increase-programme.org.uk, email info@increase-programme.org.uk, or phone the helpline on 0870 190 5278.
Deadline - The decision process takes about 4-6 weeks and all projects and funding must be completed and spent by March 2006.

 

 

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL RENEWAL SCHEME - (see also AFN Sept 2004)

The scheme - aims to support a range of community based projects that improve the local environment for communities within 5 miles of a quarry or which have been impacted by quarrying and involve the local community and demonstrate social and/or economic benefit to the local community.

Eligibility - To be considered eligible for grant, one of the following must apply: 

a) Projects within 5 miles of a quarry will not need to demonstrate a link with quarrying, but will have to fit within the following themes: 

· landscape and community recreation 

· habitat restoration and local biodiversity 

· protection of historic environment 

· pollution mitigation 

· geological work 
or 
b) Projects more than 5 miles from a quarry will be eligible if they address some impact of quarrying activity and fit within one of the 5 themes listed above (e.g. visual impact, noise, dust, pollution, transport, loss of habitat). This would mainly apply to routes affected by quarry traffic.   

Only quarries that pay the Aggregates Levy will be considered. This includes quarries that commercially extract crushed rock, gravel, sand, but excludes limestone, cut stone, coal, clay and soil. There are limited exemptions. Applicants will be expected to verify whether the quarry pays the levy.  

Disused quarries will count provided that they would have been subject to the Levy had they been in operation today. However sites that have been inactive since before 1950 are excluded, unless you can demonstrate a continuing effect. 

Amount - £5k - £100k with an average of £20k

Contact – go to the Forward Scotland website, phone 0141 222 5650 or email cers@forward-scotland.org.uk 

NB The last round of projects funded included play areas, play equipment, sports areas, multi- activity facilities and skateboarding areas.

Deadline – 26 April, 23 November 2005

 

THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE FUND 

The scheme – loans and grants to building preservation trusts and other charities for restoration projects across the UK

Amount – Feasibility Study Grants up to 75% of the cost of a feasibility study. The maximum grant is normally £5,000, but can be up to £7,500 for exceptionally large or complex projects. 
Refundable Project Development Grants - these are refundable grants, normally of up to £15,000 but sometimes more, for specific professional fee and other development costs needed to take a project forward after the feasibility study stage, and to obtain other funding. Eligible work may for example include measured drawings, specifications, detailed costings, survey work, business plans or conservation statements or plans, and so on. The grant disbursed is usually consolidated into an AHF loan at a later stage and is repayable, together with interest at 4%, when the loan is repaid.
Project Organiser Grants / Project Administration Grants - these are grants of £4,000, usually disbursed in four equal instalments over 12 months, towards Building Preservation Trusts own non-professional costs incurred in taking a project forward. Project organiser grants and project administration grants are available to building preservation trusts.
Eligibility - The AHF helps voluntary and community groups. To qualify for help, you need to be a registered charity, note that they cannot help private or commercial owners. The building(s) must be listed, and/or scheduled as an ancient monument, and/or in a Conservation Area.

Contact - www.ahfund.org.uk/finance.html or phone 020 7925 0199 

Deadline – 26 May, 25 August and 10 November
 

DIXON'S GROUP FOUNDATION 
The scheme - National retailer Dixon's Group supports a variety of charitable causes through the Dixon's Group Foundation and local sponsorship. DGF's main focus is in the following areas: crime, health, employees, regeneration, education, social inclusion.
Amount - from £100 - £10,000. Most donations are for gift vouchers or cash for £2,000 or less. 
To apply - application forms are available from the Community Relations Team, Dixon's Group Plc, Maylands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TG
Deadline: no deadline given

 
 

LANKELLY FOUNDATION

The scheme - The Lankelly Foundation has issued substantially revised guidelines for applicants that will run for the next four years. £3m - £4m will be available annually. The Foundation welcomes applications for black and minority ethnic groups and looks favourably on work in rural areas. Funding will be available for: 

Arts – rural, special needs, dance.

Transgenerational work with communities e.g. community drama
Breaking cycles of abuse - violence, poverty, exclusion through work with families, children and young people. This includes domestic abuse, rape and sexual abuse services and prostitution.
Domestic violence perpetrator programmes for non-convicted men.
Children and young people over 5 who are at risk of being marginalised due to multiple deprivation.
Developing communities – creating wealth and employment opportunities.
Supporting community enterprise – see The Development Trusts Association at www.dta.org.uk 
Mental health – black and ethnic minority work; therapy, exercise or arts activities for those in secure units.
Heritage – rural parish churches (Listed Grade 1), rural almshouses, buildings of architectural merit and historic merit used by the community, with a priority for rural areas.
Offenders – resettlement, refugees/asylum seekers, needs of black and ethnic prisoners and their families, dance and drama projects.

Amount – varies with the different programmes
Contact – go to the Lankelly Foundation website, write to The Director, The Lankelly Foundation, 2 The Court, High Street, Harwell, Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 0EY or phone 01235 820044
Deadline – apply in writing anytime. Allow up to 6 months for processing.

 
THE RAYNE FOUNDATION 
The scheme - The Foundation concentrates its support on projects in the UK that fit into one or more of the following four categories: arts; education; health/medicine; social welfare /development.
They support all types of art and culture in the arts sector. But their current areas of interest in the arts sector are: 

· building projects for performance /display/conservation facilities (but not building maintenance or repairs) 
· specialist arts-education organisations or the education department of general arts organisations which help children and young people with the transition between the different levels of formal education.
They are unlikely to support applications for performances, temporary exhibitions or festivals.
Amount - between £5,000 - £20,000 

Eligibility - registered charities whose work helps society’s most vulnerable or disadvantaged individuals, especially children, young people and the elderly. 

Contact  -go to www.raynefoundation.org.uk
Deadline: apply anytime

 

YOUTH PROGRAMME

The scheme - A youth exchange brings together groups of young people from different backgrounds from two or more countries, providing them with an opportunity to discuss and confront various themes, whilst learning about each other’s countries and cultures. 

The YOUTH programme specially encourages the involvement of young people with fewer opportunities. The duration of the exchange activity should be between six and 21 days, excluding travel. The starting point should always be the interest expressed by the young participants themselves. The exchange should have a thematic concept which the groups wish to explore together and which is directly related to the everyday experience of the participants. Examples of themes are music, films, local heritage, environment, information technology, racism, xenophobia and drug abuse.

Amount –total project cost cannot be covered by YOUTH alone. Therefore, all partners’ contributions in cash or in kind are crucial in covering the total project cost. As far as possible, the participants should take part in the fund-raising activities, so that they are fully involved in project preparation. Calculation of the Community grant is based on actual travel and exceptional costs, on fixed amounts for all other costs relating to the project and on flat rates per participant per day.

Eligibility – those taking part should be aged 15-25. Exchanges between Programme countries can be bilateral, trilateral or multilateral.

The following activities are not eligible for grants under the YOUTH programme:

statutory meetings of organisations, holiday travel, language courses, school class exchanges, academic study trips, performance tours, competitions, exchange activities which can be classed as tourism, exchange activities which aim to make financial profit. Any youth exchange should have a minimum of 16 and a maximum of 60 participants. 

Contact -  go to http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/program/guide/action1_en.html
 

 

EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY SERVICE

The scheme - an EVS project allows a young person to be a volunteer in another country for a specified period, normally between 6 and 12 months. Voluntary service activities can take place, for example, in the field of the environment, arts and culture, activities with children, young people or the elderly, heritage, or sports and leisure.

Eligibility – you should be between 18-25. Those with fewer opportunities are a priority group. Any type of non-governmental organisation, an association, a local authority or any other non-profit-making local initiative can be a sending organisation. Any type of non-governmental organisation, an association, a local authority or any other non-profit-making local initiative can be a host organisation.

Amount – costs are expected to be shared by the sending and host organisations. The European YOUTH programme grant will cover some specific costs and contribute to the activity costs of the sending and host organisations.

Contact http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/program/guide/action2_en.html 

Deadlines - 1 June, 1 September and 1 November. For projects involving third countries the deadlines are 1 June and 1 November.
 

ILAM OPEN SPACE INNOVATION AWARD 

The scheme - to promote the imaginative improvement of the open space environment by recognising the most innovative scheme undertaken to enhance the use of a single, publicly accessible park or open space. Applications should describe what has been achieved and indicate how the new work programme will build on that existing base of successful practice. The 2005 Award will comprise a site-specific plaque and a trophy to be retained by the winner.

Contact - an entry form can be downloaded from www.ilam.co.uk/pol-osma.asp or e-mail brendaburton@ilam.co.uk
To apply - complete the initial entry form to register your interest 
Deadline  - 31 May 2005 for the initial entry form. Your full submission should be sent electronically to brenda.burton@ilam.co.uk by 30 June 2005 


 

LET’S DO THE SHOW RIGHT HERE! – BBC RADIO SCOTLAND 
BBC Radio Scotland is about to start production for the fourth series of their fundraising programme “Let’s Do The Show Right Here”. For the programme they want to team up with local community groups who are trying to raise money for a cause in their area e.g. refurbishing a community hall, helping a local charity. They’d like to hear from community groups who want to stage a fundraising variety show at a local hall. BBC Radio Scotland will help by bringing presenter, Bryan Burnett, along with another celebrity act especially for the evening. In return a radio programme following the progress of the group as they put the show together will be produced, giving them publicity for the cause. The group gets to keep all the money they make from ticket sales. At the moment they are looking for community groups to be part of the next series. 

For more information and an application form call 0141 338 3475, e-mail righthere@bbc.co.uk or write to Room 4112, BBC, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow G12 8DG. 
 

