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9th October 2006



The scaffolding fencing consists of  scaffolding poles threaded through 5.5cm diameter holes cut in 
150mm X 150mm x 1.8m pressure treated softwood posts with crown top (apparently treated 
softwood is better than oak for this job). The posts holes are 60cm in depth and are 2 meters apart. 
In this case the fence had 3 rows of scaffolding poles as rails, apparently you can get away with just 
two. Each pole was set 30cm apart from the next. The poles are held in place by the associated gate 
post at one end and by boards firmly attached with screws at the other that are the same width, 
shape and length above ground as the end of the post. Where the fence is on a slope it seems that 
the holes are dug first to their respective depths, the posts are placed loosely in the holes and the 
scaffolding poles are then threaded through. With each of the scaffolding poles now in place the 
posts are moved into the correct positions and the holes filled in. Due to the slope and the 5.5cm 
diameter holes cut into the timber being only slightly larger than the diameter of the scaffolding pole, 
the pressure put onto the scaffolding pole by each of the subsequent  fence posts at lower levels as 
you move down the slope appears to be enough to hold the scaffolding poles in place (i.e. where the 
scaffolding pole comes into contact with the top of the cut hole through which it is threaded). To stop 
the poles from turning where the fence runs along a flat surface 6 inch nails have been hammered in 
across the top of the cut 5.5cm diameter holes. This may also make removal of the tube more 
difficult if the back board from the post is removed. Any excessive lengths of scaffolding tubing were 
cut off and removed.

As of 2006 the current price per meter for this fencing type (according to Groundwork the contractors 
utilised for this job) is £80.00 per meter. This may seem expensive but the posts alone are £30.00 
each. In the case of Gorse Covert Mounds we only fenced a few short meters and installed a 
disabled access kissing gate and a metal field gate across an access track.
An added extra may be to wire the softwood posts to make cutting them more difficult although the 
scaffolding poles being threaded through multiple posts should make removal of this fence 
problematic for vandals and hence act as a suitable deterrent to all but the most determined.

Specification.



Cromer Heavy Duty 
Steel Field Gate (Heavy 
Duty 7 rail D Loop): 3m 
(10’) width; 1.14 m 
height.

Price: £55.00

Woodstock Kissing Gate 
for Large mobility 
Vehicles (self closing) :

Height 1 to 1.2 m

Length 2.6m Max

Width 1.7m

Price: £255.00

Metal posts for gate 4.5”
hanging for one and 
second normal just for D 
Loop

Price: £65.00 for pair

Hanging post should go 
in about one meter.

Fence posts got to go in 
about 2 foot depth.

Access Provision.



30cm between poles

Posts 2 meters apart

Posts 150mm x 
150mm x 1.8m 
treated soft wood 
with crown tops.

5.5cm diameter 
holes for threading 
through scaffolding 
poles.



Scaffold Tube Fencing

Picture 1 showing similar fencing at 
nearby Radley Common. Fencing on 
level ground. Scaffolding tube held in 
place by presence of metal gate post 
at one end and by a wood abutment 
attached with screws at the other end, 
see picture 2.

Picture 1

Picture 2



Where the fence is installed on a slope 
the pressure exerted onto the top of the 
scaffolding pole by the cut hole at each 
successive post as you move down 
slope appears to be enough to hold the 
scaffolding firmly in place and prevent 
the tube from turning. See picture 3 
opposite. 

Picture 3



Where the fence is installed on flat 
ground 6 inch nails have been 
hammered through the top of the 5.5cm 
diameter holes to hold the tubes in place 
and stop them from turning. See picture 
4 opposite.

An alternative to the above specification is to have a fence constructed that consists completely of 
scaffold tubing welded together and then concreted into the ground. This can then be painted. This is 
a much tougher but less pretty version of the above.

Picture 4


