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This autumn will see some big decisions affecting UK woodland, when the Government publishes its definitive proposals for airport expansion.  Many of the schemes so far would be bad news for ancient woodland and any significant expansion of air travel is likely to help accelerate climate change.

In this bulletin, we feature a talk by Andrew Sharkey on progress towards meeting our key objectives and we focus on how we purchase woods.  There is news of some big grant aid awards for nature’s calendar and our rapidly expanding work in education.  We also look at why this is likely to be one of the most colourful autumns for many years.

As we get nearer to Christmas, our ever popular Christmas cards, calendars and seasonal tree dedication schemes are here again.  Please help us to promote them if you can.

The voluntary speakers scheme continues to improve in terms of numbers of talks done and amount of income raised.  Thanks to you all for your efforts.

Nick Sandford





Woods for sale

A question which often arises from voluntary speaker talks goes something like this:

“If I hear of a wood which is for sale, how do I let the Woodland Trust know about it and how will I know if it is of interest to you?”

The Woodland Trust used to say that we purchased on average one wood per week. In recent years, since the publication of our four key objectives in “Keeping Woodland Alive” in 1998, we have become more selective in the type of sites which we purchase.  

We are increasingly looking at acquisition and ownership as just one of several ways in which we can make progress towards our objectives.  A key consideration is whether bringing a wood into our ownership will make a significant difference to the future of the wood.  In particular we are interested in acquiring:

· Ancient woods and other woods of great conservation significance, which are threatened by a loss of an area or of their conservation value and where acquisition will remove this threat

· Ancient woodland, secondary woodland or land for the creation of woodland and associated habitats, where the Woodland Trust has opportunities to significantly improve biodiversity, which is otherwise unlikely to happen

· Ancient woodland, secondary woodland or land for the creation of woodland that could make a substantial contribution to increasing people’s understanding and appreciation of woodland due to its cultural significance or importance to the local community

· Extensions to our existing properties which improve their manageability, reduce long-term costs or where benefits will accrue from integrating management (eg with adjoining woods)

We aim to acquire and retain an interest in sites for as long as necessary to undertake actions that secure their future and that of the biodiversity they support.  In many cases, this will mean looking after sites in perpetuity.  Other than in exceptional circumstances, prior to purchase we will seek to identify funding to cover both the purchase and ongoing management costs.

Anyone hearing of a wood which is for sale should contact one of our land and property managers, who are responsible for new acquisitions in particular regions of the country.  Initially calls can be made to our Head Office in Grantham and ask for the Property Department.  It is useful if you can give us the name and location of the wood and contact details for the agent (if you have them).

The land and property manager in each case will first of all seek to obtain details of the property for sale from the agent.  A site visit may be arranged or information obtained from documentary sources (eg the inventory of ancient woodland).  A project approval group looks at the information and decides whether the site meets our acquisition criteria and what are the prospects for raising the necessary funds.  Promising cases are then investigated further before a final decision is made.
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A number of acquisitions are first notified to us by members and the public.  However, our land and property managers also adopt a proactive approach by keeping in contact with land agents in their area or by referring to relevant publications where woods for sale are advertised.

Other property issues:

The Woodland Trust’s Property Team also deal with a number of other issues relating to property management.

· Hunting licences: We do not allow access to fox hunts at the vast majority of our sites.  However, at around 60 sites, where there is a history of hunting and where the hunt is prepared to enter into an agreement with us, we allow very limited access to up to three members of the hunt.  More details on our hunting policy can be found on our website at www.woodland-trust.org.uk/campaigns
· Horse riding: Horse riders may use bridleways through our sites as of right.  We allow access on other paths where this does not compromise our conservation objectives for the site or cause conflict with other users.  At some sites, we allow horse access but seek to regulate it via a licence system.

One example is Joyden’s Wood in Kent, where the licences are administered by a local stables. 

· Leasing and Management agreements:  In some cases where sites include significant non-woodland habitats, we may seek to acquire them in partnership with another conservation body which has appropriate objectives and expertise.  In other cases, where our sites adjoin those run by other conservation bodies, we may enter into an agreement with them to secure integrated management.

Parts of Blean Woods, in Kent, are owned by ourselves and parts by the RSPB and English Nature.  We have entered into an agreement whereby RSPB are responsible for management of the whole Blean Woods complex.

High Standards maintained
Woodland in the UK owned and managed by the Woodland Trust conforms to the highest worldwide forestry standards – and that’s official. 

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), which has developed responsible forestry standards in 42 countries has extended the Woodland Trust’s FSC status for a further five years. 

The Woodland Trust was the first major UK-wide organisation to achieve FSC certification, achieving FSC certification in England and Wales in 1998, adding its Scottish and Northern Ireland estates in 1999. The Trust’s woodland management conforms to ten principles drawn up by the FSC including biodiversity, community involvement and how harvesting operations are carried out. 
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Woodland Trust certification officer Tim Hodges commented:

“The Trust is a strong supporter of the FSC process and is pleased to see an increasing presence of the logo both in the high street and the general trade in wood and wood derived products. The continuance of our certified status is great news but not unexpected. Having maintained our certification for several years now complying with the FSC/UKWAS standard is day to day business for us.” 

The audit was carried out by the Soil Association ‘Woodmark’ programme which is accredited to certify and award the FSC trademark. 

A number of our management systems have been tailored to certification, including our own internal audits. This is reflected in a high overall standard of forest management, which meets and in several cases exceeds FSC requirements.

Our latest annual review and directory supplement were printed on a combination of FSC and recycled paper. 

########################################

Weedy Solutions
The Woodland Trust is committed under the terms of our certification with the Forestry Stewardship Council to a year on year reduction in the amount of herbicide used, with elimination the long-term aim.  Our main use of herbicide at present is spraying round the base of newly planted trees for a few years to control the growth of weeds which might otherwise compete with the newly planted trees.

During the coming planting season, we are carrying out a number of trials at our new site at Fordham, near Colchester, Essex.  The trials are being carried out in conjunction with the Forestry Commission Technical Development Branch.  Over a 10 hectare area of the site, a number of different methods of weed control are being tried:

1. Putting a mulch made from green waste round the base of each tree. . Plastic and fleece mulch will also be tested
2. Soil inversion:  a very deep ploughing of the site prior to planting to bury the weeds

3. Direct heat or steam treatment

4. No treatment at all

The planting begins in November this year and it is hoped initial results from the trials will be published towards the end of next year.  Details of the results will be published on the Woodland Trust website and we will also cover them in the Bulletin.  We hope to find a method which will enable us to significantly reduce herbicide usage on our sites in the future.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Team continues to grow

On 1 August this year, we held another successful voluntary speaker recruitment day, this time at Merton College, in Oxford. 

Merton College is believed by some to be the oldest Oxford college and certainly dates back to the late 13th century.  In modern times, it has a reputation for the best food in Oxford University and a nice selection of sandwiches was evidence of this.

Inspired by the ancient setting, our local Regional Development Officer, Ben Earl, gave a talk on the aims of the Woodland Trust and some interesting projects in his part of the country.

Six of the seven candidates who attended the recruitment day have been recruited as speakers.   They are:

Steven Bailey    (Wolverhampton)

Hilary Adair       (Surrey)

David Vernon    (Bucks)

David Hawksley  (Bournemouth)

Colin Hawkins    (Cornwall)

Sally Thompson  (London)

Congratulations to all of them.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Colourful autumn predicted
Many people go to the north-eastern USA at this time each year to see wonderful displays of autumn colours.  But did you know you can see them right here in the UK?

The Woodland Trust is predicting an exceptional autumn of russet browns, reds and golds.  The combination of dry sunny days and cool dry nights should bring out the great variety of colours in the nation’s trees. 
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Nick Collinson, our UK Conservation Advisor, says: “Dry weather concentrates the sugar in the leaves which makes the colour more intense. The recent rain means that the leaves should stay on the trees for longer so this should be a perfect autumn for a walk in the woods.”

So why do leaves change colour?

Early in the year, when there is plenty of light, the leaves produce chlorophyll – the green colour in grass stains. This is used to convert sunlight into energy which the leaf stores as sugar. Chlorophyll isn’t the only pigment, (red) anthocyanin and (yellow) carotene, the main colour in carrots, are also present. Just like a grass stain, the chlorophyll covers up all of the other colours in the leaf making it appear green. However, as light and temperature drop at the end of the summer, the leaves stop making chlorophyll and it breaks down revealing the colours underneath.

Beech and maple, which have more anthocyanin, have red leaves in autumn while hazel and birch have more carotene and yellow autumn leaves. The intensity of the colour in the leaves is controlled by how concentrated the stored sugar is. The more concentrated the sugar, the better the colours. After a hot, dry summer with cool nights, the sugar is particularly concentrated and we get the benefit in a spectacular autumn. 

So it looks like it could be a colourful autumn!

##################################
Sharkey speaks out
The volunteers “roadshow” moved on in September to the north and midlands, with a volunteers’ forum held at Nottingham Trent University.

It was a very enjoyable day …..and not just because England scored over 600 in the test match and our soccer team had a great victory!  Seven current voluntary speakers attended the Forum:  we have had a good attendance of voluntary speakers at all three of the regional forums held so far.

Woodland Trust Operations Director for the north, Andrew Sharkey gave a keynote speech on recent achievements of the Woodland Trust in working towards its 4 key objectives.  Here is what he said:

The Woodland Trust owns 1,111 woods covering 19,000 hectares.  363 are ancient woodland and 110 contain Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSIs). In 2002 the Woodland Trust had a turnover of £16 million and spent more than 75p in every pound on our direct charitable aims of safeguarding and managing the UK’s native woodland. 

We have been buying around 35 woods per year for the past 30 years of our existence and yet we still own only 1 per cent of all the ancient woods in the country....at this rate we will own them all by year 4072!!

 

Given this statistic, a few years ago, we started to ask whether acquiring woods was the best way of achieving our aims?  This led to the publication of our plan for action, Keeping Woodland Alive, in1998 and the setting out of four key objectives for the Woodland Trust. 

Nature’s history books 

Looking at the first aim, preventing further loss of ancient woodland, ancient woodland now covers only 2 per cent of the land area of the UK.  It is defined as land which has been under continuous woodland cover since before 1600.  80% of the country was covered by woods after the last ice age.  Ancient woods are home too more threatened species than any other habitat in the UK. They are our richest habitat in terms of biodiversity.  Their relative lack of disturbance means they are often full of historical and archaeological references and features and in fact they can be thought of as living history books. They are unique, scarce and irreplaceable. 

 

50 per cent of our ancient woodland has been lost since the First World War.  Now we know of over 100 ancient woods which are under threat from building developments, roads, and inappropriate leisure use and airport developments. 

The Woodland Trust cannot buy all the ancient woods which are under threat but where there is no alternative way of protecting them, then we will try to do so.  For example, at Penn Wood in Bucks we raised over £1M to purchase the site and prevent it being turned into a golf course.

 

 But we have now moved into campaigning in support of woodland, supporting others and lodging objections ourselves to planning applications.  A good example was Brands Hatch, where plans to expand the motor racing circuit threatened 30 acres of ancient woodland
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Restoring our ancient woods 

Turning to our second aim of promoting woodland biodiversity, over 50 per cent of the species in the UK use woods for at least part of their life cycle. 46 woodland species have become extinct in the last 100 years and this number is increasing. 

 

44 per cent of our ancient woods have been cleared and replanted and 60 per cent of these have been replanted with conifers.  These are called planted ancient woodland sites or PAWS.  You cannot create ancient woodland but you can restore it, by removing planted conifer crops and allowing the broadleaved trees to regenerate.  Often in the middle of a coniferised ancient wood, you will find veteran trees, pockets of bluebells or even ancient woodbanks.  

We have a commitment to restoring our own ancient woodland sites, as have other bodies such as the Forestry Commission.  We are also lobbying for inclusion of ancient woodland restoration in government grant schemes. The restoration of PAWS using natural regeneration is the only way to increase the area of ancient semi-natural woodland in the UK. 

 

In our woods we carry out native species protection and recovery programmes where appropriate.  For example, we have made woods available for the release of dormice. 


We are also looking wider than what we can achieve on our own sites.  An example of this is "Space for Nature", one of our most important and far reaching recent publications.  It sets out the need for landscape changes to protect and increase biodiversity in the face of major threats, 

such as climate change. Space for Nature can be viewed in or downloaded from the publications section of our website.

 

We were the first major woodland owner to have our woods certified as being sustainably managed by the Forestry Stewardship Council.  So we can now show that the management of our woods is independently audited. 

 

Our Nature's Calendar project is giving us information on the effect which climate change is already having on the timing of natural events and this poses a major threat to the biodiversity of woodland.   We are using thousands of volunteers to record data which can be translated into statistics.

 

The Woodland Trust is also working in partnership with the Ancient Tree Forum.  The UK is the most important reservoir of ancient trees in Europe.

Making new woods for people 

Our third aim is to create new native woodland. Tree planting is a great way of engaging people and having a big impact on the landscape at the same time.  The Government has talked about a 50 per cent increase in woodland cover but no dates have been set for it to happen. We have been lobbying for more incentives for woodland creation and better targeting.  Woods on your Doorstep was our Millennium project which created 250 new community woods all over England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

 

80 per cent of ancient woods are now less than 20 hectares in size and fragmentation is a continuing problem. New woods can play a valuable role in buffering and extending these fragments of woodland, with the aim of creating a bigger "core area" in order to enhance the long term viability of the woods.  In Scotland, where there has been extensive deforestation over hundreds of years, we are creating woodland on a much larger scale, for example the 10,000 acre site at Glen Finglas in the Trossachs. 

Learning from woods 

Our final aim is promoting enjoyment and appreciation of woods.  We all remember how we enjoyed playing in woods as children.  As adults we often enjoy their peace and tranquillity.

 

The Woodland Trust has doubled its membership in the last 5 years and we hope to enthuse our members to become advocates for woodland.  Our aim is to get people out into woods and especially children, whose freedom of movement these days is often much more restricted than it once was.  They enjoy visits to woods but many have little opportunity to go there. We have run two children's conferences in the past two years to gain an insight into how the next generation with the power to protect woodlands feel about them now.
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We are developing a community woodland network for the myriad of local communities who are taking active step to safeguard or improve their local woods and have recently appointed education officers to develop resources for schools.

 

We are making much more use of volunteers in our work and organising and supporting them better than we once did.

 

It is likely that in the future we will be placing much greater emphasis on lobbying and advocacy for the importance of woodland and promoting tree planting as a means of interesting and engaging people in caring for their local environment. 

Note:   A volunteers forum for the south west is being planned for early in 2004. Invitations will be sent out to volunteers in that part of the country.

…………………………………………………………..
Dreaming of a green Christmas

The 2004 Christmas Card Recycling Scheme will launch on 5 January 2004 and will run until 1 February in all WHSmith High Street stores and all Tesco stores across the UK.  Recycling bins will be in-store throughout January.  Volunteers did a great job last year distributing scheme posters and we would really appreciate your help again.

Posters and leaflets can be downloaded from our website at www.woodland-trust.org.uk/recycling or contact Nick Sandford.  

We are running our “Dedicate a Tree for Christmas Scheme” again this year.  It operates in the same way as our scheme for the rest of the year, except that donors receive a special Christmas certificate enclosed in a Christmas card.  A sample of the leaflet is enclosed with this mailing.

We also have a Christmas catalogue with information on how to order cards and calendars.

The deadline for tree dedications or card/calendar orders to guarantee delivery before Christmas is 

1 December.  So if you are doing talks before then, it would be well worth asking us for a small supply of the leaflets.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Yellow woods challenge
The 2003/04 “Yellow Woods Challenge” was launched at the beginning of September.  The scheme, which is run by Yellow Pages, the Directory Recycling Scheme and the Woodland Trust, is a schools’ environmental campaign, whereby schools collect old Yellow Pages directories. During the 2002/03 Yellow Woods Challenge more than 170,000 were collected and recycled.  Schools are rewarded with cash prizes and the Trust receives one pound for every pound given to schools. 

Some of you might have first hand knowledge of local Yellow Woods Challenges as we have been able to encourage you to take part by representing the Trust at local photocalls!  For more information on the scheme visit www.yellow-woods.co.uk or give us a call.

Green energy made simple

The Woodland Trust has teamed up with Simply Energy, the UK’s first call centre based energy broker, to offer a special service to Woodland Trust members who want a more environmentally friendly solution to their energy use.  
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For every Woodland Trust member who switches to green electricity, we will receive £10.  For every member who switches to green electricity AND switches gas supplier (to one which gives a cheaper deal), we will receive £15 and the member will have a tree dedicated in their name at a choice of one of four sites across the UK, thereby supporting woodland creation. 

The ‘dual fuel’ option is being launched to the wider public this autumn – Simply Energy will pay the Trust £5 and dedicate a tree for customers who switch to a green electricity supplier AND switch to a new gas supplier. 
To find out more simply call free on 0800 298 0289 or visit www.simplyenergy.com/woodland
 Nature detectives

The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded the Woodland Trust a grant of nearly £400,000 to develop Nature Detectives - a three year, UK wide programme to, involve, educate and inspire children so that they develop a lifelong concern for the natural world. 

Heritage Lottery Fund grant aid will enable the development of a range of traditional and electronic teaching materials on and off line which will be tailored to encourage children- primarily through schools and after school clubs from around the UK to take part. Expert advice and support, training for teachers and group leaders, a dedicated website, opportunities for volunteers, a biannual phenology (nature’s calendar) recording programme and newsletter are all planned. 

Though we think it will be spring 2004 before we have much to show you, please do email us or write and register your interest if you are a teacher or children’s group leader and would like to be kept informed.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Education projects

Following on from the previous article, we are delighted to announce that the Heritage Lottery Fund has also agreed two awards totaling almost £100,000 in support of education pilot projects in Essex and Cheshire.  We are currently recruiting a project leader for each project (one based at Fordham in Essex and one at Big Wood in Cheshire).   

Over the next academic year, these project leaders will work with local teachers and pupils to explore new approaches to woodland learning. As a result, by September 2004, the Trust will have developed a whole new range of educational resources. By working directly with schools, this ensures all materials we develop will be directly relevant to their needs and designed to successfully engage pupils.

As well as supporting formal learning, other resources will be developed to encourage visits to woodland by families outside of school time. We aim to increase our understanding of children’s views by asking pupils directly what they like to do in woods and see if we are able to respond to at least some of their ideas! 

Teachers will be able to access all these new resources freely via a new Woodland Trust education website to be launched next year.

Learning from the outcomes of these pilots, we will explore whether this type of work can be extended to other Trust sites in future years and funding will be sought to support such a programme.

“Batty” road scheme challenged
The Woodland Trust, hopes that a barbastelle bat could help defeat Dorset County Council’s plans for a four mile stretch of so-called “relief road” for Weymouth. The Trust has been fighting proposals that would cause irreparable damage to an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and a Site of Special Scientific Interest within a Trust-owned wood, Two Mile Coppice. The wood is Weymouth & Portland District’s only remaining fragment of rare ancient woodland. 

A recently published survey has revealed the presence of several species of bat, some of which roost in trees along the edge of the wood. In the UK, all wild bats are protected by Schedule 5 of the 1981 Wildlife & Countryside Act.

Further protection is afforded to all bat species under Annexe IV of the 1992 European Habitats & Species Directive, which has been transposed into UK regulations through the Conservation (Natural Habitats Etc) Regulations 1994. EU member states are required to establish strict protection for the species listed under the Annexe IV and the regulations prohibit deliberate disturbance and deterioration or destruction of breeding sites or nesting places. 

Clearly this means that the Two Mile Coppice woodland is important for bats and must not be damaged. Any activity that might disturb the bat habitat must gain prior approval from Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). Granting of a Defra licence will delay approval of the road and could lead to a legal challenge. 
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Graham Bradley, the Woodland Trust’s planning casework officer commented:

 “This survey was carried out over one and a half days. It suggests that a fuller investigation is needed to show how much more bat activity there is in the area. Already, these tiny bats could help prevent damage to our wood and potentially increase the already astronomic costs of building the road.” 

At the moment, proposals for the Weymouth road involve damaging and destroying trees and woodland. So far, bat species found in the wood include the rare barbastelle and possibly Bechstein’s, the vulnerable noctule and the common pipistrelle. The barbastelle and pipistrelle bats found at Two Mile Coppice are listed as UK Biodiversity Action Plan species. 

Dorset County Council’s preferred route will run through the wood on a raised embankment adjacent to the railway line and the road will almost be at treetop level. This wood, an ancient woodland habitat, is one of the few to have so-called protective designation “Site of Special Scientific Interest” (SSSI). 

At Two Mile Coppice, there are protected bluebells. Now, rare bats have also been found. Nationally, barely two per cent of Britain contains ancient woodland, and Weymouth has even less. The Trust is fighting any loss of these irreplaceable wonders of the natural world. 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Woodland dedication news
The past 2 years have seen a significant increase in the number and size of donations for memorial and celebratory purposes and increased interest from groups such as ex-military associations, self-help groups and health or welfare related charities.

Earlier this year, families and friends whose children had been lost or injured in the Bristol Royal Infirmary heart scandal gathered at Clanger and Picket Wood and, in a very moving ceremony, children scattered rose petals on the ground in a heart shape made of glass paper-weights next to a memorial plaque inscribed with the names of affected children.  A world-renowned oboist softly played as the names of the children were read out.  

The group had turned to the Woodland Trust because they were searching for some tangible kind of memorial that they could visit.  Woodland is an ideal setting for a memorial of this kind, which will hopefully bring the kind of closure the “Fragile Angels” families need in order to put the past behind them and move on.

On 9th September, another group of victims gathered to watch the installation of a large memorial stone at Stratton Wood near Swindon in Wiltshire.  The Birchgrove Group, a self-help group for haemophiliacs suffering HIV after being given infected blood, had given a £12,000 donation to help the Trust create Stratton Wood.  The installation of the engraved memorial stone, which was once part of a river bed running through a local quarry, will complete the creation of this grove of 1200 trees – one for each of the victims, of whom over 800 have died since the infected blood problem came to light. 

Next spring, families will be invited to the wood to attend a special day of remembrance, and celebration of the grove’s creation.

On a lighter note, Woodland Trust member Miss Oonagh Pimm OBE, chose to forgo the usual handkerchiefs and scented soap when she turned 90 last year.  She asked her friends to donate their money to the Woodland Trust instead.  Over 100 trees in Llanteague Wood in Pembrokeshire (one of the Trust’s Woods on Your Doorstep sites) were dedicated to celebrate Miss Pimms’ milestone birthday.  Later our woodland officer, Steven Kind, met Miss Pimm and a local photographer at the wood.  Miss Pimm, who drove herself to the meeting, was delighted with her trees.

These three are just a few of many examples of how dedicating woodland can enrich people’s lives.  The money donated helps us pay for the ongoing care of the woods.  So please, whenever you feel it appropriate, tell your audience about these schemes.  

New volunteer community
We thought you might like to know about the latest initiative from the volunteer team - the volunteer’s online community is now live and can be found at:

www.woodland-community.org.uk/volunteers 

Feel free to have a look around.  Those of you on email may already have had an email from our volunteer team about it.

The community is a tool for our volunteers to talk to each other about issues that interest them or about their volunteering. We have many volunteers out there with a great deal of experience and enthusiasm who would be more than happy to share that knowledge and enthusiasm with others if given the opportunity.  
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All members are required to be either registered volunteers with the Woodland Trust or have other very specific reasons for being a member. 

Within the community, there are forums for specific groups of volunteers.  And of course there is one for voluntary speakers.  If you have the required technology, why not go in there and leave a comment or idea. 

We will be monitoring the forums but they are primarily designed to enable volunteers to talk to each other.  If you have something to say to a member of staff, please use other means…eg email or telephone. 

##############################

‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’

Watch this space…..
Towards the end of 2004, the Woodland Trust is planning to launch a major tree planting campaign.  A key theme will be involving children in planting trees which they will be able to enjoy in years to come.

We will be arranging full briefings and information for voluntary speakers well in advance of the start of the campaign. 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Ancient woods back on the map
Researchers looking for old woodland in Northern Ireland have found nearly three times as many woods as expected. Queens University Belfast have been carrying out the pilot phase of the Woodland Trust's project to create a record of ancient woodland in Northern Ireland for the first time, and their final report shows some exciting results.

The team at Queens compared the first edition Ordnance Survey maps of the 1830s with subsequent OS maps, including the current ones, and have traced all those woods which have been continuously present throughout. It had been anticipated that around 1,200 of these "long-established" woods would be identified, but in fact, the researchers identified nearly 3,400 woods dating back to the 1830s.
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During the next two years, further research will be carried out into old records and maps, and the sites will be surveyed, to try to establish which date back to 1600 and are therefore truly ancient.

Inventories of ancient woodland were produced for England, Scotland and Wales 20 years ago, but no comprehensive record was produced at that time for Northern Ireland. The Woodland Trust embarked on this project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Environment and Heritage Service, Northern Ireland, because it recognised the need for an inventory as the vital first step towards protecting and securing the future of Northern Ireland's most valuable woods.

You can find out more about the project on the website www.backonthemap.org.uk
Community groups come together

A growing network of community groups is helping to manage precious woodland across England. The invaluable work of the “Community Woodland Network”  (featured in previous editions of the Bulletin) in conserving local woods was celebrated at a conference held by the Woodland Trust. 

Over 154 people from Community Woodland Groups all over England met at Oxstalls Campus, Gloucestershire University in Gloucester on Friday 11 July and Saturday 12 July to share their experiences of managing and conserving local woods. The conference was sponsored by the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and Restore UK. 

The Community Woodland Network, set up by the Woodland Trust to support woodland groups through the country, has around 236 community woodland groups and other woodland organisations. 

The Woodland Trust itself grew from small beginnings when a group of friends got together to save a single ancient wood in Devon that was facing ruin. 

Professor Chris Baines, one of the UK’s leading environmental campaigners and award-winning writer and broadcaster, was the guest speaker at the conference. The conference also included presentations from The Green Light Trust, Reforesting Scotland and the Woodland Trust, as well as workshops and displays. 

Paul Bunton, Community Woodland Network project manager commented:

“This network isn’t just for existing groups, but will encourage other communities who want to get involved in managing a local wood. We can give them advice on how to get started and put them in touch with others who have gone through a similar process.” 

A dedicated interactive web site to support the network of local groups was unveiled at the conference.  Members can access information, share experiences and exchange views through the web site, http://www.yourwoods.info 

Airports update

In the last edition of the Bulletin, we featured concern about the Government’s airport expansion proposals.

With a white paper on aviation expected by the end of the year, this is a critical time for our ancient woods.  Over 1000 hectares (2450 acres) of ancient woodland could be affected if new airports are built and existing ones enlarged in line with the proposals in the Government’s consultation document. The plans for 20 existing or new airport sites across Britain would destroy or damage over 100 irreplaceable ancient woods. 
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Two Woodland Trust sites, Edolph’s Copse and Rickett’s Wood, would be completely obliterated if the proposed second new runway at Gatwick Airport were built.

Opposition to the proposals is widespread - over 3,500 people have signed the Woodland Trust’s petition and several local opposition groups have gathered many more signatures.  

Woodland Trust public affairs manager, James Cooper, said:

“The Government has to make a choice – whether to stand by its commitments to protect ancient woodland or not.  Restraint is essential to ensure that irreplaceable habitats are not lost.”

++++++++++++++++++++

Electronic age

For those of you have access to a data projector for your talks, we can now supply the voluntary speaker slide images on a CD.  Contact Nick Sandford if you would like a copy of this.

However, we recognize that this projection technology is still rather expensive and also many of you prefer to use slides.  So rest assured we will continue to supply slides to voluntary speakers for the foreseeable future.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Voluntary Speaker of the Year

We are pleased to announce that Peter and Rosemary Dodd have been given the award as Voluntary Speakers of the Year for 2003.

Peter and Rosemary became speakers in 1999 and have consistently been among our most active speakers since then, giving 31 talks in 2002. They are based in Newcastle and are our only speakers in Northumberland and Durham.  However, they have on several occasions done talks over in Cumbria.  

Speakers co-ordinator, Nick Sandford, commented:  

“Peter and Rosemary have consistently shown great enthusiasm and commitment to the cause and they are really nice people too.  The award is well deserved”

Previous winners of the speaker of the year award were:

2000 Ian Hammerton

2001 Tom Cole

2002 Mike Hyde
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Annual Statistics
We will be writing to all voluntary speakers as usual in December, asking for information on the talks you have done during 2003.

The information we need is:

· Date of each talk

· Name of group spoken to 

· Number of people attending

We will also ask you for an estimate of the time you have spent on your work as a voluntary speaker during the year.
###################################

WELCOME TO YOUR AUTUMN BULLETIN
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