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In this edition of the Bulletin we feature a major new report by the Woodland Trust 

“Making Woodland Count”, which looks at the benefits we obtain as individuals and as a society from trees and woods. We all meet people who like to complain about trees: this report gives you some useful ammunition to put forward a more positive view !

Our Phenology project continues to expand with the launch of “Nature’s Detectives”, a version of the scheme aimed at children.  We also look at the work of one of our officers working with schools and children in Essex.

We must never forget that managing woods is one of the key activities of the Woodland Trust and this time we focus on what is happening in our woods in the north of England and in Scotland.

I hope you have a good summer and that you are able to get out into the woods for at least some of the time.  Surely the miserable weather cannot last for ever !!

Nick Sandford
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Urgent call to save ancient trees
Ancient trees have stood witness to history for hundreds, even thousands, of years. They are remarkable and rare and provided us with beautiful landscapes, historical monuments and a wealth of wildlife. These trees are home for our most endangered wildlife and as the oldest living representatives of their species they are rare in their own right. They are under threat as never before from development, neglect, intensive agriculture and forestry. 

It is estimated that the UK has approximately 80 per cent of northern Europe’s ancient trees. The Woodland Trust , Ancient Tree Forum and the Tree Register have developed a provisional list of significant sites for internationally important old growth communities in lowland Britain and Ireland. This list currently comprises only approximately 50 sites with more than 100 ancient trees. Very few sites with up to a 100 ancient trees have adequate protection. Many more sites and trees are yet to be ”discovered”. 

This April, the Woodland Trust and the Ancient Tree Forum (ATF), issue a series of challenges to governments, conservation and heritage organisations and individuals to help secure a future for our ancient trees. 

The Woodland Trust and the ATF are calling for the introduction of new policies to safeguard ancient trees and the prevention of further loss through better protective legislation. 

Jill Butler, the Woodland Trust’s ancient tree specialist, explains:

 “We need to find ways to extend and buffer important populations of ancient trees as well as improve financial support to encourage better care. We also need people’s skills and knowledge to be developed so that the trees can be properly looked after and the ancient trees of tomorrow are nurtured as well.” 

As a priority to promote better awareness of the trees, an authoritative nationwide map of ancient trees is required. 

Ted Green of the Ancient Tree Forum says:

 “A comprehensive map of ancient trees would help us to monitor threats and to put resources where they are most needed. An inventory would help us to raise awareness of the most important historic landscapes for trees. The conservation and protection of ancient trees is, for me, our one single, biggest obligation to European biodiversity.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Making woodland count

Woods deliver a wide range of benefits to society but more needs to be done to ensure greater access to woodland for a wider range of people, according to a new report “Making Woodland Count”, published by the Woodland Trust.

The Woodland Trust commissioned research led by Professor Keith Willis to identify the benefits and the action needed to enhance them, as well as finding out how to make them more accessible to a wider range of people. 

The research concluded that woodland has the ability to contribute to improvement of 11 of the 15 headline Government “quality of life” indicators for the UK and 21 of the Government’s national indicators towards sustainable development. 
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Woodland is found to contribute not only to sustainable development policy but also to policies on health, education, social inclusion, biodiversity and the regeneration of both urban and rural areas. 

The so called “non-market benefits” of woodland identified in the report include:

· Improving the quality of our surroundings

· Forming a vital component of our best loved landscapes

· Allowing us to lead healthier lives by providing tranquil places for recreation and by absorption of harmful greenhouse gases

· Contributing to ongoing education by providing a means of learning about the natural world

As this is such an important report in developing the work of the Woodland Trust, we have enclosed your own personal copy.   Further copies can be downloaded from the publications section of our website.

Educating Essex
Four months into the one-year, HLF-funded education project in Essex and Alison Ratcliffe feels much has been learnt already . . .  

Did a baptism of fire follow my appointment as education project leader in Essex?  No, it was more a baptism in mud !  I was soon immersed in the stuff as I began helping with the schools tree planting event at Fordham last November. It was a great experience for me, and judging by the children’s comments and chatter, they really enjoyed themselves too. Generally we were lucky with the weather and there were no complaints when it did shower as the children were so engrossed. To beat off the autumn chill, everyone was kept warm by running up and down fetching their tree whips. Seeing them eagerly moulding the clay soil back in the hole with their bare hands, I thought this is truly a hands on experience.

The children enjoyed locating and identifying different habitats and I realised how some may not be aware of the characteristics of different animals. For example, two children discussed the use of an abandoned woodpecker hole as a possible home to badger or bat. The ‘interview with an old tree’ engaged the children in considering what the tree has seen, heard and felt while it had stood rooted to the spot for over a hundred years. They imagined having a ‘cuppa’ with an elderly person and helping them to recollect the past by re-ordering their untidy photo album and reporting back to their class. 

There was a lot of mental arithmetic in calculating the tree’s birth date and age and it was a surprise to them that a tree was a witness to history and time. The session ended with a group ‘call and response’ poem from Rich Sylvester of Greenlight. One line sums up the event: “What do we get when we plant a wood? Mucky and tired but FEELING GOOD!”  

The schools tree planting event at Fordham was an excellent opportunity to meet staff and pupils from local schools and to hear the variety of challenges they face. In addition to upper primary school children, we had three teenage boys accompanied by their social worker. The boys clearly put their hearts into the planting and talked about their love for working the land.

Working with these schools is providing a wonderful learning opportunity for me as well. Initial meetings sounded out their individual needs and subject requirements. Comparing different types of woodland, interviewing trees, sound maps and myths and legends, especially local stories, are all popular. 


[image: image2.wmf]
The arboretum at nearby Marks Hall offers a different learning experience - woodland on an estate. There are ornamental lakes, veteran oaks, walled gardens and woodland walks. Because there is a plantation of Scots pine and more established broadleaved woodland this provides the opportunity for schools to compare Marks Hall to Chalkney Wood. 

The Trust’s Hillhouse and Hoe sites are also being involved in the project. Hoe Wood has a combination of woodland flora and fauna with water life. With the coming of spring it will be a most picturesque environment and offer excellent opportunities to study habitat, food chains and listening to sounds we often take for granted including the loud, unexpected hammering of a woodpecker. Hillhouse Wood has stag beetle hotels and plenty of areas for locating hidden life. We may be lucky in finding newts and can explore what makes for good camouflage. The woodland floor’s spring flowers, including bluebells, enable us to study colour/plant classification.

The schools are very keen and looking forward not just to the woodland visits and activities but also to extending this work back in class. It looks to be an exciting year and fingers are crossed for good weather.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Northern highlights
Regional Manager, Heather Swift, gives an update on woodland management developments in the north of England.

Ancient Woodland

Ongoing work to restore PAWS (plantation ancient woodland sites) including removal of conifers is being carried out at several sites in the Northern region.  At Ragpath Wood, Esh Winning, Co. Durham, there has been slow but steady progress.  It has proved very difficult to find a contractor to do the work due to poor timber quality, prices and difficult extraction but we are now employing someone on a 3-year contract.

We are hoping to purchase the 36 hectare (89 acre) Great Knott Wood, Newby Bridge, Cumbria. It is half ancient semi natural woodland and half  PAWS, with a public footpath.  It forms part of an ancient woodland concentration and is in the Lake District National Park. This site will provide a very exciting opportunity to put into practice all the latest PAWS knowledge and demonstrate restoration in an area with many similar woods. 

At Moss & Height Spring Wood, Bouth, Cumbria. traditional coppicing continues of the oak and birch area, with horse extraction, throughout the winter and early spring months.  At Whittle Dene, Ovingham, Northumberland, traditional coppicing is due to take place shortly, with contractors taking over from where local volunteers (group now disbanded) used to work.  

Creating New Native Woodland

Irthing Gorge, Gilsland Spa, Northumberland has 13 hectares (32 acres) of rough grassland, originally fenced 10 years ago to allow regeneration, which just hadn’t occurred.  The grass sward was becoming very thick, preventing regeneration and also posing a potential fire risk.  The land is next to some ancient woodland and a site of special scientific interest and so a decision to plant was taken in late 2003.  The project involved deer fencing and planting about 14,000 trees, fully funded by the Forestry Commision.

At Fox & Parrot Extension, Craghead, Co. Durham, in 2003, we acquired and planted an extra 5.3hectares (13 acres) of arable land, adjacent to the Woods on your Doorstep site and the council owned Twizell Wood ancient woodland.  We had one week of schools events, involving all the local primary schools planting trees and doing environmental activities supervised by a specialist.

At Pontburn Extension, near Consett, Co Durham in March 2004, we were successfully awarded Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant and acquired  two large fields totalling 6.8 ha (16.8 acres) adjacent to ancient woodland and PAWS, and also another 10.6ha (26 acres) ancient semi-natural woodland.  Planting is due to start in the last quarter of 2005 over two years and will involving schools and the public . There is also potential to create new paths and links to the Derwent Walk long distance path.

At Stray Head Banks, near Scarborough, North Yorkshire. Towards the end of 2003,  we planted 15,000 trees on 10ha (25 acres) to create a new wood, with new paths linking to existing public footpaths. The new wood forms a mosaic with small areas of AW plus unimproved grassland.

At Cleatop, near Settle, North Yorkshire we planted 13,000 trees on 12ha (30 acres) to create a new wood, with new paths linking to an existing public footpath. We had one week of schools events, involving all the local primary schools planting trees and doing environmental activities supervised by a specialist.  
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Other issues:

We have identified numerous woods, particularly ancient woodland, where information is lacking;  for example surveys of plants, badgers, bats, birds etc and there is scope for assistance from volunteers who have some expertise.  We are removing old redundant tree tubes (some hadn’t disintegrated at all, other had but are littering the sites) and have managed to find a polypropylene company that would take the old tubes (free) and chip them up to re-use and make new products.  So far 20,000 tubes have been removed from three woods.  

Scottish report

Contracts manager, Jill Aitken, provides an update on recent woodland management developments in Scotland.
The Woodland Trust owns 79 sites in Scotland ranging in size from 0.4 hectares (1acre) to the largest mature woodland (Ledmore and Migdale) which is 710 hectares (1750 acres) and the Glen Finglas estate which is over 4000 hectares (10,000 acres) and has the potential to become one of the largest native broadleaved woods in Scotland. The sites range from rural through to urban and from completely wooded to bare land sites: each presents different management challenges. 

Some of the woods are managed in partnership with local community woodland groups and a good example of this is Portmoak Moss, a 43 hectare (106 acre) site in Perth and Kinross. 

Woodland Trust Scotland employs 24 staff, of whom 13 are directly involved in land management.

Many of the woods have voluntary wardens who essentially are the "eyes and ears" of the Woodland Trust, keeping an eye on woods local to them and reporting any problems or concerns.  Voluntary wardens provide invaluable help to our woodland officers and we very much appreciate the work which they do.

Some Woodland Trust sites in Scotland contain ancient woodland which has been replanted, often with conifers.  This is known as PAWS (plantation ancient woodland sites).  Research conducted at Oxford University highlighted the value of restoring these sites to ancient woodland by gradual removal of the conifers. The Woodland Trust is committed to restoring all our PAWS sites:  examples include Pressmennan and Abriachan Woods and Aldouran Glen. 
The Woodland Trust Scotland is carrying out a major woodland creation project in Glen Devon.  This is supported by grants from BP as part of the Scottish Forestry Alliance, which includes BP, the Woodland Trust Scotland, the Forestry Commission Scotland and the RSPB Scotland. BP have committed over £10 million over 10 years to woodland creation as part of this project.

All Woodland Trust woods in Scotland now have management plans, which are reviewed every 5 years on a rolling programme. They will soon be available on the Woodland Trust website so that anyone with internet access can view them. All our woods have been certified by the Forestry Stewardship Council and are audited periodically as part of the certification process. 

Some of our woods in Scotland (for example those in Livingston) are in urban areas.  These woods can suffer from different management issues from those

in more rural areas. High usage can result in problems such as vandalism, litter, dumping and sometimes a high level of complaints from residents who live in close vicinity to the woods.  At our woods in Livingston, over £24,000 is spent each year on removing litter.  

The value of urban woods, however, remains exceedingly high, as they can be the only contact with green space that people experience.  That is why the Forestry Commission Scotland have highlighted the expansion of urban woods as a priority.

The Woodland Trust has recently published on our website a series of urban woodland guides looking at different issues affecting urban woods.  www.woodland-trust.org.uk/publications .


New leaflets have been produced on some of our most important woods in Scotland (Crinan, Moncreiffe, Ledmore and Migdale, Abriachan and Glencharnoch ) and it is planned that Glen Finglas will have its own website.  Many sites have information boards at their entrances but these can quickly get out of date and are expensive to update or replace. We are looking at alternative ways in which information could be provided for visitors to our woods. 

If you would like to find out more about our work in Scotland, please refer to our website, email Scotland@woodland-trust.org.uk or telephone our Auchterarder office on 01764 662554.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Corporate update
In the last Bulletin, we featured the Yellow Woods Challenge, whereby schools help collect old Yellow Pages directories and are rewarded with cash prizes.

During the current 2003/04 Yellow Woods Challenge we have been able to rely on voluntary speakers on various occasions to represent the Trust at events marking the launch and culmination of local Yellow Woods Challenges.

If anyone else is interested in helping at these events, please contact Nick Sandford who will put you in touch with our Corporate Team.

Marketed exclusively through Sainsburys, Woodland Eggs from Deans Foods are produced by chickens free to roam in woodland.  Under this new partnership the Woodland Trust receives one pence for every box of woodland  eggs sold. 
The Woodland Trust’s longest corporate partnership, is an affinity credit card with Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS).  The Woodland Trust/ RBS Mastercard has helped raise £500,000 since it was launched for the work of the Woodland Trust.  £10 is donated for every new MasterCard and 25 pence for every £100 spent on the card.

Under our partnership with Hiscox Insurance, for every Woodland Trust member who purchases buildings & contents insurance from Hiscox, 12.5 per cent of the premium is donated to us, supporting our work on habitat creation and preservation of ancient woodland.

Woodland Trust volunteers once again played a crucial role in promoting this year’s Christmas Card Recycling Scheme, which operated through WH Smith and Tesco stores throughout the UK. The scheme recycled the staggering total of  43.5 million cards (860 tonnes) – thank you for all your help!  

Legal & General Insurance has supported the latest batch of Exploring Woodland Guides, which cover the North West, North East, and South East.  

Payroll giving is a simple, tax efficient way for individuals to donate to the Woodland Trust every pay day and employers can facilitate this by offering a Payroll Giving scheme. Donations made to the Woodland Trust through payroll giving provide us with one of our most important sources of funding.

A well run Payroll Giving scheme can offer the following benefits for everyone involved in the scheme:   

Employees 

· their contribution is deducted from their gross pay, thus allowing tax relief to be included in the donation

· the scheme is extremely flexible which means that they can set up or alter their donation very easily

Employers 

· can expect to have an improved company image

· helps their staff become involved in community/environmental projects

· may improve staff recruitment and retention

If a company does not currently have a Payroll Giving scheme set up we can help them to do this. Alternatively there are also a number of other organisations that can help, for example, The Giving Campaign. This is a government sponsored agency whose role is to encourage and support companies to run payroll giving schemes; more information can be found on their website at www.givingcampaign.org.uk 

If a company already has a scheme, we can ask them to include the Woodland Trust on their list of charities to support.  For more information, please contact  Maggie Williams in our Corporate Partnerships Team.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Trust welcomes CAP reform

The 2003 agreement on reform of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy presents a radical shift in the way that farming will be supported in the future. The new single payment, to be introduced in 2005, will continue to support farming, but will no longer be coupled to production. The Woodland Trust fully supports this move, having lobbied for some time for decoupling of subsidies. 

Critical steps still remain at the member state level, such as defining good environmental and agricultural condition criteria (cross-compliance), which farmers will have to meet to qualify for their single payment. 


We welcome the major policy shift away from an  approach based on production to one based on public benefit.  In this regard we believe that the definition of  “good agricultural and environmental condition” must include the ability for farmers to buffer and extend semi-natural habitats, such as ancient woodland, on the farm, with appropriate newly created habitat. 

As long as we get the implementation of the agreement right, then the reforms could be a real step towards achieving sustainable farming. Sustainable agriculture is critical to woodland biodiversity since agricultural land surrounds and borders so much of our ancient woodland

{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{{

Rearranging Talks

Sometimes we may send you a request for a talk which you are unable to accept for various reasons.  If this happens, please refer to your list of speakers and pass on the enquiry to the next nearest one available, preferably by telephone or email. An updated list of speakers is enclosed with this bulletin.

If this does not work, then get in touch with Nick Sandford on 01476 581135

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Voluntary speaker statistics 2003
At the end of 2003, we sent you the usual questionnaire to ask you to report on talks you had done during the year.

The number of talks done fell slightly as compared to 2002 but we still did 290 talks to a total audience of just under 9,000 people, which represents a good effort by all of you.

The income received in donations received from voluntary speaker talks was the highest ever recorded at £5,758.  Although the primary purpose of voluntary speaker talks is to promote the work of the Woodland Trust and raise our profile, donations are an important source of income and we very much welcome them !
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165 requests for talks were received at our head office during the year.  We have done an analysis of the types of group requesting talks and the leading ones are :

Gardening/horticultural   28

Ladies groups               17

Womens’ Institutes       17

Rotary/Probus

  16

Retirement                     9

Other groups which generated a significant number of enquiries included natural history societies, wildlife groups, mens’ clubs, health support groups and the U3A.   

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Nature detectives
In the last edition of the Bulletin, we reported that the Heritage Lottery Fund had awarded the Woodland Trust a grant of nearly £400,000 to develop Nature Detectives - a three year, UK wide programme to extend the UK Phenology Network to children. Our aim is to involve, educate and inspire children so that they develop a lifelong concern for the natural world 

Plans include the development of a range of traditional and electronic teaching materials on and off line for children aged from 4 to 18, a dedicated website which should be available in July 2004 and a twice yearly phenology recording programme.

Shaun Nixon has now joined the Woodland Trust as Phenology Programme Officer and will be working alongside Kate Lewthwaite and Graham Blight from the Trust's Education Team who will be providing programme management for the new initiative.

The first Nature Detectives’ resource is now available: ‘Nature Detectives: Environmental Science for Primary Children’ has been published by the Association for Science Education (ASE) with the Woodland Trust and has been written by long term Woodland Trust member and primary school science expert, Max de Boo, and endorsed by Dr Wynne Harlen OBE and Chris Baines (environmental consultant). The book is a must for anyone working with primary school children, in or out of school, and it is a veritable treasure trove of practical activities and has phenology at its heart. 

Ordering your copy is easy, at the very reasonable price of £10 for Woodland Trust and ASE members, and £12 for non- members.

To shop online go to www.ase.org.uk 

or email booksales@ase.org.uk  

Alternatively order by phone using Mastercard, VISA or Switch on 0800 371856. 

Or send your order by post to ASE Booksales, College Lane, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 9AA.
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A secondary school version is now in progress and should be published in mid 2005.  To be kept informed of the latest development in Nature Detectives email your details to phenology@woodland-trust.org.uk and ask to be put on the Nature Detectives mailing list.

As the whole phenology project gets more and more press coverage, we are starting to get requests for talks on phenology. We have developed a mini- presentation on phenology consisting of about 12 slides, which is designed to be used in conjunction with the basic voluntary speaker slide pack.  

If you are asked to do a talk on phenology or if you are interested in developing your talk in this way, please speak to Nick Sandford.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Darling’s road to ruin
Last summer, Transport Secretary, Alistair Darling, announced his assessment of eleven “multi-modal studies” (MMSs) which were carried out in England to investigate transport options in various locations and deal with congestion hot spots. Although some of the damaging schemes were rejected, including some of the proposals for a super-highway on the south coast, seven schemes were approved including widening the M25 and widening motorways in South and West Yorkshire.

The seven new schemes could damage at least 85 additional ancient woods. The Woodland Trust believes this is simply not sustainable. The MMSs were meant to propose sustainable transport solutions but all too often the outcome has been a focus on road expansion. The consequence of this will be that rare and irreplaceable ancient woodland will be put under increased pressure. 

It is vital that alternatives are adopted to deal with these congestion hot-spots to ensure that the remaining two percent of our land that is covered by ancient woodland is protected from further needless destruction.

The Woodland Trust will continue to oppose road building schemes and other development which threatens ancient woodland. 

New speakers 
At the Volunteers’ Forum held recently in Edinburgh, three new voluntary speakers were recruited for Scotland and the North of England.

Jim Christie    (Kinross)

Philip Marshall (Galashiels)

David Rendell  (Darlington)

We are very sorry to have to report the death of two long serving voluntary speakers :  Maurice Tomlin (Surrey) and Rita Swoboda (Gloucestershire and formerly Kent).  

Tom Chadwick, our first and for many years our only speaker in Scotland, has informed us he is resigning.  This is sad for us but not for Tom, as he is shortly embarking on an extended trip abroad, including visits to Spain and Australia.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Family membership 
Did you know that family membership of the Woodland Trust is now available?  As well as the normal benefits of adult membership, children become members of Special Branch.  They get lots of resources including a Special Branch membership card and badge, a sheet of stickers, a woodland poster, build your own owl mask kit and Bark! our quarterly magazine for younger supporters.  A copy of the recent edition of Bark is enclosed with our compliments.

Family membership for up to two adults and all children living at the same address costs £45 a year.

The total membership of the Woodland Trust now stands at 130,000.  Our membership has more than doubled over the past five years.

Tree dedications
We have recently produced a revised Dedicate a Tree leaflet with a new level of 10 trees for £50 and also new woods sheets for each wood which include a map of the site and the area where the trees are dedicated.  

A small number of the new leaflets is enclosed.  Please recycle any older versions you may have and get in touch with us if you need further supplies.
WELCOME TO YOUR SPRING BULLETIN
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