New Nationwide Survey of Chequer / Wild Service Tree Planting 

 

Sage Press (www.sagepress.co.uk) publisher of The Collector’s Series of Trees books aims to establish how widespread the planting of the Chequer/Wild Service tree has been over the past three decades with the launch of its nationwide Chequer / Wild Service Survey 2004 on September 1st 2004.

 

Sage Press’ current interest stems from the original 1973 survey on the natural growth of the Chequer/Wild Service tree carried out by the Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI) and the Biological Record Centre. At that time the survey’s success generated an extraordinary revival of interest in the tree, resulting in many nurseries offering the trees for sale. It is known that they were planted widely in both public and private gardens.
 

Thirty years on Sage Press is collaborating with Dr. Patrick Roper, leading UK Wild Service authority and author of their latest title Chequer, on a new survey to establish the extent of the planting generated by the original benchmark survey of 1973.  This new survey will create a better understanding of how and where this tree now grows and thrives - away from its native woods or hedgerows. 
 

If you have planted a Wild Service, or know where one has been planted during the past 30 years, Sage Press would be pleased to hear from you.

 

Recording your Chequer/ Wild Service find is very straightforward. 

First, log onto www.sagepress.co.uk where you will find a simple form to fill out 

Alternatively a written form is available from Sage Press, PO Box 1 Rye, East Sussex TN36 6HN.  If you are unsure as to whether the tree you are recording is a wild service, simply enclose a leaf with your request for a form or scan it in when filling in the form online. 

 

The results of this, the first survey to look at the how human intervention has aided the spread of this tree over the past three decades, will lead to a greater understanding of this enigmatic and historically interesting native tree.

 

For further information on the Chequer/ Wild Service  ‘30 Year Plus’ Survey or to buy a copy of Chequer (£4.99 plus 50p per copy p + p) please contact: Sage Press: www.sagepress.co.uk Tel/Fax 0044 (0)1424 774044  PO Box No 1 Rye East Sussex TN36 6HN 

 

Further press information Robert Daines Greenfingers Public Relations www.greenfingerspr.co.uk Tel: 07952 270378
