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MANAGING SMALL BROADLEAVED  WOODLANDS

A day to discuss some of the issues involved in owning and managing a woodland

Saturday February 25th 2006

Meet at Keepers at 10.00am

(Keepers is on the Brechfa/New Inn road adjoining the Forestry Commission Car Park – SN522 319)

After a short introduction, there will be a visit to an upland oak woodland recently thinned and fenced to exclude stock. Some of the thinnings were converted in to split oak fencing posts.

We will return to Keepers for soup and sandwiches by 1.00pm and leave at 1.30pm for an afternoon visit to two native broadleaved woodlands: an upland oak woodland felled in WW1 with minimal management since, and a more sheltered mixed broadleaved woodland with ash, oak, birch and alder, felled in WW11. 
We expect to finish by 3.30pm.
The following topics will be covered:

What do you have? - what type of woodland have you got and what condition is it in? A brief look at Welsh woodland types and why they look like they do today.

What do you want? – what are your objectives – timber? wildlife? recreation? a mixture? Why setting clear objectives and planning ahead is important and will help you achieve what you want to see. A brief look at Forest Stewardship Certification.

What are your options? – a discussion of the issues involved with thinning, selective felling, coppicing, harvesting, continuous cover forestry, tracks, fencing and other management options. Includes a look at marking and measuring trees to fell. 

Who does the work? – can you cope with the work yourself or will you involve family,  friends, volunteers or contractors? Advice on the importance of health and safety issues, insurance, contracts and risk assessments.

Who pays? – the economics of woodland management and grant aid available through the Woodland Grant Scheme and the new Better Woodlands for Wales scheme.

For more information, contact Fay on (01267) 202221 / email: pyffgwernogle@aol.com
