Woodland Archaeology Field Manual: outline project plan

Background

The understanding of ancient and other woodlands and wooded landscapes has increased dramatically over the last twenty years. However, for those wishing to gain more knowledge and insight into the features found in and around woods, and the interactions and relationships between landscape, archaeology and ecology, life has been difficult. There is little published material and almost no guidance to the assessment of important features and the evaluation of priorities for site managers.  

There is little training or guidance available to help in the assessment and understanding of woodlands in an holistic way. For effective management it is important that trained archaeologists and others are able to identify field features. This includes the use and interpretation of indicator plants and significant trees to inform evaluations. Similarly, ecologists and foresters undertake field work and management guidance often with only limited access to archaeological expertise and little firsthand knowledge. At the same time, the work of volunteers and community groups has become more and more important in the management and conservation of woodlands and wooded landscapes. Much of this work involves practical conservation management and some may involve ecological or archaeological survey work  

The Woodland Archaeology Field Manual with associated training is being designed to bridge the gap and present information in an holistic way. The success of the manual will depend on the gathering, testing and interpretation of a range of information from across the UK to take into account regional differences. It will also depend on an inter-disciplinary approach with information presented in a clear, concise way so that it can be understood by non-specialists.

Some preliminary work has been undertaken in the past couple of years with a network of contributors being set up, training workshops being organised and some background information collected. 

Scope

The manual will:

· Cover different areas within the UK.

· Include information about the underlying geology, sediments and soils.

· Put woodlands in their landscape setting.

· Identify working and veteran trees in woodland, parkland and former woodland sites; building on the work of the ‘Ancient Tree Hunt Project’.

· Look at botanical and other species indicators and typologies.

· Provide information on ecological and archaeological survey methods and the interpretation of results.

· Bring understanding of archaeological features in broadest sense – boundaries and landscape as well as structures and artefacts.

In addition information in the manual will be made available through and supported by electronic media such as cd rom , dvd and website. 

