Pond Survey Training Courses

August and September 2005
Pond Conservation will be running training courses in 2005 in the use of national standard methods for surveying ponds for plants and invertebrates.  One day training courses will be held at the Environment Agency Offices at Birchwood, Warrington on Wednesday 31 August and on Thursday 1 September, and at Oxford Brookes University in Oxford on Tuesday 6 September and on Wednesday 7 September.  The fee for attending a course will be £200 for government / statutory bodies and commercial organisations and £50 for charities and volunteer surveyors.
Course Content

The course will cover the National Pond Survey biological method, the PSYM method for assessing the ecological quality of a pond and use of the Pond Inventory fieldsheet.

Use of these methods will allow you to gather data to assess the quality and conservation value of your pond in a national context, and contribute to the National Pond Monitoring Network.

The morning session will start at 10 am with information about the methods and assessment.  After a break for lunch we will travel to a pond and a Pond Conservation surveyor will demonstrate the survey method.  You will then have an opportunity to carry out the survey method in pairs with Pond Conservation staff on hand to advise.  We will then return to the training room to discuss the results and the survey and assessment methods, and will finish by 4pm.

Please note these are not training courses in identification.  In order to carry out the surveys you will need to be able to identify pond plant species and / or invertebrates to at least family level.

National Survey Methods

The National Pond Survey (NPS) method has been widely applied in national and regional pond surveys and is being promoted as the UK’s standard method for comprehensive pond surveys of plants, invertebrates and physico-chemical variables.

PSYM (Predictive SYstem for Multimetrics, pronounced “sim”) provides a method for assessing the ecological quality of ponds.  It uses a computer model to compare survey data collected from a pond with that predicted for a reference non-degraded site at the same location and altitude.  It was developed by the Environment Agency and The Ponds Conservation Trust to assess pond quality in a national context for monitoring and reporting and to assess trends through time.  

The PSYM model is based on a reference dataset of comprehensive NPS surveys of over 500 sites.  It is currently only applicable to surveys of ponds in England and Wales in summer.  The biological sampling method for PSYM is identical to that of NPS, and although all species of plant are identified (as in NPS) macroinvertebrates are only identified to family level.

The Pond Inventory fieldsheet has been developed to provide a standard method of recording the characteristics of a pond which can be linked to any biological recording.

The National Pond Monitoring Network aims to bring together as partners all the organisations with an interest in ponds & pond species to:

1. promote pond surveys through working towards establishing a national monitoring programme, simulating and co-ordinating pond survey activity and building up the national pond inventory

2. provide a UK focus for pond survey data by creating a web accessible database of new and existing data (now available at www.pondnetwork.org.uk)

3. provide a UK centre of pond survey expertise to provide technical support and training.
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You can book a place on a training course by filling in this form and posting it back to us with your payment.  Alternatively you can provisionally book a training place by phoning Olive Gearing on 01865 483249 (afternoons only) and giving your details or by filling in this form and emailing it to info@pondconservation.org.uk.  We will hold a place for you for seven days to give you time to get your payment to us.  We will confirm your place when we receive your payment.  Please let us know if you need us to send you an invoice before payment can be made.

Please make cheques payable to Pond Conservation, and send them with a copy of this form, to Pond Conservation, c/o BMS, Oxford Brookes University, Gipsy Lane, Oxford, OX3 0BP.

	Application Form

I would like to attend the following one day pond survey training course:

( Warrington on Wednesday 31 August 2005 

( Warrington on Thursday 1 September 2005

( Oxford on Tuesday 6 September 2005

( Oxford on Wednesday 7 September 2005

( I enclose a cheque for £200 / £50 (delete as appropriate, £200 for government or commercial organisations, £50 for charities or volunteer individuals) made payable to Pond Conservation.  VAT is included in this price (our VAT number is 596487177).  We will send you a receipt.

	Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Phone
	

	email
	

	Are you able to identify pond plants? Yes / No / Some

	Are you able to identify pond invertebrate families? Yes / No / Some

	Are you able to bring your own waders? Yes / No   If not please give your shoe size:

	Will you need a parking space?  Yes / No 

	Date
	


The small print

· We will provide all the equipment needed and drinks on the day, but please bring your own lunch and suitable clothing in case of rain.

· The survey method involves getting into a pond.  If this is likely to be difficult for you please let us know in advance.

· These training courses are not suitable for children under 16.

· Attending training courses is at your own risk.

· Because of limited numbers of places we can initially only give places to two people from a single office.  If you have more staff who would like to attend please let us know.










