Our ref: PJ/KF

8 February 2005 

Dear Colleague

Heads of the Valleys Partnership Programme: consultation event for voluntary and community organisations

I am writing to invite you to a consultation event for voluntary and community organisations, organised by WCVA on behalf of the Heads of the Valleys Partnership Programme.  The event will take place at Merthyr Tydfil Football Club, Penydarren Park, Park Terrace, Merthyr Tydfil, on 3 March 2005.

The Programme was launched by Andrew Davies, Minister for Economic Development and Transport at the end of 2004 to tackle the issues faced by Heads of the Valleys communities, and is intended to be a wide-ranging and joined up strategy for the area.  The Minister recognises the contribution of voluntary and community groups to the regeneration of the area, and hopes that they will be able to play a full part in the new Programme.

This consultation event is the beginning of a process to consider how voluntary and community groups can engage with the Programme and to identify their priorities.  The issues and ideas raised at the event will contribute to an outline strategy to be submitted to the Minister later in March, which will then be the subject of public consultation.  The outline strategy is intended to set the direction for the Programme, and we expect there to be opportunity to follow up the results of the consultation event to develop more concrete proposals. 

The event is open to groups based in or whose activities include the Heads of the Valleys area.    

If you would like to attend the meeting, please complete the attached form and return it to Kate Fletcher, WCVA, Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff, CF10 5FH.  We will forward further details of the Programme and the event.  If you are unable to attend but wish to receive details of the Programme and make comments in writing, please indicate on the attached form.   

Yours sincerely

Phil Jarrold

Deputy Chief Executive
 

