Stoney Wood: Past, Present and Future
Do YOU want to get involved with the future of Stoney Wood? Here is you chance to find out more and contribute to the development of the area. BTCV and the Stoney Wood Group are holding a 'Visioning Event' at Stoney Wood, Wirksworth, on Saturday 26th February 2005 11am - 4pm. The history of the site, from quarry to open recreational space, will be covered and new ideas explored. This event is funded by the Countryside Agency through the Defra Aggregate’s Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF), which has been set up to support communities affected by the quarrying industry. 

Stoney Wood is an open community woodland managed and cared for by the local residents. Formerly a working limestone quarry, the site has now been partially filled and landscaped, and includes areas of newly planted trees, seating, disabled access and interpretation boards. 

The visioning event is used to define a 'vision' - a collection of shared ideas of what a community seeks to achieve in the future, which can then be used to guide future decisions for the site and the community group.  Key questions in this process are: 1. Where are we now (as a group and site)? 2. Where are we going? 3. Where do we want to go? and 4. How do we get there? Skills and techniques learnt on this day can also be used to develop other community sites and groups.

Everyone is welcome to this event which is designed to increase public awareness of what has already happened at Stoney Wood, bring together ideas for future development of the site, and address ways in which these ideas can be achieved. Three main areas for future development and improvement will be covered (i) conservation, (ii) recreation and (iii) education. Addressing these issues should help to maintain and / or increase the biodiversity of the site, improve the recreational facilities and increase the level of environmental education taking place at Stoney Wood thereby using the site as an outdoor classroom. The day will start at 11am, at Stoney Wood's main entrance by the Wirksworth to Middleton road, with a introductory talk by Andy Pollock on the history of the site - activities will then follow that explore current and new ideas for the site. After lunch we will move on to BTCV's training room on The Dale for further discussions.  

If you would like to find out more about Stoney Wood Visioning event and / or join in with the fun activities and work tasks run throughout the year then please contact the team on 01629 825317. 

 

 

