“Teaching Trees”

Lineham Farm

10-12 June 2005

Itinerary

Friday 10 June 4.00 – 7.00 pm

Arrivals and settle in.

7.00 pm Justin Williamson SWA Regional Co-ordinator

Welcome and domestics

7.15 pm Alex Argyropulo, SWA, Forest Schools

Alex is a qualified forest school leader employed by Shropshire County Council on a part-time basis to deliver forest school sessions to early years children. His own woodland has been adopted as the County Demonstration Site and is managed by him for this use. Alex` presentation will give the Shropshire forest schools experience since it started 2 years ago.

8.00 pm Barbecue and relax!

Saturday 11 June

9.30 – 5.00 Glenn Gorner, Hugh Mathieson and Mike Hawley from the Royal Forestry Society Yorkshire Division’s “Teaching Trees” project.

Most of the day will be spent on a practical session in the Farm`s woods with a break for lunch.

Learn about: using maths to work out the age and height of trees, taking bark rubbings, tree faces, the blind fold string trail, minibeast hunting, canopy compass and the star orienteering game.

During the afternoon session will be some whole group activities such as the Food Web Game, How a Tree Works and the Bee Hive Game. 

All these activities will show woodland learning in action and illustrate the potential for “teaching trees” as a valuable and stimulating educational tool and provide an opportunity for some group hilarity!

5.00 pm Forestry Commission speaker

Our sponsors for the weekend will be joining us for a short session when we hope to learn a little more about the new England Woodland Grant Scheme.

6.00 pm Kerry Netherway Leeds City Council Ranger

Kerry has produced an education pack for use by teachers and her presentation will look at some of the details.

7.00 pm Barbecue/evening meals

9.00 pm Bat Walk

An informal walk around the Farm`s wetland when we`ll look at some of the ways modern technology is helping us research and identify bats.

Sunday 12 June 

9.30 am Glenn Gorner and the Deadwood Trail

Glenn`s session will kick off with a PowerPoint presentation followed by a woodland walk to look at the importance of deadwood habitats. Glenn will demonstrate how deadwood is relevant to the National Curriculum.

12.00 Final remarks and discussion

12.30 – 1.00 pm Depart

(The barbecues and timing of some sessions may be changed subject to weather conditions etc)

