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The Bilton Conservation Group has a membership of almost 500 residents living in Bilton on the rural fringe of north Harrogate, North Yorkshire, U.K.

The group is a member of the Council for the Protection of Rural England, the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers and the Nidd Gorge Advisory Partnership for Conservation.  We are a democratic, non-profit making body with no affiliation to any political party.  Bilton Conservation Group formed on 19th May 1982 to protect a fragment of the Royal Forest of Knaresborough. With the river as its northern boundary in a deep ravine (Nidd Gorge), Bilton existed for centuries disturbed only by the King’s visits to his Royal Hunting Park, established here in 1170.  The park was abandoned during the Civil War, since when it reverted to farmland, small-scale coal mining, flax and forestry.  The magnificent railway viaduct has spanned the gorge over 40 metres below since 1847, but by 1970 the line had gone and the woodlands succumbed to car wrecks and neglect.  Motorcycle scramblers from far and wide were ruining the woods and wildlife. All that, as they say, is history. Twenty-five years of conservation work has paid off! The wildlife is back, wild flowers flourish, thousands of trees have been planted and two public appeals have put almost 200 acres of woods and riverside in safe hands.
2000 more trees should link Nidd Gorge with the urban fringe by autumn!

Visitors are most welcome to this special area – but please:

Take nothing but photographs

Kill nothing but time

Leave nothing but footprints
[Web site: www.biltonconservationgroup.co.uk]
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