Mapping Veteran Trees on Ashtead Common National Nature Reserve.

About Ashtead Common
Ashtead Common is a National Nature Reserve and public open space owned and managed by the Corporation of London. The 200 hectares, largely bordered by open countryside, is of national and European conservation value and supports a variety of woodland, grassland and wetland habitats. The most important feature is over 2300 veteran oak pollards that are relics of its past use as wood pasture.  Of particular note is the large amount of dead and decomposing wood, a rare and important habitat supporting a rich assemblage of invertebrates, breeding birds, plants fungi and other wildlife. The Common holds a rich historical and archaeological interest dating back to Roman times. The past land use has influenced the Common to create its rich ecological and cultural diversity. Ashtead Common is managed as a community woodland project with staff working alongside local volunteers and contractors, to deliver the objectives of site management plan.
Mapping Veteran Trees.
During December 2002, two contractors used the Global Positioning System (GPS) to establish (via satellites) the precise position of the 2,303 veteran oaks on Ashtead Common.

These ancient pollarded oak trees are thought to be at least 400 years old.  Around 60% of them are still alive and collectively, they represent the dead wood habitat that earns the site its designation as a National Nature Reserve.

Each tree’s location and condition are shown on a computer-generated map, using seven simplified categories.  The result is a striking visual representation of the condition of this ancient woodland, including its health, density and the extent of previous fire damage.  This information will no doubt prove invaluable to visitors to this National Nature Reserve and Public Open Space, and help the Corporation of London ensure the longevity of this important natural resource.

For more information, please visit www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/ashtead.

