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Treework Environmental Practice, Cheston Combe, Church Town,  Backwell, BS48 3JQ

Tel: 01275 464466

email: nevfay@treework.demon.co.uk

Ancient Tree at Ham Green, Bristol

Restoration Retrenchment Pruning & Prevention of  fire vandalism to hollow trunk of ancient wood pasture oak 

on development site

Arboricultural Manager: Paul Muir

Concept for Veteran Tree Protection System: Paul Taylor

Consultant: Neville Fay
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Specification was for a 20% height reduction and a 30% reduction in the weight of major deadwood (inset prior to operations, main picture following tree surgery)
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Detail above of hollow bole entry points requiring restriction of access to prevent entry by youths and specifically the lighting of fires which had caused extensive damage in the past. The original specification was for fabricated steel mesh grid to replace the chain-link fencing that had been wrapped around the bole.
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Our team on site decided that steel mesh was at risk of being ripped off the tree and their solution was to cut individual pieces of oak slab to fit each hole and to cable these to each other through the hollow bole. The threaded rods could then be tightened from the outside so that the pieces blocked access more securely than a steel mesh, without any damage to live tissue.

The result is an unobtrusive, durable and robust method of blocking such cavities, is less damaging to the tree and potentially less harmful in the future as there is no steel grid for the tree to grow into and around. Access into the hollow is still possible for small mammals, yet there is less of an opportunity for the space to be filled with rubbish as is often the case with a steel grid.
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Detail above, of internal steel cabling. Holes were drilled through each oak slab and long eye bolts inserted from the inside. Steel cables were passed through each eye and joined together with cables. The slabs could then be tightened against each other from the outside.
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The pictures above illustrate how well hidden slabs cut from the outer sections of a log can be and future applications of such a technique may specify such slabs. However we expect the effects of weathering to ensure that the remaining pieces of oak become more discrete with time.
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