ANCIENT TREE FORUM
FIELD MEETING AT TATTON PARK, CHESHIRE

11" June 2009

On a cooler June day than normal day last weeRTitemet up at Tatton Park near Manchester to
hold another of it’s highly informing and enterti@ig ancient tree days out.

With a host of the country’s top ‘tree professonsattendance we knew we were in for a treat. There
would be lots of, shall we say, ‘lively discussibtisoughout the day. It was also great to searBri
(National Trust) and Sue travelling up all the vimym Cornwall. That's dedication for you.

Assembling in the main car park the signs wereilupkavourable with the darker clouds seemingly
skirting to the north of Manchester.

We were met by 3 of the East Cheshire rangerstii.arhe park is owned by the National Trust but
administered by East Cheshire Council. Ade Bel¢h@rd Dickson and Clem West. Ade gave a brief
history of the park. Saying that at one time theers of the park could walk into the centre of
Manchester without leaving their land. A distan€&® miles!

Very visible next to the car park was a large-gidibeech which provided the initial discussion area
and was also a tree that would be returned to ilatizre day.

Right, ‘tree professors’ rounded up everyone — \eeaweady to go...
The Tatton Park rangers led us across grasslaratdsva group of trees where we stopped by several

sweet chestnuts. A lovely specimen tree was sudvbyelill Butler and a local ATH volunteer
verifier.

????

Caroline Davis admires the weet Chestnut

These trees were under pressure from access problaint was suggested that perhaps the area
could be discreetly made more difficult to get yothe public.

When there are large events visitors drive inte #iwodland area to stay over camping. Obviousky lot
of vehicles parking under these great trees haletramental effect on their health.



Next to this tree almost was one of Ted’s favourges, a Turkey oak. This tree had grown up in a
spiral or as David Lonsdale more correctly callgukiical growth. This was a good discussion point.

Further on, David discussed the leaf miner andgzhasound a leaf with what he said was a fly grub
wrapped inside it.

On to fallen Beech. Here was a chance for Ted, dydwike, Caroline, Neville, Vikki, Brian and
others to have a really ‘interesting’ chat regagdis demise.

With hollowing, tree base width, compensatory gtoamd weight of the tree being discussed. | seem
to remember various comments coming out like, “goeione stage beyond reality” and “I still haven’t

moved you on”.



Ted & David stand in front of our first ‘Fallen Clasroom’

This Beech had been a living part of the avenueimifact, still is very much part of the avenue,
gently decomposing away, and providing a perfepoojnity to learn from.

Our local ATH volunteer verifier provided a very oi@oint regarding the soil stability in this area
being a problem and one of the rangers confirmatf#itt by pointing out the lake lower down the
slope that used to be a stream. He also pointetheuleaning’ group of trees that seemed to want t
go for a swim in the aforementioned lake.

These Trees are off for a swim!!!!

We moved up the avenue to another ‘fallen classtodikki and John discussed the merits and
characteristics of avenues. David also gave oueseise words and even let me picture him framed
by the backdrop of the fallen tree.



David relaxes...

The group at then next ‘Fallen Classroom’



On, on we must get on...

Around the other side of the lake was what coul@pially be the oldest tree in the park. A ‘phoeni
Ash. This old tree was a bit of a mystery. Wasdbppiced old tree? Had it been ‘pleached’? Was it
part of a long gone hedgerow? Anyway | thoughtatld make a good tree to get inside and film...
head a shoulders inside | thought | know that AMéASPS! Out quickly. | think I'll give that shot a
miss.

A ‘Pleached’ Ash from a long gone hedgerow?



Whilst on about filming, |1 had noticed Andrew haaibght his video camera. It did look a rather dated
video camera! After a little while Andrew explaingdavas the latest thermal imaging camera that only
cost about £25,000!!! Well | knew that really.

Mike Ellison takes a peek at the tree with the th&al imaging camera

This camera proved to be of great interest througtie day giving insights into tree ‘faults’, heat
transfer inside the tree and generally being a dievension to analysing ancient trees, veteran trees
and in fact any tree it was pointed at. Amazing.too

It certainly got the ‘tree professors’ talking. Mbji about issues which were from another planéaias
as | understood.



Being a deer park it was no surprise to see deeinvoods at a distance but it was quite a teaeeé
two small fawns within inches of our group. Oneabgate that | walked straight by and another lying
inside a hollowed out hawthorn. This one made lidnt photo opportunity. Apparently the mothers
have the fawn then leave them for a day or twd timtly get on their feet. Often visitors to thelkpar
will bring the creatures in to the rangers thinkthgy have been abandoned.

See anything unusual?



The ‘Deer Hawthorn’ an ancient hollowed out tree

After an alfresco lunch in the car park we gathenede again under the canopy of the large veteran
Beech.

Adventitious roots, dysfunctional, vascular tissegscular channels, meripolous, gunnaderma etc all
coming up many times in discussions providing traug to get very technical which was great to
hear but as a layman takes much digesting later.

The ‘local’ tree professor Mike Ellison gave a verformative talk discussing the tree, he alsoddlk
about the thermal images, giving great insights these old trees.



The last area of the park we visited revealed ta@emt oaks. One in an enclosed area was a gieat ol
oak pollard and the other easier to view was halbwut nicely. Again the thermal camera providing
fantastic images.

Vikki tells us about this ancient oak tree.



Oak Pollard in the parkland.

As we were walking through the grounds Caroline ra&d a lovely ‘natural coronet cut’ on a

Beech.



Then all too soon it was time to wind up the daygcpedings and retire to a waterhole in sunny
Knutsford. A town badly hit by the recession! Irthinot. My first visit. Perhaps next time | vidit,
will come in my Ferrari estate.

All'in all a brilliant day out with the Ancient TeeForum. Thanks to the staff at Tatton Park arallto
who attended.

More photographs of the day can be found at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/14919622 @N02/sets/72659870367031/
or here for other of the ATF Sets

http://www.flickr.com/photos/14919622 @N02/collected72157617701932731/



