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I’m Surrey’s New Woodland Heritage Project Officer and am based at SWT’s Head office in Pirbright. Welcome to the Woodland Heritage Project’s first monthly newsletter!

Working alongside Adam Curtis (SCC Woodlands Officer) and Simon Cullum (SWT Project Development Manager), I have just begun work on the final bid to secure Heritage Lottery Funding for this exciting new project, aiming to create the most comprehensive database yet of Surrey’s Ancient Woodlands, using the knowledge and skills of people from all walks of Surrey life. 
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Surrey is England’s most wooded county and yet only 5% of this is ancient woodland. Much of this is at risk from development and fragmentation as Surrey’s popularity with developers increases. As a quick example…91% of our coppiced woodland has been lost in the last 50 years!
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Ancient Woodlands are important for cultural, historical and conservation reasons
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Our woodlands are nationally important as habitats for many rare and declining species of flora such as the Juniper, the Box and Starved Wood Sedge, and fauna such as the Stag Beetle, Bechstein’s Bat, the Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary and Wood White Butterflies, Spotted Flycatcher, Nightingale and Hawfinch. 

Surrey’s ancient woodlands are intrinsically linked with the historical events that have shaped our culture and our landscape and yet the current records are incomplete and, in some cases, non-existent. Just as an example, there are no official records of anything under 2ha (the equivalent of 2.5 football pitches) or any veteran trees! 

The project is a result of a partnership between Surrey Wildlife Trust, Surrey County Council and the Forestry Commission. Its main aims are as follows:

1. Find and record Surrey’s Ancient Woodland, Veteran Trees and other significant woodland features.

2. Engage Surrey’s communities at every level, from initial data collection, to surveying, to protection and management.

3. To use this data as a planning, educational and management resource to both protect the woodlands and reacquaint Surrey’s residents with their woodland heritage. 

The database will then be used to produce Surrey’s first Woodland Heritage Atlas in a variety of accessible formats.  

The uses for the Atlas are limitless. It will be especially effective as an educational tool (linking the national curriculum to woodlands), as a planning tool and as a management resource to help actively protect the woodlands.

Throughout the project, we will be training up volunteers from a wide range of cultural backgrounds, working alongside community regeneration projects, Surrey interest groups and other professional bodies. 

Many of our volunteers will learn new skills and discover their countryside for the first time. This project recognises that ancient woodlands are vital not only from a conservation point of view but for the sense of identity that they give Surrey’s increasingly diverse and fragmented population. 

An Access Grant has been secured to enable us to research and complete the final bid, a draft of which will be ready in February 2005. The final bid will be submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund in July. Additional information can be found via SWT’s website www.surreywildlifetrust.co.uk 

To make things more fun and as part of our research (of course), we need your help to locate and record your favourite veteran trees or examples of ancient woodlands. Every month, the best example will feature as our “Tree of the Month” We will need pictures, exact location (including grid reference) and any related interesting stories or myths!  Any one can enter, so please pass this on. This Month we are featuring one of our Flagship Trees.



Circumference: 7.2m (23.5 feet)
Age: 800 + (Exact age is a mystery. A branch has been dated at 332y) 

Origins of Name:
 ‘Crouche’ (middle English for Cross) or ‘Crockoake’ after crooked or ‘croc’ referring to a pot or vessel thrown down. Evidence of mid 17th Century ware has been found, suggesting potters may have worked nearby.
Legend has it that…

The crouch oak is part of the ancient forest of Windsor.

In the 19th Century, ‘young ladies’ boiled the bark, believing it was a powerful love potion.

Druids believed it has special healing powers.

Why it’s a heritage tree…

Addlestone residents are fiercely protective of it. It has a book written about it and a pub named after it. It is a haven for wildlife in an otherwise urban area and is visually striking.  “This tree is part of our (Addlestone’s) heritage; it has witnessed several centuries of history and has been part of the lives of many thousands of ordinary men and women as well as a few extraordinary ones ... We must safeguard and cherish this magnificent tree so that it may continue to be a source of pleasure and pride for the generations to come.”

Photo: Becky Fairbairn  

Information & quotes obtained with kind permission from Brush, Pamela .J The Crouch Oak Tree. Addlestone Historical Society. 2002.
TO CONTACT US:

For more information about the project or to get involved, please contact me:

Helen Stanley

Woodland Heritage Project Officer

Surrey Wildlife Trust

School Lane

Pirbright

Woking

Surrey GU24 0JN   

T:01483 795448



Email: hstanley@surwild.cix.co.uk

Fact File… ‘The Crouch Oak, Addlestone’, Surrey 





Now For The Fun Bit…








Progress to Date








The Project 








Why Protect Our Ancient Woodlands ?








Hello…














