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Dorset Ancient Tree Forum
Expression of interest
The Ancient Tree Forum (ATF) borne out of the success of the Veteran Tree Initiative has become the leading group promoting the celebration, conservation, management and knowledge base for the UK’s ancient and veteran trees. This success has paved the way for county ATF’s with Cornwall leading with the first one in 2004. 
Dorset has an outstanding ancient and veteran tree resource. Trees are found within existing and former deer parks, pasture woodlands, town and country parklands and some commons as well as occurring within the wider landscape in woodlands, hedgerows, fields and churchyards. 
Ancient and veteran trees are of great importance for their wildlife supporting often rare and scarce species of invertebrates, lichen and fungi. More familiar species also rely on such trees at various times in their life, notably bats and hole nesting birds. 

As well as being of considerable ecological importance, many ancient trees have significant cultural and historical value. Trees such as the Martyr’s sycamore at Tolpuddle are a well known landmark tree. 
Despite the importance and value that communities, landowners and individuals place on their ancient and veteran trees many have been lost often as a result of past land and forestry management and development. As well as this many trees were ‘working’ such as pollards. The cessation of this traditional management has lead to the decline of many of our old trees.  

The Dorset ATF is now inviting expressions of interest to become members. Membership will be free and is open to organisations, agencies, local authorities, landowners, businesses, and individuals who have an interest or involvement with ancient and veteran trees.  
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	Fax

	

	Brief details of interest/involvement with ancient/veteran trees

	


* Could you please copy, email, or pass on to anyone else you may know who may be interested. Thank you. 
Please return if possible by 31 March 2005 details to: Sean Cooch @English Nature, Slepe Farm, Arne, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5BN. 

Or email: sean.cooch@english-nature.org.uk
· Please note. Our aims and objectives will be as or more-or-less as described in the constitution of the Cornwall Ancient Tree Forum. This is available as a downloadable document from the national ATF website. It is worthwhile viewing the website for further information on the ATF.  

· There is no closing date for registering as members although we would like to set up/elect a small management board by the end of April 2005. At least one event is planned for this summer as well as at least one field meeting. You prompt reply to this flyer will therefore be appreciated.  
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