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GLOUCESTERSHIRE ORCHARD GROUP 
G.O.G. 

  

NEWSLETTER   Issue 13 Spring 2008 

 
VISIT OUR GOG WEBSITE    www.orchard-group.org.uk/glos 

GOG AIMS TO CONSERVE, PROMOTE & CELEBRATE TRADITION AL 
ORCHARDS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER:  1 September 2008 
Send articles to Secretary/Editor Ann Smith by email smithcovell@btinternet.com 
Or by post to: 109 Orchard Way, Churchdown, Gloucester GL3 2AP 
To join GOG, please also contact Ann Smith. 
 
If you have comments about or contributions to our website, please contact Webmaster Peter Smith 
by email www@orchard-group.org.uk 
 
Chairman: Dave Kaspar of Day’s Cottage, Upton Lane, Brookthorpe, Gloucester GL4 0UT 
01452 813602 
Treasurer: Paul Bloomer 64 Grange Court, Northway, Tewkesbury GL20 8TE 
01684 290038 
Email   paul_bloomer@yahoo.co.uk 
Mailings Assistance: Daphne Bloomer  
Honorary Members: Charles Martell, Richard Fawcett and Alan Watson 
 
National Orchard Forum (NOF) www.nat-orchard-forum.org.uk  
GOG is a group member of NOF.  
Back copies of both GOG and NOF newsletters are available from Ann (£1/copy inc. p&p, or 
free by email).  Titles of topics covered are also available, at no charge. 
 
GOG and NOF newsletters are printed by HB Digital Printing Ltd hbprintsales@aol.com 
We are grateful to this company for their help. 
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GOG cannot be held responsible for accuracy of info rmation. 
Some of the events listed here are imminent, so please check! 
 
Stop Press:  Charles Martell’s Apple Data/Book – “Native Apples of Gloucestershire” is 
now on the GOG website www.orchard-group.org.uk/glos   On home page, go to Apples 
on left-hand menu.  Copyright to Charles, but it can be printed off directly from the 
web.  It is a working document, so there will be amendments/additions/further 
photographs over time.  Congratulations to Charles for the years of painstaking 
research. 29/4/08    (Thanks to webmaster Peter Smith for uploading the data). 
 
GOG committee: 
Dave Kaspar (Chairman), Paul Bloomer (Treasurer), Ann Smith (secretary/coordinator/newsletter editor & 
membership secretary), Helen Brent-Smith, Juliet Bailey (Gloucestershire Naturalists Society & BAP 
partnership), Alan Watson (county arboriculturist and co founder of GOG), Jim Chapman (Hartpury Historic 
Land & Buildings Trust & building perry centre), Chris Wedge (Natural England & BAP partnership), Rob 
Watkins (nurseryman of Lodge Farm Trees, nr Berkeley), Meyrick Brentnall (Gloucester City 
Council/Severnside Project), Elaine Shears (Gloucestershire Organic Gardening Group) and (new for 2008) 
Martin Hayes (tree surgeon and apple supplier).  Dave and Helen also run Days Cottage Apple Juice (organic 
juice, cider & perry makers) and are building the GOG orchard & rural skills centre at their museum orchard in 
Brookthorpe, Gloucester.  Webmaster: Peter Smith. 
 
Membership renewal 
Thanks to those who have renewed.  Membership stands at currently 215, rising steadily (peaks after Apple 
Day).  We have plenty of GOG leaflets if anyone needs any for events, plus display boards and posters. 
 
New members 
New members receive on joining: 
Welcome letter, latest newsletters (for that year), training & events flier, titles of all the back issues GOG and 
Nat Orchard Forum newsletters, Peoples Trust for Endangered Species survey form & covering letter.  If you 
reside in South Gloucestershire, you also receive a list of Bristol area community orchards. 
PLEASE CONTACT ANN SMITH IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THESE ON JOINING.  We generally 
email these at first if you are on email (to save resources) or post if not.  Then you receive subsequent mailings 
by post.  This may change in the future. 
 
Mailings 
All members can expect to receive the following each year: 
1.  Winter flier  with training and AGM details (late January) 
2.  Spring GOG newsletter (April) 
3.  Summer flier with training and events (approx. July) 
4.  Autumn GOG newsletter (late September) – also includes Apple Day events around Gloucestershire. 
 
Thanks for your patience. Ann can get a little delayed with mailings as there is a plethora of activity ongoing 
throughout the year. This includes many orchard-related enquiries (phone and email), membership, collating 
orchard information from around the UK and the county for members, website updates, organizing events and 
maintaining the library, to name a few!  We are committed to trying to keep you up to date with the many 
orchard issues, both national and local.  Do look at the Gloucestershire Orchard Group website for a wealth of 
information, including Gloucestershire cultivars (Charles Martell’s extensive fruit research). 
 
Vacancies 

1. We welcome any volunteer who would be willing to take minutes at the AGM each February.   
2. Help is always appreciated with manning our display boards at events. 
Contact Ann please if you are able to help. 
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TRAINING 
GOG offers a subsidized rolling programme of pruning, grafting  and budding with Dave Kaspar in 
Brookthorpe, Gloucester, home to the museum orchard.  A free fruit identification  workshop is provided each 
autumn at Pershore College, with Richard Toft.  
 
 
 
SUMMER EVENTS  

·  Budding workshop with Dave Kaspar at Days Cottage, Upton Lane, Brookthorpe, near Gloucester 
GL4 0UT.   BOOK NOW! 

Thursday 10 July and Thursday 17 July 2008 (please choose one). Charge: £15 (which is subsidized) for 
members. Non members £25.  Booking is ESSENTIAL.  Please give Dave a ring on 01452 813602 if interested 
and he can book you in.  There will be access to propagation material from the museum orchard. Speak clearly if 
you get the answerphone and please ring at sociable times. Opportunity to look around the museum orchard and 
developing Orchard & Rural Crafts Centre Dave & Helen are building, with GOG. 
Plum, quince, pear and apple rootstocks should be available (one rootstock per person is included in the price, 
but you can buy more at a small extra charge). Our full GOG library is not available at the budding workshops, 
but Dave has useful books to browse and the full library should be present at the plum day, below. 
Tea and coffee provided.  Please bring a sharp knife (and elastoplasts!). 
 
Further Details on the following will be sent out in July: 
 

·  Plum Day in late August (venue at GOG member Trevor Giles’ extensive organic commercial 
orchards near Evesham, hopefully to coincide with Pershore Plum Day around the Bank Holiday 
(probably Monday 25 August 2008) 

·  Perry Pear Day Autumn show at the Three Counties showground, Malvern September with the Three 
Counties Cider & Perry Association. 

·  GOG social and communal juicing event – we hope that Dave & Helen’s Orchard & Rural Skills 
centre will be almost complete later on this year, so that we can invite our GOG members. 

 
APPLE DAY 2008 (21 OCTOBER) 
GOG will list county-wide events in the autumn newsletter and the GOG website (info to Ann nearer the time, 
please, for collation).  
 
Apple Day 2007 events were held across the county, some with considerable input by GOG members, for which 
the committee is very grateful.  Juicing equipment and Gloucestershire apple displays were available at 
several venues.  A pasteurizer is now available to hire by GOG members for juice production. 
 
 
 WINTER EVENTS  
The pruning and grafting workshops by Dave Kaspar were well attended.  Thanks to Dave for his expertise 
and the time he gives to speak with you about your individual orchard questions. 
 
GOG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Dave Kaspar was re-elected as Chairman for 2008 and Paul Bloomer as Treasurer. 
We thank them for their time and excellent support for GOG. 
 
Charles Martell presented his extensive and unique Gloucestershire apple data on CD to GOG (photo also on 
GOG website under Past Events).  This is the culmination of years of painstaking research.  Many thanks to him.  
The data is being checked before going on the GOG website for the public to download and print 
(imminent). The data will also be available in book form as a Field Guide.  GOG will be working with Charles 
in the longer term to produce Perry Pear and Gloucestershire Plum Field Guides (probably loosely bound for 
updates to be added when necessary). 
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Chairman Dave Kaspar (left) receives Gloucestershire Apple Data from Charles Martell (right) Feb 2008 at 
GOG AGM.   © Juliet Bailey 
 
GOG AS A CHARITY  
The committee are looking further into GOG adopting charitable status.  Up to now we have run very 
successfully as a non-profit making organisation, but if we are to be even more active in conservation 
work, the ability to seek a wider range of grants will be invaluable.  Many sources are only available to 
charities.  In addition we would of course be able to reclaim gift-aid on subscriptions. 
If the committee feels it can recommend the idea once the Charity Commission accept the principle, 
then the proposal will be put to the membership for a decision - either at a special meeting or next 
year's AGM. 
 
 
Dr. Keith Alexander’s powerpoint presentation slides on Noble Chafer & Other BAP Species in 
Gloucestershire Orchards are available on the GOG website (under Past Events).  This includes useful photos of 
the noble chafer beetle and pellets. 
 
Keith also writes: 
“I am a freelance ecological consultant, and I specialise in old trees, parks, orchards and invertebrates in 
general. This is how I have been involved with PTES, as I am one of three consultants carrying out orchard 
surveys for Noble Chafer for them - I do the Gloucestershire surveys, the other two cover Worcs & Herefs. I am 
also on the PTES-led Noble Chafer Species Action Plan Steering Group. I am also one of the Hon Directors of 
the Ancient Tree Forum and represent the ATF on the Traditional Orchards Habitat Action Plan working group. 
As a consultant I worked on a scoping study of the wildlife conservation values of traditional orchards as part of 
a national English Nature initiative. So it all gets a bit tangled! 
 
Gloucestershire is just as tangled but it is unravelling now that I have moved to Exeter. I was Chair of the GNS 
Scientific & Publications Committee and a member of the GNS Executive Committee as a result, but no longer 
of course. I am however still the GNS County Beetle Recorder and so the keeper of Noble Chafer records for the 
county! I was on Glos Wildlife Trust's Conservation Committee but left when I moved to Exeter. I set up the 
Glos Invertebrate Group but am no longer directly involved. 
 
By all means let people know that I do carry out orchard surveys and assessments on a consultancy basis. And, 
as I mentioned, I shall be carrying out Noble Chafer surveys on the east side of the river, south of Gloucester, for 
PTES during 2008. If any orchard owners there would like me to ensure that I cover their orchards then 
they can e-mail me.”  
Keith Alexander Contact:  keith.alexander@waitrose.com  01392 413092. 
Note the scoring of orchards for decay 1-3,  1* being excellent (the more decay the better the habitat). 
Keep planting for veteran fruit trees of the future.  Standing dead wood is ideal. 
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Ted Green (left) and Keith Alexander (right) at GOG AGM.  Keith is holding the excellent leaflet by Anita 
Burrough of the Peoples Trust for Endangered Species on Traditional Orchards, a guide to wildlife & 
management (please send A5 SAE to Ann Smith if you would like a copy or pick up at one at many GOG 
events).       © Juliet Bailey 
 
 
 

 
Noble Chafer beetle and its frass (not to scale).  © Keith Alexander & Peoples Trust for Endangered Species. 
www.ptes.org     
 
 
 
Ted Green’s presentation is now available on the GOG website under Past Events.  The Ancient Tree 
Forum produces a series of excellent leaflets on veteran trees and their protection. 
 
Apple Tastings 
Juliet Bailey kindly arranged  Gloucestershire apple tastings as part of an ongoing record on the GOG website. 
 
GOG library 
The extensive GOG library/literature was available at the AGM.  This is also available at the annual plum day,  
GOG social event and identification workshop.  If you are a Corporate member of GOG, feel free to send 
any literature of your own company for display.  Contact Ann for more info. 
 
Produce 
Thanks to all who brought juice, cider, perry, stationery and other orchard-related produce for sale, or for 
sharing, at the AGM.  GOG member Rose Williams is an artist  from Apperley/Deerhurst, interested in local 
history (including orchards!) and is painting Gloucestershire fruit for stationery which is available to purchase 
at some of our events or contact her directly:  seaview@coloursfresh.co.uk 01452 780704   She also takes 
commissions. 
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OTHER TRAINING/EVENTS  (NOT GOG, but some are organized by GOG members): 
 

·  Painswick Rococo Gardens, Head Gardener Chris Hitchcock Thurs 31 July 2008 Summer 
pruning/espalier course. 10am-4pm £20. Can be booked online. www.rococogarden.org.uk 

 
·  Sue Gibson will be repeating her popular workshop on Growing and Training Fruit Trees in 

Small Spaces again this summer. It will take place in her garden in Slimbridge, Glos on Sat 9th 
August 2008 from 10am-4pm. The workshop starts with a session on the principles of fruit growing 
and continues with a practical session on training apple and pear trees as espaliers and other attractive 
shapes. Participants will practise pruning the espaliers and cordons in her garden. Early booking is 
advised, but if the course is over-subscribed as it was last year, a second date will be offered. 
Please call Sue Gibson on 01453 890820, e-mail: sue.gibson@tiscali.co.uk; www.iteachgardening.co.uk 

 
Pershore College tel 01386 552443  www.warkscol.ac.uk/pershore 
South Gloucestershire Council pruning, wassailing etc (with Mr. Fruit, Graham White of Winterbourne Project, 
Bristol) – Contact Sally Pattison 01454 862215 for more info. 
Stroud Valleys Project run occasional courses – Contact Nadine Smykatz-Kloss 01453 753358 for more info. 
Horfield Organic Community Orchard, Bristol/Pauline Markovits pauline.markovits@blueyonder.co.uk 
(including blossom day) 
Ragmans Lane Farm www.ragmans.co.uk Cider and juice-making courses.  Organic farm in the Wye Valley. 
 
TEWKESBURY FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL 
Sat 3 & Sun 4 May 2008. The fourth event (with juice & cider makers) 10am-5pm    01684 272249 
 
 
ORCHARD FAMILY DAY   
Sun 4 May 2008 more on website www.newbreweryarts.org.uk 
The New Brewery Arts, Brewery Court, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 1JH 
Tel: 01285 657 181 Fax: 01285 644 060   Email: admin@breweryarts.org.uk 
 
Also at this venue:   THE ORCHARD EXHIBITION  by Edwina Bridgeman 26 April – 22 June 2008 
Edwina Bridgeman is working on a new touring exhibition in collaboration with Brewery Arts. It is a re-creation 
of the experience of being in the contemplative surroundings of an orchard, distilled through her own vision and 
experience. She is also calling on the stories and experiences of others to make 25 additional pieces of mixed 
material work. The central installation is of  ‘the gated orchard’ with three main trees, a ladder, an apple box and 
a grazing animal as well as a host of other hidden wildlife; a space that the visitor must enter to enjoy this place 
of contemplation. These three trees are made from workaday materials, often thrown away, containing objects 
and painted narratives about the history and folklore of orchards and apple-growing. 
 
The exhibition focuses on this imagery, magic, songs, and stories related to apple trees but also reflects the 
resurgence of sustainability and self-sufficiency and the curative qualities of homegrown food, wine and cider. 
The battered old writing table under an apple bough will be the focus of the education work and visitors will be 
encouraged to sit and write (or draw) their memories, or compose poems and prose about their own memories of 
apple-picking, cider-drinking etc. 
 
The exhibition is supported by the Ernest Cook Trust. We are planning a full support programme of work in 
local schools. For more information contact education@newbreweryarts.org.uk 
 
 (Thanks to GOG member Miranda Leonard miranda@newbreweryarts.org.uk for the above information). 
 
 
 
MALVERN SPRING GARDENING SHOW   
8-11 May 2008 
 
WOODLAND TRUST IMMINENT COURSE 
The Woodland Trust, in partnership with the University of Gloucestershire is holding a number of lifelong 
learning courses in Cheltenham.  Experts from both organisations will lead a mixture of talks and hands-on 
activities at the University, plus interactive visits to the stunning Lineover Wood.  This allows course members 
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to explore historic wooded landscapes, discover ancient trees, find out why spring is coming early and to meet 
people with a passion for nature. 
There are three courses, which take place on {Saturday 19th April}, Thursday 22nd May and Saturday 7th & 
Sunday 8th June.   
Book now at www.glos.ac.uk/subjectsandcourses/allagelearning 
or contact: AllAge Learning, University of Gloucestershire, Pittville Studios, Albert Road, Cheltenham  
GL52 3JG     Tel: 01242 714940      email: pittvillestudios@glos.ac.uk 
 
NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT 2008 
7th June 2008.  Discover the wonder of moths and assist with their conservation by taking part in this annual 
celebration of moths and moth recording.  Orchard owners and anyone else interested, please see 
www.nationalmothnight.info or contact Sarah-Ann Boon 01929 406009.   
 
MALVERN THREE COUNTIES SHOW  
13-15 June 2008 includes Regional Food & Drink Village (cider & perry producers, inc. Gloucestershire) 
 
GLOUCESTER FOLK MUSEUM EXHIBITION 
The Apple of my Eye 20 September - 8 November 2008 
A look at apples and orchards from the perspective or artists, pickers and growers with some folklore and 
unusual items thrown in! It links in with the Apple Day celebrations at the Folk Museum on 25 October. 
Gloucester Folk Museum is open Tue to Sat 10.0 - 17.00. Free Admission. If you need more info please ring us 
on (01452) 396868 or contact Martin Hayes (GOG committee) martin.hayes9@btinternet.com 
 

BLOSSOM EVENTS 
1. North Bristol's Horfield Organic Community Orchard  10th Birthday Blossom time event is on 

Sunday 27th April  2-4 pm.  Entry via lane opposite 23 Kings Drive, Bishopston, off Kellaway Avenue, 
from M5, turn off A38 along Horfield Common on the right.  (Donations £2, £1) For further 
information contact Pauline Markovits on 0117 924 8124  
Apologies if this information is out of date (it was added to the GOG website in good time – put in your 

diary for next year?!). 
There will be wildlife trails, storytelling and other activities and people can wander round the 100 trees, many of 
which will be in blossom. 
 

2. Also, the Herefordshire Big Apple www.bigapple.org.uk holds blossom events (4 & 5 May 2008) at 
Marcle Ridge, just over the Gloucestershire border from the Dymock area. 

 

NATIONAL FRUIT IDENTIFICATION COURSE 
***** Bookings taken ASAP***** 
Run by expert Simon Clark and Linda Blenkinship (of the Northern Fruit Group and National Orchard Forum). 
Will be held at Pershore College, Worcestershire on Tue 1- Thu 3 July 2008.  Very reasonable charge of £50 
(approx.) 
Possible local excursions to local orchards.  Chance to network with other orchard group representatives. 
For more information and booking please contact Simon Clark now. 
simonclark49@gmail.com   0113 266 3235 (with answer phone)  More info on this course towards the end of 
this newsletter. 
  

�

NURSERIES (also see GOG website) 

 
Lodge Farm Trees  
Lodge Farm, Rockhampton, Berkeley GL13 9DY 01454 260 310 (Rob Watkins) rob@lodgefarmtrees.co.uk 
www.lodgefarmtrees.co.uk 
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Lodge Farm Trees is a small nursery growing and supplying a range of fruit trees, and soft fruit bushes, 
especially old traditional varieties.  My aim is to promote and grow even more Gloucestershire varieties in the 
near future.  Order early as local varieties sell quickly! 
 
Day's Cottage Apple Juice (Dave Kaspar/Helen Brent-Smith) 
Upton Lane, Brookthorpe, Gloucester GL4 8UT   01452 813602   applejuice@care4free.net 
We have planted over 400 fruit trees, 160 of which form the Gloucestershire Museum Orchard, and all are 
managed organically. Some Gloucestershire fruit trees for sale.    www.applejuice.care4free.net 
 
Thornhayes Nursery, Cullompton, Devon (Proprietor Kevin Croucher)  www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 
Planting advice given on website and in their catalogue.  Kevin has obtained budwood from a range of 
Gloucestershire varieties.  Do ask if he has more varieties not listed in his catalogue.  Also sells many other 
heritage varieties from across the UK. Good size trees for sale. Mail order service. 
 
Small amounts of Gloucestershire varieties of tree fruits are available from the following:�
 
Walcot Organic Nursery 
Lower Walcot Farm, Walcot Lane, Drakes Broughton, Pershore, Worcestershire WR10 2AL 
01386 553697 enquiries@walcotnursery.co.uk   www.walcotnursery.co.uk 
A nursery producing a wide range of fruit trees - apples, plums, pears, quinces organically.  Varieties available 
include both traditional and modern, including some local varieties, on a variety of rootstocks. Trees are 
available bare rooted as 'maidens' and 'bushes' between November and March.  Fruit trees can be delivered or 
collected.  Detailed catalogue available.  Viewing by appointment welcome.   
 
Highfield Nurseries (Managing Director Joan Greenway) 
School Lane, Whitminster GL2 7PL  01452 740266/741309  info@highfield-nurseries.co.uk 
Holds Apple Day each year. 
 
Shapes & Sizes (David Leigh) Pond Cottage, Lemington, Moreton-in-Marsh. Tel/Fax 01608 650991. 
 
   
ORCHARD CONSULTANCY/SKILLED PRACTITIONERS 
Do you need personal advice about the planting of a new orchard or maintenance of an older one?  Dave Kaspar 
can come and visit your orchard as a consultant.  If interested, please give him a ring on 01452 813602 (ring at 
sociable times and speak clearly if you get the answermachine). Dave does earn his living with his juicing & 
cider business and orchard activities, so please understand that he would need to charge a fee for visits.  
Alternatively, come along to GOG events throughout the year and chat with him or partner Helen and other 
experienced members!  For a list of SKILLED PRACTITIONERS (tree surgeons and advice-givers), please 
see the GOG website or contact Ann Smith. Note that Dave is frantically juicing between August and 
November! He will have more time to visit you outside these times. 
 
New GOG member, Trevor Giles/Meadowside Tree Care 01242 690584  Mobile 07971630347 Email:  
trees@makgill.com 
I own approx 2000-3000 plum trees at Hampton Evesham and plan to plant about 1500 more as soon as possible. 
I am fully organic with the Soil Association and sell most of my produce to organic farm foods Honeybourne, 
who pack them and supply Tescos and Sainsbury. I also own a tree surgery business "Meadowside Tree Care" in 
Woodmancote with my partner Allison Makgill. We are fully insured and qualified. We undertake work for local 
authorities as well as private tree work, hedge cutting, fruit tree pruning (including high work on perry pear 
trees). I make cider and perry with a big Vigo press and press juice for anyone who brings fruit and also own a 
small Vigo screw press and may hire it out. 
 
 
TECHNICAL ADVICE NOTES for TRADITIONAL ORCHARD MANA GEMENT  
Natural England (Chris Wedge) has produced a series of very useful leaflets, which are now available to 
download free of charge from: 
http://naturalengland.communisis.com/NaturalEnglandShop/ 
The documents are called TINs :         

TIN012 - Traditional orchards: a summary 
 TIN013 - Traditional orchards: site and tree selection 
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 TIN014 - Traditional orchards: planting and establishing fruit trees 
 TIN015 - Traditional orchards: an introduction to pruning 
 TIN016 - Traditional orchards: formative pruning of young trees 
 TIN017 - Traditional orchards: maintenance pruning 
 TIN018 - Traditional orchards: restoration and management of mature and neglected orchards 
 TIN019 - Traditional orchards: fruit tree health 
 TIN020 - Traditional orchards: orchards and wildlife 
 TIN021 - Traditional orchards: glossary 
Plus other relevant documents (cobnuts, pesticide drift etc).  Eg. key in Orchards in “Search”. 
 

 

NEWS & ARTICLES 
 
TRADITIONAL ORCHARDS HAVE NATIONAL/UK BAP PRIORITY HABITAT 
STATUS 
As we covered in the last GOG newsletter, Joan Ruddock, governmental minister for Biodiversity, and a team of 
media, visited GOG chairman Dave Kaspar and Helen Brent-Smith at their traditional orchards at Days Cottage 
Apple Juice, Brookthorpe, near Gloucester on Tuesday 28 August 2007. She announced that Ministers approve 
priority species and habitats list to focus future conservation action. 
The news release is http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2007/070828b.htm  
This is following Natural England’s detailed ecological surveys at half a dozen sites throughout the UK 
(including Gloucestershire), showing that traditional orchards are a unique habitat for many fauna and flora.   
 

 © Juliet Bailey 

Biodiversity Minister Joan Ruddock and team visit GOG chairman Dave and Helen Days Cottage traditional 
orchards, Gloucester, August 2007. 

ORCHARD& RURAL SKILLS CENTRE AT BROOKTHORPE , nr Gl oucester 
A semi circular track around the centre has been added, with young hedging. Fences and gates have been 
installed. The local yurt is due to arrive in the summer.  Espaliers and cordons have been mapped out.  Pears 
have been planted.  There will be a circular garden of about 40 trees with apples, pears, plums, cherries and soft 
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fruit. This is all very exciting and long-awaited.  There will be opportunities for any of you who would like to 
use the centre for teaching your own orchard-related skills and of course, Dave will continue with his own 
training (pruning, grafting, budding, planting etc).  Rural crafts will be exhibited.  There is easy access to Dave 
and Helen’s existing mature orchards, younger orchards and museum orchard of all known Gloucestershire 
varieties of apple. 
 
VISIT BY BBC GARDENERS WORLD 
Gardeners World filmed Dave & Helen’s orchards and juicing parlour as part of a special programme to plant 
heritage varieties at Berryfields.  Various orchards were visited throughout the UK and all went on air at the end 
of February 2008.  It was disappointing that once again the BBC failed to provide the public with information on 
the huge wealth of expertise of orchard groups across the UK, either on Gardeners World or on the BBC website, 
despite lobbying by GOG and having met with the producer, with a letter sent personally to Monty Don!  Once 
again, the public are left frustrated or in the dark about where to start with gaining access to the thousands of 
heritage cultivars awaiting them and the support from local orchard groups! 
 
COHORT (COLLECTION OF HISTORIC ORCHARDING TREES) 
PROJECT/HARTPURY PERRY PEAR CENTRE  
Completion date is May 2008 and bookings are already being taken for perry & cider making courses in 
September 2008 (details at www.tasteandexplore.com).  The fruit tree planting is over half complete (all the 
known 3 Counties perry pears will be here, plus many Gloucestershire apples and plums, in duplicate).  Natural 
England has also agreed to produce GIS mapping of the ponds and at the same time to plot all the orchard trees 
individually. Otters have already visited the ponds! 
 

Spring 2008 photo by Jim Chapman (oak frame centre). Photo-Voltaic cells, water harvesting, reed bed 
greywater treatment will be added. 

 
 
 
Jim Chapman  jim.chapman@care4free.net    (Jim is on the GOG committee) 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SOURCES OF FUNDING 
 

·  Severn Trent Community Recovery Fund 
Severn Trent Water have kindly agreed to give GOG £10,000 to assist communities in the aftermath of flooding.  
Thanks to our Dave Kaspar, David Dale (Gloucestershire County Council) and Andrew Marsh (Severn Trent) 
for enabling GOG to receive this sum.  It is to be spent on the following: 
 

·  Community orchard groups, including schools & parish councils 
·  Flood damaged orchards 
·  Orchard surveys  
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If you would like to be considered for a grant (possibly upto several hundred pounds), especially if you are a 
community orchard group anywhere in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire, please write or email the GOG 
committee via Ann Smith with brief points: 
Name of group/school/parish, contact details, brief outline of your orchard aims and need.   
Money will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. Naturally, we hope you will plant with 
Gloucestershire varieties of fruit (see our website for listings). Please remember that orchards require ongoing 
maintenance costs.  Ann’s contact details are on the front page of this newsletter.   
 

·  Appeal for Community Project Ideas for £4m Rural Funding Bid – deadline 30 April 2008 
Voluntary and community groups, town and parish councils and individuals living in Stroud District  and 
Tewkesbury Borough are being urged to put forward project ideas as part of a bid for a £4million economic 
development programme to help their rural communities thrive. The Cotswold Edge to Severn Vale Local 
Action Group, with representatives from more than 30 organisations, has been formed to prepare the bid on 
behalf of the two rural districts, bounded by the Cotswold Edge and the River Severn.  
 
Both districts share a common heritage of 'Water and Wool' through the rivers and canals and the wool and cloth 
trades of yesteryear. And they are both working hard in the present-day to make more of tourism, sustainable 
development, footpaths and cycle-ways, local food and the creative industries while encouraging the growth in 
the number of small rural businesses. But all of the rural parishes in the Local Action Group area are seen as 
being in the shadow of the county's major urban centres of Gloucester and Cheltenham, with a high proportion of 
local people commuting for work and leisure. This results in increasing pressure on rural services, on the local 
economy and housing and a growing sense of isolation.  
  
With help from Gloucestershire First, Tewkesbury Borough Council and Stroud District Council, the Cotswold 
Edge to Severn Vale Local Action Group is preparing a bid for more than £4million from the new European-
funded Rural Development Programme for England which, with match funding, could top £8million in 
Gloucestershire over six years. If successful, the money will be made available for pump-priming projects across 
the rural towns and parishes of the area, encouraging them to work together to build on their shared heritage of 
'Water and Wool'. But the project ideas have to come from the communities themselves. 
 
Dan Blake from the Local Action Group said: "We need rural communities to tell us their ideas for local projects 
which will make a difference to the rural economy. We know there is a need for funding, and we know the 
project ideas are out there – we just have to show the evidence. Don't wait until you have a polished project plan 
with all the boxes ticked – let us know your ideas as soon as possible!" 
 
Rural communities are being urged to express their interest by April 30 at the latest. To check if your 
organisation, town or parish is part of the Local Action Group area, register your project ideas or to find out 
more about joining the LAG, contact the LAG project officer Kate Forrest at Gloucestershire First on 01242 
864153, email kate.forrest@glosfirst.co.uk  
 
NB Churchdown, Brockworth & Bishops Cleeve are not included in this scheme. 
 

·  Gloucestershire Environmental Trust  
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust is keen to support local environmental projects and has recently redesigned 
its application form, which should be easy to follow.  Find out more at www.glos-environment-trust.co.uk 
 or contact them at Unit 16, Twigworth Court Business Centre, Twigworth, Gloucester. GL2 9PG  01452 739006 
email info@glos-environment-trust.co.uk 
 

·  Environmental Stewardship Scheme (Entry Level and Higher Level) 
Please see our GOG website (grants section) or for more information, please contact our GOG committee 
member: 
Chris Wedge, Gloucestershire land management team & orchard specialist, 
Natural England, Room 1:18, Block 3, Govt. Buildings, Burghill Road, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol   
BS10 6NJ         tel: 0117 9598644  mob: 077755 93965 
email: chris.wedge@naturalengland.org.uk website: www.naturalengland.org.uk 
 

·  Single Farm Payment 
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A new EU ruling comes into force in 2008, to reverse the ruling that excluded orchards from the Single Farm 
Payment Scheme.  This means that growers will now be free to use their SFP land to grow fruit and vegetables, 
without the area restriction currently imposed. www.rpa.gov.uk 
 
 

·  Natural England has just launched Access to Nature scheme, in conjunction with the Big Lottery 
Fund www.naturalengland.org.uk/leisure/grants-funding/ 
This will be available early in 2008. Community orchards appear to meet the three main strands of the 
scheme. 
 
Local Food 
In Sept 2007, the Big Lottery Fund also announced the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts as an Award 
Partner under its Changing Spaces programme. RSWT will manage Local Food, a new £50 million 
grant scheme. Managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) and 15 consortium partners, 
Local Food will distribute grants to a variety of food-related projects to help make locally grown food 
accessible and affordable to local communities. Communities will benefit from 
 
    * improved health and well-being through exercise and better nutrition; 
    * strengthened local economies through the creation of social enterprises; 
    * and more sustainability through the better use of resources.  
 
Grants from £2,000 up to £500,000 will be awarded to not-for-profit groups and organisations in 
England delivering such projects as growing, processing, marketing and distributing local food; 
composting and raising awareness of the benefits of such activities. The fund will open to applications 
in January 2008. Further details, including application forms and guidance notes will be available from 
Local Food’s website in due course. To receive an outline of the programme and any updates please 
email your full contact details to www.localfood@rswt.org      Also www.localfoodgrants.org 
 

·  Greenspaces Funding (Heritage Lottery) £10,000-50,000 through a consortium of 
environmental groups  www.community-spaces.org.uk  Spring 2008 onwards. 

·  Urban Greenspace project opportunity 
Sustainability South West is happy to announce a new greenspace project for the South West of 
England. ‘Planting Places: cultivating urban greenspace' will make the case for genuinely 
sustainable and joined-up approaches to urban greenspace in the regional growth and regeneration 
agendas (making the links with health, biodiversity, local food production, low carbon access, 
recreation and play, sense of place, quality of life). The project will celebrate top examples of urban 
greenspace in the region and support a strengthened role for its champions/experts. It also includes a 
special event planned for March 2008 and the development of key recommendations for growth and 
regeneration leads. For a document explaining the basics of the project and how ‘urban greenspace 
champions’ can get involved (and a ‘champions form’ to nominate a local project or put your project 
forward to be one of our 10 Greenpsace Champions) see 
www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk/projects/planting_places/ 
Lynn Gibbons Planting Places email: pplaces@sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk 
Sustainability South West, 2 Rivergate, Temple Quay, BRISTOL BS1 6EH    0117 900 1751 
www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk 

 
 

 
·  Breathing Places 3rd round grants totalling £5 million. Announced on BBC Autumnwatch in 

November 2007. Grants to the tune of £1 000 - £10 000 are available across the UK to help create more 
Breathing Places and enhance community involvement in existing ones. The funding is for specific 
projects or activities, which might include creating a community wildlife garden, obtaining professional 
support to advise on wildlife management or training volunteers.The Breathing Places grants 
programme hopes to encourage new applicants but even if you received funding in a previous phase 
you may apply again if you're planning a new project that involves a distinct new group of people. NB 
the closing date for applications is Friday 18th January 2008. For more information see the Breathing 
Places website www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/create/funding.shtml  
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·  Awards For All   The Heritage Lottery Fund awards grants of between £300 and £10,000 for 
communities, schools, health, heritage etc. www.awardsforall.org.uk 

 
·  Landfill Tax funding for orchard creation and restoration etc. See the regulator, Entrust  

www.entrust.org.uk 
 

·  The Tubney Trust www.tubney.org.uk Please note their new funding strategy as they wind down: over 
the next three years they will allocate most of the Trust’s remaining uncommitted funds (approximately 
£26 million) to a small number of large, focused grants.  For this reason, the Trustees have chosen to 
close the charity’s open programmes with the deadline for online applications to our current 
programmes being 5.00pm on 2 June 2008.  See their website for more details. 

 
·  Rural Enterprise Gateway 

REG is looking to support groups of rural businesses, to help them increase their business. £1500 per 
year is made available to be spent on training or consultancy (members need to pay 25% of the fee). 
Membership requires at least 6 rural businesses to have addresses in the South West of England (that 
is Gloucestershire & South & West) 
Mark Russell  Project Officer 01285 889 872 (Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester) 
Rural Enterprise Gateway www.regsw.org.uk 

 
 

·  Sustainable Development Fund 
Approximately £20,000 is available from the Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) for local projects that help to 
make the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) a better place to live. Successful applications 
will have demonstrated that their initiative will  benefit the Cotswolds AONB community, even though their 
business may not necessarily be located in the Cotswolds.SDF is financed by the Defra and managed by the 
Cotswolds Conservation Board. Contact Anne Powell at the Conservation Board on 01451 862035 (Monday to 
Thursday Between 9.00 am and 2.30 pm) or visit www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk 
The guidelines and application form can be accessed by clicking on the “Looking after the Cotswolds” tab, then 
the “Grants” heading in the drop down list; then follow the “Sustainable Development Fund” links.   
 

·  This list is a sample only. There are many smaller community grants (eg Cooperative, 
BTCV Peoples Places, local councils  

 
Gloucestershire County Council, Restoring Our Landscape grant: 
The grant offers up to 30 per cent of the total cost of traditional orchard restoration; maximum of £500 per 
scheme [reviewed annually]. The main condition is that the proposal must be publicly seen, i.e. from a footpath 
or road. 
For further details contact the Landscape Architect for Gloucestershire County Council. Phone: 01452 425678 
 
South Gloucestershire Council operate a grant scheme for orchards: 
 
   1. South Gloucestershire Environment Grant for local groups or voluntary organizations, for environmental 
projects which are of benefit to the wider community. Individuals may also apply. Up to 80% grant support can 
be provided. 
   2. Biodiversity Action Grant , in conjunction with Natural England, to offer support (up to 50%, to a max. of 
£500) to landowners for work which will conserve and/or enhance the biodiversity of South Gloucestershire. 
 
Contact Stuart Bardsley, 01454 863468, stuart.bardsley@southglos.gov.uk South Gloucestershire Council, Civic 
Centre, High Street, Kingswood, South Gloucestershire BS15 9TR. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE NATURE MAP 
This was launched on 4 March 2008 at Shire Hall, Gloucester, with Cllr Julie Girling, Cabinet Member for 
Environment on the County Council as the opening speaker.  She made it clear that the Nature Map is now an 
essential part of the county’s planning process, in a way not yet adopted by other counties.  The project identifies 
areas of core habitats (woodland, lowland wet grassland, unimproved grassland and heath) then plotting areas 
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around them that would be targets for restoration to that habitat type, should the funds be available and the 
landowners willing.  These wider areas are known as Strategic Nature Areas or SNAs.  This will help species 
move as climate changes affect them (migration corridors). 
 
The project is under the auspices of the Gloucestershire Biodiversity Partnership, of which the Gloucestershire 
Naturalists Society is a member, and is headed by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. 
 
Although orchards are not specifically part of the remit, some will fall into these habitats and the Peoples Trust 
for Endangered Species’ (and the Gloucestershire Orchard Group’s) orchard survey data can hopefully linked in.   
A CD is available www.swenvo.org.uk/nature_map 
 
Thanks to Juliet Bailey, Gloucestershire Naturalists Society (March 2008 newsletter) and Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust.  Also, thanks to Martin Hayes for representing GOG at the launch. 
 
 
MISTLETOE (ORCHARDS) WANTED (from winter 2007/08) 
Jonathan Briggs (Mistletoe Matters Consultancy), is looking for apple orchards with plentiful mistletoe 
where he can demonstrate and experiment with long-term sustainable mistletoe harvesting. 
Sites within the ‘3 counties’ (Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Gloucestershire) preferred – but all 
proposals will be considered. 
 
Background:  
Good mistletoe husbandry – pruning to limit damage to the host tree, whilst ensuring a continued mistletoe crop 
– is becoming rare. Too many old apple orchards have become overwhelmed by mistletoe, often because the 
valueless unberried male plants are left untouched at Christmas. This is a growing problem for both traditional 
orchards and for the future mistletoe crop. In just a few years we will see yet more old apple trees succumb to the 
increased senescence and susceptibility to wind-blow that can be caused by uncontrolled mistletoe, particularly 
by large male plants. The loss of these trees will, in turn, lead to a shortage of harvestable mistletoe. (Mistletoe 
‘in the wild’ – in limes, poplars and willows, is self-managing and unthreatened, but is unharvestable too!) 
 
The Plan: I am looking for orchards where a sustainable approach can be developed, with careful cropping of 
the female plants, accompanied by proper pruning and control of the usually neglected male plants. Remedial 
management may be needed where existing mistletoe overgrowth is extensive. The idea is to take a long-term 
view, revisiting the same orchards over several years to establish exactly the right management regime. The aim 
is to produce definitive management guidance for mistletoe, for distribution to orchard owners across the 3 
counties and beyond, within a few years. Preliminary guidance will be available in 2008.NB This exercise is 
limited to developing and disseminating good practice mistletoe harvesting, and helping increase financial yield. 
General apple husbandry is outside the scope of the project.  
What’s in it for your orchards?  Mistletoe-filled apple orchards should regain vigour through effective long-
term management of the mistletoe. And you will be more confident of a modest long-term seasonal income from 
selling mistletoe. 
What will happen to the cropped mistletoe? This is entirely up to local arrangements; the arisings, both 
commercial and non-commercial prunings, can be disposed of /marketed either by the local orchard owner, or 
through TEME, my mistletoe-trading partner. TEME (Tenbury English Mistletoe Enterprise) sell Tenbury-
branded mistletoe online to customers all over the world. 
Costs: At present Mistletoe Matters have no budget or grant-aid for the project, so will need to cover costs in 
some way. For year 1, depending or circumstances and size of orchard. It may be possible to neutralize costs by 
providing some cropped mistletoe to Mistletoe Matters. Possible grant-aid is being reviewed, and more may be 
possible if this is secured. For orchards where TEME become directly involved – with mistletoe being bought by 
them, Mistletoe Matters costs would be covered by TEME.  
 
Timing:  Mistletoe management can occur throughout the winter months – from October to March. Financial 
returns are only realistic pre-Christmas – though there is limited demand in January and February for decorative 
use and for propagation projects.  
 
Who are Mistletoe Matters? Mistletoe Matters is a specialist consultancy providing advice, talks and general 
information on mistletoe. Working with several orchard action groups on orchard conservation projects, we are 
promoting better mistletoe management, and maximising long-term income from mistletoe. 
 
Interested? 
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Contact Jonathan Briggs at jonathanbriggs@mistletoe.org.uk  01453 791135 and 07789 
684585   www.mistletoes-r-us.co.uk  and www.mistletoe.org.uk 
 
Following on from this article on envisioning orchards as a commodity: 
 
 
 
HEREFORDSHIRE ORCHARDS COMMUNITY EVALUATION PROJECT  
TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE ACCOUNTING 
January 2008 update 
The project is now drawing to a close following two years of information gathering, evaluation, research and 
discussion. We are now embarking on the communication of the truly impressive range of findings from this 
small Herefordshire project. The project set out to really understand the importance of orchards to Herefordshire. 
We have now prepared triple bottom line impact accounts for the six orchards in the project. The accounts 
assess the environmental, social and economic impacts of the orchards. Although a mere handful of more than 
three thousand orchards in the County, these six orchards were selected to represent the different types and 
characteristics of orchard that can be found here, so we have been able to compare the different impacts of 
different orchards.  
Environmental 
Through the help of the wonderful natural species recorders that we have around the County, we now have a 
good idea of the types of flora and fauna in the orchards. There have been all manner of finds – indeed a total of 
785 different species have so far been recorded across the orchards, including a County-first find of a fungus and 
several Red list endangered species. The icing on the cake came in November when lichenologists Joy Ricketts 
and Cliff Smith discovered the Golden Eye lichen, Teloschistes chrysophthalmus. This exquisite specimen had 
previously been thought to be extinct in Britain due to the effect of pollution, fertilisers and loss of habitat. The 
find has caused excitement in lichen circles, and has also featured in local and national press including an 
editorial in The Times and on the BBC. We have also been helped by Cardiff University who have looked at the 
differences in populations of worms and mesofauna (small creatures living in the soil) and the Central Science 
Laboratory looked at small mammal populations: In both cases, our orchards were able to contribute to their 
research programmes. The combined finds are a clear demonstration of the importance of all types of orchards as 
habitats and of the amazing contribution of the recorders to the understanding of our environment. 
We have also looked at the carbon emitted and sequestered by the orchards, and hence their effects on climate 
change. The University of Wales, Bangor has conducted research for the project into the carbon stored in the 
trees in each orchard and, as importantly, the carbon in the untilled soil beneath the trees. We are sponsoring a 
factsheet that will explain the implications of climate change for orchards for farmers nationally – the long 
life of orchards makes them particularly susceptible to any change in climate. This factsheet will be published 
nationally as part of the Farming Futures series. 
Social 
We invited people living near to each of the orchards to explain and rate the impact of the orchard upon their 
lives, and a total of 138 people have come along to our community evenings. Each orchard had its own distinct 
role for its neighbours, but the conclusion is that they have overwhelmingly positive impacts on Herefordshire 
life – as an amenity, as a view, as a place to experience and conserve nature, and where people can see a vibrant 
local economy. We also asked Rebecca Roseff to conduct in-depth taped interviews with people who had 
interesting tales about their local orchard. The results of her work are twelve excellent recordings which are now 
stored for posterity on the oral history database at Hereford Cider Museum. 
Economic 
Each orchard owner opened their books for us to assess the profitability of the orchard on a consistent basis and 
to consider its impact upon the local economy. Of particular note was the positive effect on the local economy of 
the relatively large labour force required for the eating plum orchard at Man of Ross where the fruit must be 
picked and thinned by hand. Tourists, visitors to Bodenham Lake orchard, Tidnor Wood orchards tree sponsors 
and local hoteliers have all participated to develop an understanding of the impact of each orchard on the 
broader economy. Most people don’t seem to come to the County for its orchards specifically, but for the general 
landscape of which orchards are a part – and few had noticed the particular orchards chosen for our study, even 
those by the roadsides. However, in the autumn we were invited to participate both in the Big Apple celebration 
in the Herefordshire parishes of the Marcle Ridge and in the Flavours of Herefordshire Food Festival in 
Hereford. Presentations about the project were really well attended and people seemed genuinely interested in 
the approach that the project has taken and in the importance of orchards. 
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There is still a little bit of work to do to complete the overall analysis and to fully consider the research findings 
but together we have amassed a wealth of information about different types of orchard that will, I am sure, prove 
an invaluable basis for further consideration. Orchards, in all their forms, are clearly special places which we 
need to treasure. Initial estimates of the triple bottom line impact of orchards suggests that the annual value of 
the orchards far exceeds the profit earned by the owner; in aggregate it appears that the overall value ascribed to 
the six orchards in this study is some eight times higher than the base profit from farming – a value differential 
which is only marginally compensated by the current grant system.  
 
I would like to record once again by sincere thanks to everyone who has helped to make this project a success; 
the natural species recorders, the facilitators at each community evening, national experts, orchard neighbours, 
and of course the orchard owners for providing access and information. Experts at the national sustainable 
development charity Forum for the Future assisted greatly in the development of the project’s methodology. We 
are also grateful to the organisations shown below for their support. 
 
This project was developed by the Bulmer Foundation on behalf of the Herefordshire Orchard Topic Group, 
which represents a wide range of interests in orchards. If you are interested in finding out more about the project 
please contact me at the address below or by email at damagelimited@btinternet.com 
Over the next few months we will be publicising our findings both locally and nationally. I would be very happy 
to hear from anyone who has any recommendations of how and where to publicise for maximum effect. 
 
Dave Marshall, Associate, The Bulmer Foundation, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 0LE 
This project was part-financed by the European Union (EAGGF) and DEFRA through the Herefordshire Rivers 
LEADER+ Programme. This project has been supported by the Sustainable Development Fund, a Defra 
initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
 
 
PRODUCE WORLD 
I would like to find out if any of your apple/pear/plum growers would be interested in talking to us about the 
opportunity for supply of regional products. Produce World is looking to bring together a range of regional 
producers to offer a wide range of fruit and vegetable products under one brand. Consumer interest in regional 
produce is growing due to personal, environmental and social factors and we would like the opportunity to grow 
this market by offering something slightly different to consumers. This aim of the brand is to celebrate the best 
of UK seasonal and regional produce, to grow trust throughout the supply chain by offering integrity and 
provenance. There is an  opportunity for small to medium sized growers, who have excellent varieties and a 
passion for produce, to supply a variety of products. Any growers who may be interested or who wish to find out 
more can contact me as per the details below. 
 
Charlotte Falkingham, Regional Foods Manager, Produce World, Station Bridge, Yaxley 
Peterborough PE73EL Direct: 01733 246638 Mobile: 07764 336911 
Charlotte.Falkingham@produceworld.co.uk 
 
 
BISLEY ORCHARDS 
During the 18th and early 19th century, Bisley, the largest parish in Gloucestershire, had a ‘dual economy’ 
where the common people continued in their traditional agricultural labouring jobs, whilst the woollen cloth 
industry provided many members of the community with work.   
 
Families in such circumstances valued very small pieces of land, which were available under ancient life 
leaseholds through their distant landlord, like an Oxford College (a similar situation to that of the nearby Vale of 
Evesham and its market gardening industry).  Families from Gloucestershire parishes had become attracted to 
Bisley parish because of the availability of exceptional common lands and also small plots of land, plus the work 
opportunities.  Orchards were well suited to such small land holdings: adverts in the local newspaper offering 
numerous tenements and small closes of pastures, including orcharding, are evidence of their availability and 
popularity.  There was something of a dark side though to the situation; low wages were supplemented by the 
farmers with an allowance of cider.  This perk had been a customary form of ‘payment’ for centuries.  Though 
he recognised that the common people had a strong link with the orchard, William Marshall, in his 1796 
agricultural report, expressed concern about excessive cider drinking: “the drunkenness, dissoluteness of 
manners, and the dishonesty of the lower class might well be referred, in whole or in great part, to the baleful 
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effects of cider; which workmen of every description make a merit of stealing” (1).   More sensitive 
Gloucestershire writers like Sir G O Paul and Rev T Rudge noted that the poor had nowhere to go but the 
‘beerhouse’. 
 
By the 19th century the population had grown and there was a considerable degree of poverty, resulting in the 
authorities carrying out surveys to evaluate land holding, with the purpose of raising money for poor relief.  The 
very smallest pieces of land of no more than five acres recorded in one of these surveys were described as either 
‘arable’ or ‘pasture’ land.  Pasture was generally valued at twice that of arable land, and when pasture was 
further described as ‘orchard’ the land could reach an even higher value.  Out of perhaps 80 or so small 
tenancies, the majority of pasture lands were recorded as orchards.  Though the type of orchard was not specified 
(apart from one cherry orchard and a ‘wineyard’) it can be presumed that they were orchards for cider apples and 
also pear orchards for perry. 
 
Contemporary local writers also had things to say.  Thus, Samuel Rudder commented (in 1779) on the merits of 
Gloucestershire cider and the vast quantities of apples produced, suggesting plots of pasture land, some well 
under an acre, were highly desirable as cider apple orchards.  Thomas Rudge (1807) also commented on the 
longevity of fruit trees; 50-100 years in the case of apple trees, and up to 300 years for pears.  This would avoid 
the expense and disruption of constant replanting, and so was very suitable for labouring men who may have 
worked as weavers as well as working their bit of land.  The Treasury’s exploitation of such a lucrative business 
on which a cider tax was levied in 1763 in order to replenish the coffers after the Seven Years War is another 
indication of the value of the industry.   
 
Footnote: 
(1)    Walsh, D, Randall, A, Sheldon, R & Charlesworth, A ‘The Cider Tax, Popular Symbolism and Opposition 
in Mid-Hanoverian England’ in Randall, A & Charlesworth, A (eds) Markets, Market Culture and Popular 
Protest in Eighteenth Century Britain and Ireland Liverpool UP (1996) p.72 
 
 
© Joan Jameson, GOG member  01242 602549 joan@jameson19.plus.com 
Thanks to Joan for this interesting article. 
We also have GOG member and archivist Christine Leighton’s article on the history of Ashmeads Kernel. 
Contact Ann for a copy. 
Interested in local history and orchards?– see Man Made Eden (Historic Orchards in Somerset & 
Gloucestershire by James Russell in book section of this newsletter) 
Also: 
SYMONDSBURY APPLE PROJECT, DORSET 
SAP, with Leader + funding (Chalk & Cheese), has produced an excellent booklet, entitled “Dorset Orchards – 
Research, Restore, Replant” which is available for £3 (inc p&p) from the address below. Make cheques 
payable to “Treewise Cooperative Ltd .” 
 
The booklet would prove useful,  not only to other orchard groups elsewhere in the UK, but also to any 
individual seeking advice about researching orchard history (archive research, mapping – tithe & OS 
maps - oral history…).  There is also advice on planning a new orchard, planting & tree care, pests & predators, 
beneficial insects, diseases, companion planting, pruning, restoration of an old orchard and useful contacts. 
 
The group also has experience in setting up an eco-friendly Heritage Orchard Centre with community 
orchard, as well as links with schools, community juicing (Fruit Swap scheme) and orchard management. 
 
Kim & David Squirrell  www.appleproject.org.uk 
Treewise Co-operative Ltd, The Office, The Old Post Office, Symondsbury, Dorset 
DT6 6EZ  Email: info@appleproject.org.uk  
Tel: 01308 427449  
 
SCHOOLS ORCHARD PACK  
“Bud to Beaker” by Project Officer Pippa Palmar of the Mid Kent Downs Orchard Project (AONB) has 
both teachers’ notes and worksheets for pupils. 01303 815170 pippa.palmar@kentdowns.org.uk 
 Pippa has worked extensively with local community orchards, including cherry orchards.  A cherry destoner is 
being purchased to allow sustainable use of cherry juice.  A “Breakfast in the Orchard” event was also a great 
success! 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE APRICOT 
Nick Dunn of Frank Matthews Ltd, Tenbury Wells confirmed they used to distribute the variety Isabella, the 
Gloucestershire Apricot, which they originally received from Highfield Nurseries, Whitminster.  This they 
understood was a Gloucestershire variety, but do not know where the original tree grows/grew.  Apricots are 
relatively short lived so the original may not have survived.  Their stock tree began to develop signs of a virus, 
so they disposed of it and all their stock to avoid spreading it. Nick recommends everyone who has an Isabella 
(as I have) should watch the leaves for mottling and seriously consider throwing their trees if any appears.  I will 
keep a close eye on mine, but if no virus signs appear, we still have our Gloucestershire variety - no better or 
worse than other varieties available so far as he (Nick Dunn) is concerned, but obviously of interest to us.  
 
I read somewhere (a book written by an Edwardian head gardener of a Cotswold estate) that the estate planted 
apricots throughout the village and he was responsible for looking after them - the village was then renown for 
its apricots.  Since I read it about 30 years ago memory might be confused, but has anyone else come across this 
story?  Nick said that it was unlikely that trees of this age would have survived, but he is very interested to hear 
if anyone can recall which village.  It might not even be Glos Cotswolds,   Anyho region comes to mind. 
Incidentally I also have an example of the Malvern apricot  so I will compare them. 
 
Jim Chapman jim.chapman@care4free.net (GOG committee) 
 
 
FINGERPRINTING” NATIONAL FRUIT COLLECTIONS 
The genetic analysis of the Brogdale fruit collections by East Malling Research (EMR) is continuing, with 2300 
apples and 250 pears now under scrutiny.  DNA markers (microsatellites) are identified and will provide 
individual profiles for each tree; comparison of profiles should reveal duplicates, incorrect identifications and the 
correct names of doubtfuls and unknowns.  EMR have already profiled the 200 cherries in the collection and 
found a number of duplicates; over half of the 545 pears have also been done and four previously unnamed 
accessions have been successfully identified (as Vermont Beauty, Southworth, Jean de Wittle, and Blickling) 
while a pear thought to be Achan is in fact Autumn Bergamot. 
The reference microsatellite markers have been approved internationally, so that collections in different 
countries will be directly comparable. 
Fruit Grower , June 07 & The Garden, July 07 & thanks to the Northern Fruit Group for this article . 
 
(More on the important issue of DNA analysis in a future GOG newsletter.) 

APPLE IDENTIFICATION COURSE IN 2008, ORGANIZED BY SIMON CLARK (OF 
THE NORTHERN FRUIT GROUP AND NAT ORCHARD FORUM) 1-3  July 2008 (see early on in this 
newsletter for latest information on booking) 

Introduction 
Currently, apple identification depends to a large extent on all too few people who have the necessary skills. 
These experts are grossly overworked during the autumn and winter, which often means long delays in 
determinations and a high error rate. The situation is unlikely to improve as the burgeoning interest in fruit 
growing and in the investigation of old orchards will inevitably make increasing demands on identifiers. The 
problem is confounded by the fact that most of our best identifiers are elderly.  
   
Apple varieties are hugely variable, which makes identification error prone. By tradition, identifiers have 
adopted an empirical approach, relying largely on identification from memory. Although an inherently unsound 
method, it works for those who have been able to spend a life-time getting to know the many hundreds of 
varieties present in this country. It is however a far from satisfactory path to take for a newcomer to apple 
identification!  
 
Ironically, compared with domesticated apples and pears, wild plant species have been far better served in terms 
of sound methods of identification; tried and tested over a century or more. Reliable keys are available, backed 
up by accurate and comprehensive descriptions in floras with ultimately reference to “type specimens” in 
reference collections. 
 
By contrast, the identification “route” with apples (and pears) has been a very different one. This is partly 
because the excessive variability of apple fruits makes defining characters extremely difficult. More so, it has 
been because the identification of wild species and taxonomy generally, has been a botanical activity in 
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universities whilst the identification of fruit varieties has been the province primarily of gardeners and 
horticulturists rather than taxonomically orientated botanists. 
 
Thus the preferred method with apples and pears relies heavily on recall from memory rather than the use of 
keys. It is therefore not surprising, given the variability in apples and because of this the imperfect nature of the 
available confirmatory information, that except for “experts” identification is thought to be a daunting exercise 
best left well alone! 
 
Despite the difficulties involved in identification, for reasons of decreasing numbers of experts and increasing 
demands on their services, Northern Fruit Group decided to initiate an identification course in 2006 which was 
repeated in 2007. We are pleased that several of the participants gained confidence and expertise and will now 
go on to become effective “experts” as they develop their skills in future years. Without the grounding in the 
basic skills of identification provided by this course, they would have lacked the confidence to proceed further.   
 
The course is unashamedly botanical rather than horticultural in its approach, with the emphasis on recognising 
characters and the use of keys rather than on memorising features. Obviously as exposure to apples increases, 
inevitably and beneficially one’s “memory bank” enlarges and the “memory bank” and “keying out” approaches 
compliment each other. 
 
In this course we first  introduce and describe the characters useful for identification, and how to  cope with the 
problem of variability. 
 
Secondly, once the participants are familiar with the parts/characters helpful for identification, we introduce 
actual methods/techniques for identification.  
 
The course is timed so that the introductory sessions take place well before the onset of the UK apple season and 
you “cut your teeth” on relatively uniform and familiar “supermarket” varieties, so that you are not overwhelmed 
at the start of your involvement with identification with a deluge of unfamiliar native varieties, more often than 
not in far from typical states. 
The information available for identifiers to confirm a determination is as follows. 
 
 Reference collections  
  These have to be reassembled each year. Although extremely helpful, they can be misleading because 
of the often wide variation within varieties. Thus these collections not surprisingly, rarely have the twenty-five 
(Mike Porter) or “half  a bucket” (Jim Arbury) sample size needed per variety for reliable comparisons to be 
made between unknowns and varieties in the collection.  
 
 Manuals or Pomonas 
 Some of these lack the uniformity of detail and rigour of description characteristic of botanical floras. 
e.g. the same character is not always described for all varieties. However, detailed uniform descriptions such as 
those of Hogg or Rosanne Sanders are central to the identification process.  
  
 Collections of paintings and/or photographs   
 18th and 19th C paintings are often extremely helpful as confirmatory evidence, as the artists were 
usually well aware of the salient features of the fruit being portrayed. These paintings with a few exceptions, 
such as those in Rosanne Sander’s “The English Apple” and   the “Herefordshire Pomona”, are scattered through 
mainly French, Belgium and German manuals and pomonas. An attempt to assemble a set of these paintings in 
book form for identification, relevant to the UK, has not as yet been successful. 
 
 The National Fruit Collection Brogdale has produced a large set of photographs but for the most part 
the images do not contain sufficient detail to provide definitive confirmations. This is unfortunate because 
photographs, when they do incorporate details of the salient features are extremely helpful and can in large 
 measure substitute for the ephemeral annual collections of “live” specimens.   
 The photographs in Bultitude’s “Apples” are also only of limited use as they contain little detail of 
diagnostic features and the specimens are mostly a-typically highly coloured.  
   
 A photographic record with N.B. adequate detail of the salient features would enormously help 
identifiers. Photographers come forward please to become involved in a thoroughly worthwhile project!   
 
 Summarised “grouped” information 
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 In both Bunyard’s “A Handbook of Hardy Fruits More Commonly Grown in Great Britain” and 
Bultitude’s “Apples” summary tables are provided  that group  the varieties according to their characteristics. 
This greatly aids “tracking down” a variety but the same information can be more effectively deployed 
concerning “user  friendliness” and reduced error rate if arranged in key form.  
 
 Keys 
  Successive elimination of varieties not having the characteristics of the unknown (see below). 
The most comprehensive key ever developed for apples is that in Hogg’s “The  Fruit Manual” This is not a key 
for “everyday” use for although extremely  detailed and comprehensive it is not especially friendly and its 
length means that mistakes are often made in the course of a search. Not surprisingly, it has been  little used. 
 
The structure of the course 
In this course, we introduce and investigate four methods of identification. 
In theory these are distinct but in practise identifiers may settle for a combination of parts of more than one 
approach. The important thing is to settle for a method that for you minimises error.  
 
The methods outlined: 
 
1. Empirical 
This is the most widely use method for reasons already given. 
It relies perhaps too much on a personal “memory bank” of images developed over the years. A weakness, 
especially when tired at the end of a heavy day identifying, is a reluctance to accept that an unknown may not 
“fit” any of the varieties known from memory and that it may not have been encountered before hence to assign 
it incorrectly to a “known” variety regardless of the imperfect match of characters. 
 
2. Using keys 
This is a less subjective approach than the empirical one. Successful use depends importantly amongst other 
things on first, that the key contains realistic descriptions of the diagnostic characters used that encompass as far 
as possible the variation within varieties. Secondly, on the user correctly interpreting the character descriptions.    
 
 Manual 
   a . Indented keys 
       e.g. the Bunyard-Bultitude key 
  
   b.  “Filtration” keys 
     e.g. The Marlaud key. The preferred manual key 
 
 Computerised  
   “Filtration” keys  
     e.g. “APPLEKEY”  
     This key is extremely comprehensive. It has a facility for  
     comparing similar varieties which is very helpful. It is also  
    easy to rectify errors during a search. However NB it is   
    slow to operate and is not suitable for use in an    
    “Appleday” situation when rapid determinations are    
   needed. For that purpose, the Marlaud key (see above) is    
   more suitable. 
 
The possibility of an ID course in 2008 
Given the shortage of identifiers and with the experience of our NFG ID course over the last two years, we hope 
if there is sufficient demand, to run within the context of the available information and methods outlined above, 
an identification course in 2008. 
 
Having outlined what is involved in identification, this note is to find out what the demand is for an apple 
identification course.  If we have sufficient “takers” we will send out details of the course as to content, timing, 
location etc. We would appreciate prompt replies as we would prefer to start such a course in late spring or early 
summer. Timing and location are at present flexible and would be arranged to accommodate participants as far 
as is practicable.  In 2006 and 2007 we had four half day sessions on the basics of identification, on 
characteristics and the use of  keys etc. followed by several sessions throughout the apple season so that the 
participants could gain experience and confidence in applying what they had learnt  in “real” situations. It is not 
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practicable to talk about cost at this stage. We need to know the extent of interest and related to this where the 
course or courses would be held.  
 
Please reply to Simon Clark, email: simonclark49@gmail.com 
 or Tel: 0113 2663235 or by post to 49 Gledhow Wood Ave, Leeds, LS8 1NX  
 

A PROPOSED REGISTER FOR “LOCAL” VARIETIES OF APPLE (AND 
PEAR?)  
Introduction  
Below the “canopy” of well known varieties widely distributed throughout the country and reasonably well 
documented in the literature, there is a descending hierarchy of regional and local varieties (see for example 
“Gazetteer of Local Varieties” Common Ground Orchard Advice No.3 and latest Apple Source book) These 
local varieties can be as distinctive and useful as the well known ones but by chance, or for other reasons such as 
not having appeal outside their “home territory”, have not become widely known. However, they are often 
peculiarly suited to local conditions and have survived in cultivation because of this. These varieties then, often 
with distinctive names, uses and histories are an important component of the rural “scene” at the local level. 
 
The number of these distinctive local varieties is as yet unknown and depends obviously on how to define 
“local” in this context. Several fruit and orchard groups are finding distinct varieties in small areas e.g. 
parishes/valleys. Thus the Marcher Apple Network (MAN)  have found several such varieties in mid Wales, 
Charles Martell (Gloucestershire Orchard Group, GOG) likewise in Gloucestershire and Hilary Wilson has 
found varieties confined to individual valleys in the Lake District. Doubtless there are many more such local 
regional varieties in existence throughout the country. 
 
Although these varieties may be propagated for local use, few have been formally described and recorded in the 
literature and so they are in danger of being lost as awareness depends on a verbal rather than a written tradition. 
The danger is acute because of orchard grubbing and because the varieties currently grown by both professionals 
and amateurs, are few in number and usually “modern” varieties. 
 
Alison Lean late of NFC Brogdale, tells us that there is NO mechanism for recording/describing/naming apple 
varieties, apart from the breeders’ rights procedure for commercially produced and marketed cultivars. This 
procedure is not relevant to the needs of recording “local” varieties, being too expensive and time consuming.  
 
We would like to have a scheme in place before the 2008 apple season is upon us. 
Assuming a positive response, the following are some of the points we have to consider: 
 
1.  A journal/organisation to be the recipient of the descriptions; to be the repository for the information 
“for posterity”. 
 
 NFC Brogdale is an obvious candidate but because of its present difficulties, it would be inappropriate 
to saddle NFC at this time with considerable extra work.  
 
 HDRA is another obvious candidate with its experience of handling information  about “heritage” 
varieties of vegetables. 
 
 The RHS  is another relevant organisation but it  might be reluctant to undertake a new commitment.  
  
2.  Design a scheme that is simple to use and yet comprehensive enough to be of value for describing the 
varieties effectively.  
 
 Present the scheme in leaflet form for wide distribution  
 
 What information should be included? 
 
3.  Publicise the scheme. 
 
Provisional info to record: 
                What criteria NB not only strictly taxonomic/morphological ones should we use?  



22 

 
Consult others as to criteria to use:  
 Alison Lean 
 Hilary Wilson 
 Anne Lee 
 Jim Arbury 
 Joan Morgan 
 MAN, EEAOP, GOG and other orchard groups 

Martin Crawford (Agroforestry Research Trust) 
 
We envisage a small “recording ” leaflet/form/brochure in which varieties are described. This leaflet should be 
attractively designed and easy to use/be very much “user friendly” along the lines of the successful BSBI leaflets 
for their Bluebell and Geranium surveys. Do we get a design expert in to help with the format?  
 
To repeat, we have to steer a middle course between attempting too detailed descriptions  that might frighten 
people off and too slight ones that don’t give enough information to be able to distinguish between varieties.  

PROGRESS SO FAR (spring 2008) 

A few weeks ago I sent potentially “interested parties” a note outlining the value of and need for such a register.  
Without exception, the response was positive and supportive. i.e. the need was  there; how then to satisfy it?  
In my note I identified three main aspects of the project (Jim Arbury importantly, suggested a fourth) which we 
have had preliminary discussions about. Namely:  
 
A repository for the information 
Jim Arbury (RHS) has suggested a cooperative venture comprising the Royal Horticultural Society and the  
University of Reading. 
This seems ideal as both organizations are satisfactorily ongoing for the purpose! 
 
Ros Taylor, a fruit group member with the relevant computing experience, is keen to help in accessing the data 
into the register.  
 
Criteria for inclusion 
Very important but could be ”fraught”!  
Jim Arbury thinks that the selection of varieties for the register could be  
 “tricky” with the risk of offending people whose variety has not been selected! For advice on this, he is 
contacting organizations on the continent who have developed schemes for recording local varieties and have 
successfully coped with the problem of selection without causing offence 
 
A schedule for describing the selected varieties 
Mike Porter of “MAN” has made some helpful suggestions as to what to include. 
 
Publicity for the scheme 
Anita Burrough of “The People’s Trust for Endangered Species” is keen to use her “designing” expertise to help 
design the necessary publicity material and the format of the recording schedule. 
 
To take the scheme forward and make it effective as a register for local varieties,  
we are in the process of setting up a small steering group which with help from others with appropriate expertise 
outside the group, will develop the various stages and finalise  the structure of the scheme.  
 
Once this is done, we will disseminate the schedules for inclusion and description so that hopefully, we can start 
to record varieties in the register later this year.    
 
Feel free to reply to Simon Clark, email: simonclark49@gmail.com 
 or Tel: 0113 2663235 or by post to 49 Gledhow Wood Ave, Leeds, LS8 1NX  
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NEW GOG PASTEURIZER FOR HIRE 
Our chairman has just ordered and received the new small stainless steel GOG pasteurizer for rent to GOG 
members only.  £20 for hire.  Dave will need to go through the procedure with you.  Please contact Dave directly 
on 01452 813602 if interested in booking.  See the Vigo Ltd website for photograph  www.vigoltd.com 
Dave can also sell you a limited number of bottles and lids. 
 
LOOKING FOR LAND? 
GOG member Mark Croose has had some hands-on experience with purchasing small pockets of land and can 
chat informally with anyone who wants to know some of the pitfalls (and joys!).  01452 548369.  Land 
sometimes becomes available in the Daily Press on Saturdays.  British Waterways have been selling small pieces 
(not necessarily orchards) through auction from time to time.  
Gloucestershire County Council is also selling off much of its rural estates (not orchards). 
 
THE NATIONAL VINE COLLECTION  
Open weekend, courtesy of Brian and Annie Edwards, Sat 6 and Sun 7 September 2008 from 10am-5pm.  
Journey’s End, King St,. Eywas Harold, Herefordshire Tel 01981 240 256. Website  
www.vinenursery.netfirms.com for more information. Includes young orchard with plums, pears, cherries 
plus a hundred varieties of apple (including serious Herefordshire collection). No spray vineyard is 
progressing well. Heritage tomatoes and unusual potatoes.  Refreshments.  All welcome, free of charge (optional 
donations to local church).  Plenty of parking. 
While not a GOG event, Brian and Annie are GOG members and extend a warm welcome to us each year. Many 
thanks to them both. 
 
 
CONFERENCE ON: ORCHARDS AND GROVES: THEIR HISTORY, ECOLOGY, 
CULTURE AND ARCHAEOLOGY. 
Mon 8th - Wed 10th Sept 2008 at Sheffield Hallam University.  
This is a relatively poorly-documented area, and topics fundamental to the conservation of these iconic 
landscape features will be addressed.  Included will be the lessons of history and landscape change, of cultural 
change and abandonment.  The conference will be international and cover issues from archaeology to modern-
day emergence of organic products, of added value, and of the tourism plate.  Papers on tree management and on 
nature conservation matters, as well as on community involvement and education issues are welcome.  Keynote 
speakers include Sue Clifford (Common Ground) and Professor Mauro Agnoletti (University of Florence).  
They are still seeking partners, speakers and sponsors.  For more information contact Christine Handley, c/o 
Hallam Environmental Consultants Ltd, Tel: 0114-2724227 
Email: info@hallamec.plus.com    www.ukeconet.co.uk 

 

SHARPHAM PARK  
This is a 300-acre park near Glastonbury in Somerset, which dates back to the Bronze Age.  Walnuts have been 
part of the Park’s economy for at least 500 years, originally planted by the Abbots of Glastonbury.  Today there 
are still a few trees that are 50-100 years old.  The Park has begun a replanting programme with 300 trees on the 
site of the original orchards. 
 

PEAR RIPENING RECORDING FOR HARVESTING PEARS 
Nsure is a Dutch company that has developed an innovative method to determine the optimal harvest moment of 
pears.  The market introduction of this test in 2007 in the Netherlands has been very successful.  In 2008 tests for 
apples and several other products will become available.  They are interested in optimising their product for 
European customers and welcome orchard owners etc to complete a short questionnaire. 
www.nsure.eu  or contact Janwalter van Vloten for more info.  Janwalter.vanvloten@nsure.nl 
 
  
COMMUNITY ORCHARDS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE  (including South 
Gloucestershire) 
If you would like publicity in the GOG newsletters, fliers or on our website, please 
contact Ann.  Plenty of notice is required as we can’t notify members in between our 4 
annual postal mailings.   
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THINGWALL PARK ORGANIC ORCHARD, BRISTOL  
We are expanding and have just taken on a second adjoining plot. We will be planting more local varieties of 
fruit trees this winter. We are always looking for new members particularly as there is a lot of work to be done. 
Members can work on the site at other times but we have the following organised working sessions: 
Sat June 7th 2-4 pm and Sun July 13th 11 am-1.00pm 
Apple Day is on Sun 19th Oct 2-4 pm          Other dates tba 
Charles Farina charlesfarina@blueyonder.co.uk  0117 9655553  and Irene Blessitt iblessitt@hotmail.com  0117 
9658429 
We hope to cover Thingwall Park Organic Orchard in more detail in the autumn GOG newsletter. 

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT  
The PGP works within St Briavels, Hewelsfield and Brockweir to help owners of small fields to maintain 
flower-rich grassland. You can see the range of what we do on our website www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk  
A few years ago we had James Marsden from the Marcles Apple group to speak in the hope that this would 
generate more interest in using the small fields as orchards, and in restoring the remnants of the once-numerous 
small orchards that formerly characterised the parishes. The outcome was limited, but a few people have 
restored; Keith Orchard is now producing cider locally (though we dont claim this as a direct consequence of our 
meeting!); some interest has been generated in creating a 'parish orchard'.  
  
We thought it was timely to have another push, so on Tuesday 26 February 2008 we are arranging a meeting at 
the Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir, at which we hope to have perhaps three local speakers talking about what they 
have done/hope to do, and an outside contributor to bring in more knowledge and enthusiasm. We can also 
publicise the Gloucestershire Orchard Group website, which looks excellent in general, but perhaps not specific 
to our soil and climate. If the meeting generates enough interest, I think we should affiliate with your group. 
  
So, my immediate need is for someone to speak for perhaps 20 minutes and field some questions. Thereafter, if 
enough interest is generated, we would be a local partner in your aims, though our principal target is to maintain 
the flower-rich grasslands here. 
  
George Peterken Parish Grasslands Project, c/o Beechwood House, St Briavels Common 
GL15 6SL      www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk 
 
On another matter, you asked me to mention that the next volume in the New Naturalist series (HarperCollins), 
number 105, will be mine on The Wye Valley. Due for publication on 4 February 2008, it will run to about 470 
pages. Not much about orchards, but a lot about the history, natural history and conservation of the landscape in 
and around the Lower Wye. 
  
 
MEMORIAL WOODLANDS, BRISTOL & FOREST STYRE APPLE SE ARCH 
To celebrate Apple Day in 2007, Memorial Woodlands, the woodland cemetery situated near Thornbury, Bristol,  
planted an orchard of indigenous apple tree varieties in their grounds, including the Arlingham Schoolboy, the 
Berkeley Pippin, Ashmead’s Kernel and the Gloucester Royal. Local school children from St Helen's CE 
Primary school in Alveston helped to plant and Rob Watkins from Lodge Farm Trees kindly agreed to talk to the 
children about the different apple varieties and demonstrate tree grafting.  Memorial Woodlands are also 
launching the “search for the lost apple”. With help from the Gloucestershire Orchard Group and advice from 
regional experts, we have identified the Forest Styre (otherwise known as the Forest Stirom) variety as an apple 
worth searching for. The last known Forest Styre tree was cut down in the Vale of Berkeley in 1968, but one 
may well still exist in somebody's back garden, since graftwood was being sourced from that area in the 1880s. 
Experts tell us that the Forest Styre is easily identified at any time of the year by its enormous size – the butts of 
the last known trees are reported to be 4 feet in diameter, so any apple tree with a butt of 3 feet in diameter is 
worth considering. The fruit itself is pale with a slight blush, a sunken eye and a short stalk causing it to sit close 
to the branches. Please let us know if you have any further information about the Forest Styre or you believe you 
may know of one in existence! 
Natalie Wignall  01452 886 390   natalie@cha-pr.co.uk    www.memorialwoodlands.com 
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STREET TREES RECEIVE BETTER PROTECTION 
A new system has recently been devised by local authority tree officers. It takes into account size, health, 
historical significance and the number of people living near by to enjoy it. This valuation system, known as 
the capital asset value for amenity trees (Cavat), is to be adopted by every local authority in the country  to 
prevent the massacre of trees blamed for subsidence in buildings. In future, the high value of trees will demand 
extra engineering work by insurers to prove a link between a tree and subsidence. Other common causes for 
subsidence are broken drains and dry weather.   
 
Andy Tipping, chairman of the London Tree Officers’ Association , said that too often insurance companies 
facing a claim for subsidence were demanding that trees be destroyed. Councils were also too willing to cave in 
to insurers’ demands. In London alone the value of trees is estimated at £6.4 billion under the new system. 
Besides planes the most valuable trees are oaks, horse chestnuts and beeches. There are many valuable oaks 
scattered throughout Central London. An oak in Southgate, North London, has been valued at £267,000 and a 
plane in Epping High Street £200,000. Most street trees are worth between £8,000 and £12,000. In the past five 
years London councils have chopped down almost 40,000 street trees, including some more than 100 years old. 
Some were just old or dying but 40 per cent were removed because of insurance claims. A report commissioned 
by the London Assembly challenged this figure and said that only 1 per cent of tree removals were justified.  
 
Taken from The Times Tues 22 April 2008 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article3792556.ece 
Source: Civic Trees/Department for Communities and Local Government  
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NEIGHBOURING ORCHARD GROUPS : 
 
MARCHER APPLE NETWORK  (one of the neighbouring orchard groups to GOG) have had a 
preliminary celebration of the acquisition of a plot of land on which to establish an orchard, named the Paramor 
Orchard  
For coming events within the Marcher Counties including apple day check the website 
www.marcherapple.net 

Thanks to Sheila Leitch (Network Co-ordinator) Wye View, Glasbury-on-Wye, Powys, via Hereford, HR3  
5NU.   Tel:  01497   847354 

WORCESTERSHIRE GROUPS AND LINKS 

Worcester Orchard Workers Wade Muggleton 01905 766491 or 
wmuggleton@worcestershire.gov.uk 

 
OTHER WORCESTERSHIRE ORCHARD LINKS  
Pershore College, Walcot Organic Nursery (Pershore), Kemerton Conservation Trust, Vale Landscape Heritage 
Trust and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust – Tiddesley Wood Orchard (nature reserve). 
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NEW GROUPS 
 
COLWALL, HEREFORDSHIRE 
Helen Stace, who works for Natural England, is setting up a small orchard group at Colwall, just west of the 
Malvern Hills, near the parish boundary with Worcestershire.  Helen has brought the parish council on board and 
is making contact with the Marcher Apple Network.  
 
Helen Stace 01684 540569  helen.stace@naturalengland.org.uk 
 
    
MID-SHIRES ORCHARD GROUP 
covers Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Warwickshire, the four 
counties in the centre of the country. 
Congratulations to Marcus Roberts and Andy Howard (one of our GOG members), for setting up a new orchard 
group to promote, conserve and celebrate heritage fruit and orchards, as well as to encourage home fruit 
growing.  The orchard group has created an exciting partnership with the National Trust, at Stowe Landscape 
Gardens, Buckingham, Bucks. Here the new orchard group will have its base and its home orchard.  The 
group is also hoping to work with the National Trust at Cannon’s Ashby, Northamptonshire, which has a fine 
collection of early 18th century varieties of apples and pears and a documented history of growing fruit going 
back to the original Priory on the site.  Some of the rare heritage varieties of apples, from the region, are going to 
be available to buy from late November and early December, at Stowe Landscape Gardens and Buckingham 
Nurseries.  
Marcus Roberts� 01865 377946   mandm.roberts@ukgateway.net 
Andy Howard 01295 810 516  johoward@metronet.co.uk 
 
NB there are perry pears in Northamptonshire, although the 3 counties (Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire) form the heartland. 
 
There are obviously other links for these counties, including the South Warwickshire Orchard Group (SWOG), 
Waterperry Gardens, Oxon (which has over 15 heritage apple varieties, sells its own apple juice and celebrates 
Apple Day), Dr. Barrie Juniper, Oxon (well-respected expert on the origin of the domestic apple and other fruit), 
Buckingham Nurseries Apple Day, Bernwode Plants, (Ludgershall, Bucks), Sulgrave Manor (Banbury, Oxon), 
Wilson's Orchard, Abington Vale, Northampton.  Then there is the Aylesbury Prune and Warwickshire 
Drooper…!  Also see Common Ground’s websites for other local links and events.  There are also community 
orchards in Harwell and Oxford, to name a few. 
Northhants orchard contact: Peter Nalder 01604 630719 and Susan Walmsley 01933 275257 
scesusan@fsmail.net 
 

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE ORCHARD GROUP (SWOG) 
This group includes an area a few miles south of Stratford on Avon which was, at one time, part of 
Worcestershire. 
 
David Botterill  on 01608 682644 or e-mail davidbotterill1@btinternet.com 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

BOOKS 

Man-made Eden: Historic Orchards of  Somerset and Gloucestershire by James Russell (Oct 2007) 
ISBN 978-1-904537-75-5, 160pp, with extensive colour illustrations. Softback   £15, Publisher: Redcliffe Press 
Ltd. 
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“The West Country is famed for its orchards, but why are they here?  As the campaign to save and celebrate 
English orchards gathers momentum, this book explores their fascinating and – until now – neglected history. 
Why is Glastonbury known as Avalon, the Isle of Apples? What made Redstreak Cyder the most popular drink 
of the seventeenth century? Who was Dr Ashmead, cultivator of the connoisseur’s favourite apple, Ashmead’s 
Kernel? How did a Somerset vicar come to make cider for Queen Victoria? This rich, wide-ranging book takes a 
long historic look at changing fashions and fortunes – asking why thirteenth-century monks and Edwardian 
landowners planted orchards, and why post-war governments paid farmers to destroy them. The author argues 
that Apple Day (October 21) should be made our national autumn holiday.  He examines the role of Common 
Ground, the National Trust and other organisations in preserving and restoring orchards, and asks: what can we 
do to make our orchards as profitable as they were in centuries past? James Russell has written for the Daily 
Telegraph, the Guardian, Countryman Magazine, BBC History Magazine, British Heritage, Somerset Life, the 
Bristol and Bath Magazines, Venue and many other publications.” 
Author interviews:  James Russell 0117 9662018 e: jdrussell2@hotmail.com 
Footnote:  Includes Days Cottage (Dave and Helen) and on the book’s cover photograph!  
 
We may be able to get a discount on the above book if we buy in sets of 3.  Please contact 
Helen Brent-Smith 01452 813602 if interested. 
 
Community Orchard Handbook by Common Ground (due out 21 May 2008) £10 each (& £2 p&p).  A5 
spiral bound, 226 pages, 90 colour photos.  Order online www.commonground.org.uk (paypal) or send a cheque 
anytime from now onwards to Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE 
+44(0)1747 850820   (GOG has ordered 3 copies for the library).  This promises to be a highly informative book 
for the many community orchards in Gloucestershire.  Common Ground also publish a large range of leaflets on 
orchards, including one on community orchards.  Kate O’Farrell is the orchard contact there. 
 
 
Reminder: 
 

·  The Apple Source Book (2007) by Sue Clifford & Angela King.  £16.99.This book celebrates 
Common Ground “coming of age” – eighteen years since Apple Day and the concept of community 
orchards  was invented by them.  Sue gave an inspirational talk at Cheltenham’s Literary Festival and 
launched the book.  She praised heritage orchard groups all over the UK who share the vision. Many 
recipes are included by well-known chefs.   A gazetteer of county by county varieties is listed, plus 
many nurseries and other useful contacts.  www.commonground.org.uk  and www.england-in-
particular.info 
Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE +44(0)1747 850820 
 

·  Apples Identification (2007) by Simon Clark & Quentin Cleal 
·  Pears Identification (2007) by Simon Clark of the Northern Fruit Group/NOF & Quentin Cleal 

(NOF)  
Both booklets (£6) can be purchased from Simon on 0113 266 3235 ��������	
��
��������� ���������
use the method developed by Rene Marlaud, a French pomologist in 2005.  The Pear Key requires the 
Marlaud book, whereas the Apple Key stands alone.  You can also purchase the Marlaud book (not 
English!) via Simon.  “Methode de Determination des Varietes de Poires (Societe Pomologique du 
Berry)”  
You can translate into any language to a basic standard using the Babel Fish website. 
http://babelfish.altavista.com/ 
 

 
GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE FOR MANAGING ORCHARDS 
The Good Practice Guide for Managing Orchard Projects "Protecting our Orchards Heritage" is now completed 
and printed.  It is available to download as a pdf from Sustain's website http://www.sustainweb.org/publications/  
Ida is grateful to the input of many individuals, orchard groups and other organizations.  
We have 2 copies in our library and is well worth a look, teeming with practical advice 
for all interested in heritage varieties, community orchards, wildlife and putting fruit to 
good use. Not just about apples, but pears/perry pears, plums, damsons and 
importantly, nuts. 
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Sustain: the alliance for better food and farming 
94 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF   Tel:  020 7837 1228  Fax: 020 7837 1141 
Email: ida@sustainweb.org  Web: www.sustainweb.org 
 
 
CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL GUIDE 
Chichester District Council Guide to Setting up and Managing a Community Orchard 
Available to download as a PDF from their website www.chichester.gov.uk  Follow the links within 
Environment & Planning: Biodiversity. 
 

GOG LIBRARY 
The library/literature is growing considerably.  It is well worth a look!  Unfortunately, Ann is unable to attend all 
the pruning, grafting and budding workshops, so we have decided to bring the library to the following events 
only: 
AGM (February), Plum Day (August), GOG Social/Juicing (September) and Fruit Identification Workshop at 
Pershore College (November). 
In addition, if members would like to view books etc, please make individual arrangements to visit Ann in 
Churchdown (see page 1 of this newsletter for contact details). 
 
Recent Acquisitions: 
 

·  NATIVE PLUMS (PRUNUS) OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE by CHARLES  MARTELL (2007) 
This is also available on the GOG website under Plums and you can print this off from the website.  Thanks to 
Charles for recently supplying his beautiful document with colour photographs of his Gloucestershire Plum 
Collection (16 cultivars), kept at Hunts Court, Dymock. We shall gradually make these varieties available to you 
through Lodge Farm Trees (GOG committee member Rob Watkins www.lodgefarmtrees.co.uk , Dave Kaspar, 
Alan Watson and other sources). 
 
Footnote: Perry Pears 
Vigo Ltd (Devon) are selling the Perry Pears book, (Luckwill & Pollard/Long Ashton), price 
£25.00 + delivery £2.50 
sales@vigoltd.com  Tel: 01404 890262 Fax: 01404 890263 
 
Jim Chapman, Hartpury Trust/Gloucestershire Orchard Group intends publishing an updated perry pear field 
guide in collaboration with other experts, including all current known varieties (approx. 100) rather than 
reprinting the 1960s Long Ashton book (which contains about 50).  Jim has Heritage Lottery funding to do this, 
so watch this space! 
 

 
FRUIT-RELATED LITERATURE  
Want to keep abreast of fruit-related literature from the journals? Then look at the National Orchard Forum 
website www.nat-orchard-forum.org.uk “From The Literature” for the latest topics. 
 
 

*************************************************** ***************************************  

 
Useful guides on fruit identification – (thanks to the East of England Apples & Orchards 
Project & Nat Orchard Forum for extras).  You may need to look in second hand bookshops 
for some of these, or see www.abebooks.co.uk 
 
The National Apple Register of the United Kingdom 1971 By Muriel Smith  
A facsimile edition published by Langford Press, Peterborough, 2002 Hardback, 652 pages Dimensions: 
(210mm x 305mm)  8¼ins x 12ins  ISBN: 1-897604-28-9   Limited edition of 600 copies.        Published price: 
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£60.00 Brief descriptions, historical notes and synonyms of the thousands of varieties recorded in the UK over 
the centuries, including many ‘lost’ varieties.  Contains many useful text references. No illustrations.   
 
The English Apple By Rosanne Sanders 
Published by Phaidon Press, Oxford, 1988 Hardback, 144 pages, 120 pages of colour illustrations featuring 122 
apple varieties, plus black and white illustrations. Dimensions: (245mm x 290mm)  9_ins x 11½ins   ISBN: 0-
7148-2498-4       OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £30.00 plus).  A classic book, with life-sized high-quality 
illustrations and with very detailed accompanying descriptive notes on appearance, flavour and history.  Includes 
chapters on apple classification and growing apples. 
 
 
The Fruit Manual, 1884 By Robert Hogg 
A facsimile edition published by Langford Press, Peterborough, 2005 Hardback, 800 pages, with black and white 
illustrations Dimensions: (157mm x 228mm)  6ins x 9ins  ISBN: 1-904078-03-6   Limited edition of 1000 
copies.        Published price: £40.00 Encompasses all of the named fruits popular at the time, with histories,  
descriptions of their key features, synonyms and Hogg’s useful illustrated fruit classification systems.  
 
 
Apples: A Field Guide By Michael Clark 
Published by Whittet Books, Stowmarket, in association with the Brogdale Horticultural Trust,  2003.  
Hardback, 176 pages, 130 apple varieties shown as colour photos, plus black and white illustrations  
Dimensions: (177mm x 252mm)  7ins x 10ins  ISBN: 1-873580-57-6.       Published price: £19.99  
The most up-to-date guide to identification, including several ‘modern’ varieties. The apples are listed in the 
now standard classification groups with detailed historical descriptions and notes to aid their identification.  
 
A Somerset Pomona By Liz Copaz 
Published by Dovecote Press, Wimborne, 2001 
Softback, 80 pages, 91 colour photographs showing 86 apple varieties with accompanying black and white 
illustrations, 11 additional black and white photographs Dimensions: (265mm x 242mm)  10½ins x 9½ins      
ISBN: 1-874336-87-3.  Published price £13.95 
Celebrates the changing fortunes of cider-making in Somerset and describes in great detail the various apple 
varieties grown in the county over the centuries. With full identification notes.  
 
 
The Herefordshire Pomona of 1885 
By The Woolhope Naturalists Field Club  
Published by Marcher Apple Network, 2005  
CD format, 77 colour plates showing 432 varieties of fruit (apples, pears, perry pears and cider apples) with 
accompanying detailed descriptions and black and white illustrations. Cross referenced and fully indexed 
Order from: www.marcherapple.net    ISBN: none.   Published price  £16.00 inc. p&p 
Digital technology has helped to make this rare and important historical book of apple and pears readily 
available and affordable. Original copies are often priced at more than £5000. 
 
 
Vintage Fruit - Cider Apples & Perry Pears 
Published by Marcher Apple Network, 2007 
CD format, 30 colour plates from the Knight’s Pomona (1811), 35 colour plates from Bulmers Pomona (1987) 
and 12 colour plates from the Herefordshire Pomona (1885). Cross referenced with each other and also with The 
Apple  and Pear as Vintage Fruits (1886), Perry Pears, and Cider Apples and their Characteristics. Many 
accompanying black and white illustrations. Fully indexed 
Order from: www.marcherapple.net  ISBN: 978-0-9555621-0-5          Published Price £16.00 inc. p&p 
A modern masterpiece, combining for the first time the five most important historical books on the UK’s  cider 
apples and perry pears. 
 
 
The Apples of England By H.V. Taylor  
Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1936 Hardback, 205 pages, 36 apple varieties as colour 
photographic plates. Dimensions: (197mm x 247mm)  7_ins x 9_ins     ISBN: none                       
OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £20.00 plus) 
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Several reprints means that this volume is readily available. Chapters on history, science, cultivation and uses 
plus an index of several hundred varieties (many now ‘lost’) featuring details of internal and external  
characteristics plus references. Also includes a useful classification system for grouping different varieties 
according to appearance. 
 
Brogdale Horticultural Trust’s Website     www.brogdale.org 
Hundreds of full colour photographic profiles taken of fruit specimens growing in the National Fruit Collection 
are available to view on the Trust’s website. Ideal as a visual reference and for learning about the external and 
internal differences between varieties.  So far only some of the apples, pears, plums and cherries feature.  
 
Cherries By Norman H. Grubb 
Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1949  Hardback, 196 pages, 12 cherry varieties as colour 
photographic plates, 40 black and white accompanying photographs. Dimensions: (197mm x 247mm)  7_ins x 
9_ins     ISBN: none.     OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £20.00 plus) 
 Presented in the same format at The Apples of England with an index and identification notes describing over 
one hundred varieties.  
 
 
The Plums of England By H.V. Taylor  
Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1949 Hardback, 152 pages, 32 plum varieties as colour 
photographic plates Dimensions: (197mm x 247mm)  7_ins x 9_ins    
ISBN: none.          OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £20.00 plus)  
Presented in the same format as The Apples of England and the only guide to plums readily available. Very 
detailed descriptions of over a hundred  plum, gage, damson and bullace varieties, plus chapters on 
classification, cultivation, history, pests and diseases.  
 
 
Pears By Jim Arbury & Sally Pinhey  
Published by Wells & Winter, Maidstone, 1997 Hardback, 103 pages, 15 pages of colour illustrations featuring 
55 pear varieties, plus accompanying black and white illustrations Dimensions: (220mm x 305mm)  8½ins x 
12ins  ISBN: 0-9532136-0-9 Chapters cover general history and cultivation together with detailed notes on 
appearance, picking and using times and flavour.  www.sallypinhey.com/books.htm 
 
 
Apples: A Guide to the Identification of International Varieties By John Bultitude 
Published by Macmillan Press, London, 1983.  Also published by the University of Washington Press, Seattle, 
USA Hardback, 323 pages, black and white profiles and colour photos of 160 varieties. 
ISBN: 0295960418.  OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £50.00 plus)  
A very rare book. Academic but accessible, explaining the accepted modern apple classification system.  It is 
worth searching for second-hand copies on US or Canadian websites.           
 
 
Footnote: additional useful books to aid identification  
Perry Pears, by Luckwill & Pollard/Long Ashton, price £25.00 + delivery £2.50 can still be obtained from 
Vigo Ltd. sales@vigoltd.com  Tel: 01404 890262 Fax: 01404 890263. 
 
Martin Crawford series:  Directory of Apple Cultiva rs, Pear Cultivars, Plum, Cherries, Nuts… 
www.agroforestry.co.uk 
 
Apples of the Welsh Marches compiled by the Marcher Apple Network  (2002) 
A delightful book (25 pages) with many colourful photographs depicting old varieties grown in the traditional 
orchards of the West Midlands and Wales.  Those included: Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Wales.   Price £4 (inc p&p) from Diggory Kempton (MAN) Brook House, The Red Lane, 
Hopesay, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 8HD www.marcherapple.net 
 
Apples in Scotland by John Butterworth (2001) Price £6.95 (inc p&p), published by Langford Press ISBN 1-
904078-00-1 www.butterworthsorganicnursery.co.uk 
 
Plums by Jim Arbury & Sally Pinhey  ISBN No 981-04-4907-0  £ 29.36 from 
www.sallypinhey.com/books.htm 
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The new Book of Apples by Joan Morgan and Alison Richards 
The definitive guide to apples, including over 2000 varieties. An updated version of Joan Morgan’s 1993 classic 
The Book of Apples.  Ideal for the grower, consumer and historian and beautifully illustrated.    £35 Ebury Press 
2002. 
 
Nutshell Guides to Growing Hazelnuts, Walnuts etc. by Clive Simms www.orchardhousebooks.com 

*************************************************** ***************************************  

 
 

 

SNIPPETS 
 

·  Local carbon offsetting facility www.localco2offset.co.uk  One of our GOG members, John Connell 
(of Classic Landscapes Ltd, Stinchcombe), is pioneering this (and may even include orchards to do 
this).  He is looking for two types of sponsor; one to contribute money to offset their emissions and one 
to provide land suitable for planting (land must be visible to general public). 

 
·  Creeping buttercup, sedge & rushes are indicators that land may be too wet to plant fruit trees.   

 
·  Fruit trees enjoy better drainage when planted on mounds or on ridges (on ridge & furrow). 

 

NATIONAL ORCHARD FORUM NEWSLETTER 11 winter 2008 
 
FEATURE: Register for local apple & pear varieties 
BOOKS/CDS – a useful list of the main fruit ID books/CDs for orchard groups to share with their members. 
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS: 
Central Core Network, Scotland & Tayside Biodiversity Partnership   
Chichester District Council       
Cornwall County Council Orchard Group & Eden Project    
East of England Apples & Orchards Project     
Gloucestershire Orchard Group        
Kentish Cobnuts Association       
Marcher Apple Network        
Northern Fruit Group        
Orchards Live (N. Devon)       
Orchard Link (S. Devon)        
Rivers Nursery Site and Orchard Group, Hertfordshire    
Shropshire Apple Trust         
Somerset County Council Countryside Group     
Symondsbury Apple Project, Dorset      
Tidnor Wood Orchard Trust       
Tree Fruit Society of Wales       
Westmorland Damson Association      
Worcester Orchard Workers       
NEW GROUPS:          
Colwall, Herefordshire        
Mid-Shires Orchard Group       
South Warwickshire Orchard Group      
EUROPEAN ORCHARD GROUPS       
German Orchard Initiative       
NEWS ITEMS:         
Traditional Orchards have National BAP Habitat Status    
The Future of the National Fruit Collection at Brogdale    
Funding Sources         
Technical Advice Notes         
Pests & Diseases         
Single Farm Payment        
Sustains Good Practice Guide for Traditional Orchards    
Professional Fruit Tree Arborists       
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Requests from Debbie Bryce (Orchard Protection)     
Mistletoe          
Triple Bottom Line Accounting       
TPO Consultation Paper        
National Moth Night        
Plum, Damson, Gage, Bullace Collectors/Experts     
Schools Orchard Pack        
Peoples Trust for Endangered Species Tradional Orchard Surveys   
SNIPPETS     
 

Email Ann for an e-copy of any NOF or GOG newsletter smithcovell@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 


