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GOG cannot be held responsible for accuracy of info rmation.
Some of the events listed here are imminent, so pke check!

Stop Press Charles Martell’'s Apple Data/Book — “Native Apples of Gloucestershire” is
now on the GOG websitevww.orchard-group.org.uk/glos On home page, go to Apples
on left-hand menu. Copyright to Charles, but it ca be printed off directly from the

web. Itis a working document, so there will be aendments/additions/further
photographs over time. Congratulations to Charlegor the years of painstaking
research. 29/4/08 (Thanks to webmaster Peter Smith for uploading thelata).

GOG committee

Dave Kaspar (Chairman), Paul Bloomer (Treasuremjy 8mith (secretary/coordinator/newsletter editor &
membership secretary), Helen Brent-Smith, JuliéleBdGloucestershire Naturalists Society & BAP
partnership), Alan Watson (county arboriculturistiao founder of GOG), Jim Chapman (Hartpury Histor
Land & Buildings Trust & building perry centre), @hWedge (Natural England & BAP partnership), Rob
Watkins (nurseryman of Lodge Farm Trees, nr BesReMeyrick Brentnall (Gloucester City
Council/Severnside Project), Elaine Shears (Gldecsisire Organic Gardening Group) and (new for 2008
Martin Hayes (tree surgeon and apple supplier)velzad Helen also run Days Cottage Apple Juiceafocg
juice, cider & perry makers) and are building th@e& orchard & rural skills centre at their museurhard in
Brookthorpe, Gloucester. Webmaster: Peter Smith.

Membership renewd
Thanks to those who have renewed. Membership stanclirrently 215, rising steadily (peaks aftepksp
Day). We have plenty of GOG leaflets if anyonedseany for events, plus display boards and posters.

New members

New members receive on joining:

Welcome letter, latest newsletters (for that yeaajning & events flier, titles of all the baclsises GOG and
Nat Orchard Forum newsletters, Peoples Trust falaBgered Species survey form & covering letteryolf
reside in South Gloucestershire, you also receiis af Bristol area community orchards.

PLEASE CONTACT ANN SMITH IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED MESE ON JOINING. We generally
email these at first if you are on email (to saasources) or post if not. Then you receive subssguailings
by post. This may change in the future.

Mailings

All members can expect to receive the followingregear:

1. Winter flier with training and AGM details (late January)

2. Spring GOG newsletter(April)

3. Summer flier with training and events (approx. July)

4. Autumn GOG newsletter(late September) — also includes Apple Day evardand Gloucestershire.

Thanks for your patience. Ann can get a little gethwith mailings as there is a plethora of agtigihgoing
throughout the year. This includes many orchardteel enquiries (phone and email), membership, tcajla
orchard information from around the UK and the dgdar members, website updates, organizing evamts
maintaining the library, to name a few! We are autted to trying to keep you up to date with thenyna
orchardissues both national and local. Do look at the Gloueesttire Orchard Group website for a wealth of
information, including Gloucestershire cultivarsh@tles Martell’s extensive fruit research).

Vacancies
1. We welcome any volunteer who would be willing to tee minutes at the AGM each February.
2. Help is always appreciated with manning our displayboards at events.
Contact Ann please if you are able to help.



TRAINING

GOG offers a subsidized rolling programmepaining, grafting andbudding with Dave Kaspar in
Brookthorpe, Gloucester, home to the museum orcharfteefruit identification workshop is provided each
autumn at Pershore College, with Richard Toft.

SUMMER EVENTS
Budding workshop with Dave Kaspar at Days Cottage, Upton Lane, Bttarpe, near Gloucester
GL4 OUT. BOOK NOW!
Thursday 10 JulyandThursday 17 July 2008 (please choose on€&harge£15 (which is subsidized) for
members. Non members £25. Booking is ESSENTIAleag® give Dave a ring on 01452 813602 if intetkeste
and he can book you in. There will be access¢pggation material from the museum orchard. Spkscly if
you get the answerphone and please ring at sodiai@s. Opportunity to look around the museum orttzand
developing Orchard & Rural Crafts Centre Dave &étedire building, with GOG.
Plum, quince, pear and apple rootstocks should/aiable (one rootstock per person is includedhanftrice,
but you can buy more at a small extra charge).f@UGOG library is not available at the buddingnkshops,
but Dave has useful books to browse and the fuihty should be present at the plum day, below.
Tea and coffee provided. Please bring a sharg Kaiid elastoplasts!).

Further Details on thillowing will be sent out in July:

Plum Day in late August(venue at GOG member Trevor Giles’ extensive dgaommercial
orchards near Evesham, hopefully to coincide witsRore Plum Day around the Bank Holiday
(probably Monday 25 August 2008)

Perry Pear Day Autumn show at the Three Counties showground, Btal\september with the Three
Counties Cider & Perry Association.

GOG social and communal juicingevent — weéhopethat Dave & Helen’s Orchard & Rural Skills
centre will be almost complete later on this yesarthat we can invite our GOG members.

APPLE DAY 2008 (21 OCTOBER)
GOG will list county-wide events in the autumn néatter and the GOG website (info to Ann nearertiime,
please, for collation).

Apple Day 2007events were held across the county, some with deredble input by GOG members, for which
the committee is very gratefulluicing equipmentandGloucestershire apple displaysvere available at
several venuesA pasteurizer is now available to hire by GOG membes for juice production.

WINTER EVENTS

Thepruning and grafting workshops by Dave Kaspar were well attended. Thanks to Dawvhis expertise
and the time he gives to speak with you about ymdividual orchard questions.

GOG ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Dave Kasparwas re-elected ahairman for 2008 andPaul Bloomer asTreasurer.
We thank them for their time and excellent supfarGOG.

Charles Martell presented his extensive and uni@@leucestershire apple data on Co GOG (photo also on
GOG website under Past Events). This is the cutitn of years of painstaking research. Many teankhim.
The data is being checked before going on the GOGalsite for the public to download and print
(imminent). The data will also be available in book form dSeld Guide. GOG will be working with Charles
in the longer term to produce Perry Pear and Ghktecghire Plunfrield Guides (probably loosely bound for
updates to be added when necessary).



Chairman Dave Kaspar (left) receives Gloucestezshpple Data from Charles Martell (right) Feb 2GQA8
GOG AGM. © Juliet Bailey

GOG AS A CHARITY

The committee are looking further into GOG adopting charitable status. Up to now we have run very
successfully as a non-profit making organisation, but if we are to be even more active in conservation
work, the ability to seek a wider range of grants will be invaluable. Many sources are only available to
charities. In addition we would of course be able to reclaim gift-aid on subscriptions.

If the committee feels it can recommend the idea once the Charity Commission accept the principle,
then the proposal will be put to the membership for a decision - either at a special meeting or next
year's AGM.

Dr. Keith Alexander’'s powerpoint presentation slides on Noble ChafertReD BAP Species in
Gloucestershire Orchards are available on the G@Isite (under Past Events). This includes ug#fatos of
the noble chafer beetle and pellets.

Keith also writes:

“I am afreelance ecological consultantand | specialise in old trees, parks, orchardsrarertebratesin
general. This is how | have been involved with PT&SI am one of three consultants carrying outama
surveys for Noble Chafer for them - | do the Glateeshire surveys, the other two cover Worcs & Keldeam
also on the PTES-led Noble Chafer Species Actiam Biteering Group. | am also one of the Hon Dimsobd
the Ancient Tree Forum and represent the ATF o theitional Orchards Habitat Action Plan workinggp.
As a consultant | worked on a scoping study ofwfidlife conservation values of traditional orcharas part of
a national English Nature initiative. So it all get bit tangled!

Gloucestershire is just as tangled but it is urltengenow that | have moved to Exeter. | was Cludithe GNS
Scientific & Publications Committee and a membethef GNS Executive Committee as a result, but ngdo
of course. | am however still the GNS County Be®zorder and so the keeper of Noble Chafer redordbe
county! | was on Glos Wildlife Trust's Conservatidommittee but left when | moved to Exeter. | gethe
Glos Invertebrate Group but am no longer directiyoived.

By all means let people know that | do carry owuthard surveys and assessments on a consultansy Aadi
as | mentioned, | shall be carrying out Noble Chateveys on the east side of the river, southlofiGester, for
PTES during 2008f any orchard owners there would like me to ensurehat | cover their orchards then
they can e-mail mée.

Keith Alexander Contactkeith.alexander@waitrose.co®1392 413092.

Note the scoring of orchards for decay 1-3, 1* beg excellent (the more decay the better the habitpat
Keep planting for veteran fruit trees of the future. Standing dead wood is ideal.




Ted Green (left) and Keith Alexander (right) at GBGM. Keith is holding the excellent leaflet by ikan
Burrough of the Peoples Trust for Endangered Spexidraditional Orchards, a guide to wildlife &
management(please send A5 SAE to Ann Smith if you would likkeopy or pick up at one at many GOG
events). © Juliet Bailey

Noble Chafer beetle and its frass (ot to scafeKeith Alexander & Peoples Trust for Endangeree@gs.
www.ptes.org

Ted Green’s presentation is now available on the GG website under Past Events. The Ancient Tree
Forum produces a series of excellent leaflets onteean trees and their protection.

Apple Tastings
Juliet Bailey kindly arranged Gloucestershire apgpktings as part of an ongoing record on the @@&ite.

GOG library

The extensive GOG library/literature was availadtithe AGM. This is also available at the anmlam day,
GOG socialevent anddentification workshop. If you are a&orporate member of GOG feel free to send
any literature of your own company for display. n@ct Ann for more info.

Produce

Thanks to all who brought juice, cider, perry, ista¢ry and other orchard-related produce for saléor

sharing, at the AGM. GOG membiRose Williamsis anartist from Apperley/Deerhurst, interested iocal
history (including orchards!) and is paintifgJoucestershire fruit for stationery which is available to purchase
at some of our events or contact her direcigaview@coloursfresh.co.0d452 780704 She also takes
commissions.




OTHER TRAINING/EVENTS (NOT GOG, but some are organized by GOG members):

Painswick Rococo GardensHead Gardener Chris Hitchcock Thurs 31 July 2008 Smnmer
pruning/espalier course 10am-4pm £20. Can be booked onlwew.rococogarden.org.uk

Sue Gibson will be repeating her popular workshop @ Growing and Training Fruit Trees in

Small Spaces again this summeit will take place in her garden in Slimbridge 0&lonSat 9th

August 2008from 10am-4pm. The workshop starts with a sessiothe principles of fruit growing
and continues with a practical session on traimipple and pear trees as espaliers and other a#tract
shapes. Participants will practise pruning the kmsaand cordons in her garden. Early booking is
advised, but if the course is over-subscribed a&# last year, a second date will be offered.

Please call Sue Gibson on 01453 890820, e-mailggsen@tiscali.co.ukwww.iteachgardening.co.uk

Pershore College tel 01386 552448vw.warkscol.ac.uk/pershore

South Gloucestershire Council pruning, wassailiteg(with Mr. Fruit, Graham White of Winterbournedgect,
Bristol) — Contact Sally Pattison 01454 8622 15rfare info.

Stroud Valleys Project run occasional courses -t&mMadine Smykatz-Kloss 01453 753368more info.
Horfield Organic Community Orchard, Bristol/PauliMarkovitspauline.markovits@blueyonder.co.uk
(including blossom day)

Ragmans Lane Farmww.ragmans.co.ukCider and juice-making courses. Organic farmha\Wye Valley.

TEWKESBURY FOOD & DRINK FESTIVAL
Sat 3 & Sun 4 May 2008The fourth event (with juice & cider makers) 168pm 01684 272249

ORCHARD FAMILY DAY

Sun 4 May 2008more on websitesww.newbreweryarts.org.uk

The New Brewery Arts, Brewery Court, Cirencestdgugestershire GL7 1JH
Tel: 01285 657 181 Fax: 01285 644 060 Ensmin@breweryarts.org.uk

Also at this venue: THE ORCHARD EXHIBITION by Edwina Bridgema@6 April — 22 June 2008
Edwina Bridgeman is working on a new touring exiidioi in collaboration with Brewery Arts. It is a-oeeation
of the experience of being in the contemplativeaurdings of an orchard, distilled through her oxigion and
experience. She is also calling on the storiesexipériences of others to make 25 additional pie€esixed
material work. The central installation is of ‘thated orchard’ with three main trees, a laddegm@pie box and
a grazing animal as well as a host of other hidaigdllife; a space that the visitor must enter tgogrihis place
of contemplation. These three trees are made frorkaday materials, often thrown away, containingeots
and painted narratives about the history and foéktaf orchards and apple-growing.

The exhibition focuses on this imagery, magic, so@ad stories related to apple trees but alseatsfthe
resurgence of sustainability and self-sufficienng #ghe curative qualities of homegrown food, wine aider.
The battered old writing table under an apple bowijibe the focus of the education work and visstaiill be
encouraged to sit and write (or draw) their mengre compose poems and prose about their own niegrafr
apple-picking, cider-drinking etc.

The exhibition is supported by the Ernest Cook Tn& are planning a full support programme of wiork
local schools For more information contagtucation@newbreweryarts.org.uk

(Thanks tadGOG member Miranda Leonard miranda@newbreweryarts.org.fde the above information).

MALVERN SPRING GARDENING SHOW
8-11 May 2008

WOODLAND TRUST IMMINENT COURSE

The Woodland Trust, in partnership with the Uniitgref Gloucestershire is holding a number of lified
learning courses in Cheltenham. Experts from boganisations will lead a mixture of talks and heod
activities at the University, plus interactive tsio the stunning Lineover Wood. This allows ceumembers



to explore historic wooded landscapes, discoveieantrees, find out why spring is coming early andneet
people with a passion for nature.

There are three courses, which take place on {8ayut9th April}, Thursday 22nd May andSaturday 7th &
Sunday 8th June.

Book now atwww.glos.ac.uk/subjectsandcourses/allagelearning

or contact: AllAge Learning, University of Gloucesthire, Pittville Studios, Albert Road, Cheltenham
GL52 3JG Tel: 01242 714940  empittvillestudios@glos.ac.uk

NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT 2008

7th June 2008 Discover the wonder of moths and assist withr tbenservation by taking part in this annual
celebration of moths and moth recording. Orchamingrs and anyone else interested, please see
www.nationalmothnight.info or contact Sarah-Ann Boon 01929 406009.

MALVERN THREE COUNTIES SHOW
13-15 June 2008ncludes Regional Food & Drink Village (cider &nog producers, inc. Gloucestershire)

GLOUCESTER FOLK MUSEUM EXHIBITION

The Apple of my Eye 20 September - 8 November 2008

A look at apples and orchards from the perspectiertists, pickers and growers with some folklanel
unusual items thrown in! It links in with the ApdBay celebrations at the Folk Museum on 25 October.
Gloucester Folk Museum is open Tue to Sat 10.00QL #ree Admission. If you need more info pleasg us
on (01452) 396868 or contact Martin Hayes (GOG cdtes) martin.hayes9@btinternet.com

BLOSSOM EVENTS

1. North Bristol'sHorfield Organic Community Orchard 10th Birthday Blossom time event is on
Sunday27th April 2-4 pm. Entry via lane opposite 23 Kings Drivést®pston, off Kellaway Avenue,
from M5, turn off A38 along Horfield Common on thght. (Donations £2, £1) For further
information contact Pauline Markovits on 0117 92248
Apologies if this information is out of date (it wadded to the GOG website in good time — put ur yo

diary for next year?!).

There will be wildlife trails, storytelling and ath activities and people can wander round the e¥st many of
which will be in blossom.

2. Also, the HerefordshirBig Apple www.bigapple.org.ulholds blossom eventd & 5 May 2008) at
Marcle Ridgejust over the Gloucestershire borderfrom the Dymock area.

NATIONAL FRUIT IDENTIFICATION COURSE

*xxkk Bookings taken ASAP****

Run by expert Simon Clark and Linda Blenkinshipttaf Northern Fruit Group and National Orchard Royu
Will be held at Pershore College, Worcestershir&dwa 1- Thu 3 July 2008 Very reasonable charge of £50
(approx.)

Possible local excursions to local orchards. Caaometwork with other orchard group represengstiv

For more information and booking please contactobi@lark now.

simonclark49@gmail.com0113 266 3235 (with answer phondpre info on this course towards the end of
this newsletter.

NURSERIES (also see GOG website)

Lodge Farm Trees
Lodge Farm, Rockhampton, Berkeley GL13 9DY 0145@ 260 (Rob Watkinsjob@lodgefarmtrees.co.uk
www.lodgefarmtrees.co.uk




Lodge Farm Trees is a small nursery growing anglsupg a range of fruit trees, and soft fruit bushe
especially old traditional varieties. My aim isgmomote and grow even more Gloucestershire vasiéti the
near future. Order early as local varieties seitkjy!

Day's Cottage Apple JuicegDave Kaspar/Helen Brent-Smith)

Upton Lane, Brookthorpe, Gloucester GL4 8UT 018%3602 _applejuice @care4free.net

We have planted over 400 fruit trees, 160 of whazin the Gloucestershifduseum Orchard, and all are
managed organically. Some Gloucestershire fruitstfer sale. _ www.applejuice.care4free.net

Thornhayes Nursery, Cullompton, Devon (Proprietor Kevin Crouchemww.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk
Planting advice given on website and in their cgfaé. Kevin has obtained budwood from a range of
Gloucestershire varieties. Do ask if he has mareeties not listed in his catalogue. Also selEnmother
heritage varieties from across the UK. Good sigedrfor sale. Mail order service.

Small amounts of Gloucestershire varieties of trefuits are available from the following:

Walcot Organic Nursery

Lower Walcot Farm, Walcot Lane, Drakes BroughtogrsRore, Worcestershire WR10 2AL

01386 55369 Fnquiries@walcotnursery.co.ukvww.walcotnursery.co.uk

A nursery producing a wide range of fruit treepplas, plums, pears, quinces organically. Vasedieailable
include both traditional and modern, including sdowal varieties, on a variety of rootstocks. Traes
available bare rooted as 'maidens' and 'bushesebrtNovember and March. Fruit trees can be deliver
collected. Detailed catalogue available. Viewaygppointment welcome.

Highfield Nurseries (Managing Director Joan Greenwg)
School Lane, Whitminster GL2 7PL 01452 740266/ D8Lfo@highfield-nurseries.co.uk
Holds Apple Day each year.

Shapes & SizegDavid Leigh) Pond Cottage, Lemington, MoretoriMassh. Tel/Fax 01608 650991.

ORCHARD CONSULTANCY/SKILLED PRACTITIONERS

Do you need personal advice about the plantingrafva orchard or maintenance of an older one? Bagpar
can come and visit your orchard as a consultdrintdrested, please give him a ring on 01452 823@8@g at
sociable times and speak clearly if you get thevensachine). Dave does earn his living with hisijuj &
cider business and orchard activities, so pleaderstand that he would need to charge a fee fiasvis
Alternatively, come along to GOG events throughbetyear and chat with him or partner Helen anéroth
experienced members! Fofist of SKILLED PRACTITIONERS (tree surgeons and advice-givers), please
see the GOG website or contact Ann SmittNote that Dave is frantically juicing between Aggand
November! He will have more time to visit you odisithese times.

New GOG membeiTrevor Giles/Meadowside Tree Care 01242 690584 Mid 07971630347 Email:
trees@makaill.com

| own approx 2000-3000 plum trees at Hampton Evestiad plan to plant about 1500 more as soon agypmss
I am fully organic with the Soil Association andlseost of my produce to organic farm foods Honaytne,
who pack them and supply Tescos and Sainsburgol@kn a tree surgery business "Meadowside Tree'Gar
Woodmancote with my partner Allison Makgill. We dofly insured and qualified. We undertake work local
authorities as well as private tree work, hedgérayitfruit tree pruning (including high work onnpg pear
trees). | make cider and perry with a big Vigo prasd press juice for anyone who brings fruit ded awn a
small Vigo screw press and may hire it out.

TECHNICAL ADVICE NOTES for TRADITIONAL ORCHARD MANA GEMENT
Natural England (Chris Wedge)has produced a series of very useful leafletschvare now available to
download free of charge from:
http://naturalengland.communisis.com/NaturalEng&imap/
The documents are called TINs :

TINO12 - Traditional orchards: a summary

TINO13 - Traditional orchards: site and tree Stbec




TINO14 - Traditional orchards: planting and esigtbihg fruit trees
TINO15 - Traditional orchards: an introductionpiauning
TINO16 - Traditional orchards: formative pruninfjypung trees
TINO17 - Traditional orchards: maintenance pruning
TINO18 - Traditional orchards: restoration and agament of mature and neglected orchards
TINO19 - Traditional orchards: fruit tree health
TINO20 - Traditional orchards: orchards and wifkalli
TINO21 - Traditional orchards: glossary
Plus other relevant documents (cobnuts, pestidiifieetic). Eg. key in Orchards in “Search”.

NEWS & ARTICLES

TRADITIONAL ORCHARDS HAVE NATIONAL/UK BAP PRIORITY  HABITAT

STATUS

As we covered in the last GOG newsletter, Joan Belkddyovernmental minister for Biodiversity, anttam of
media, visited GOG chairman Dave Kaspar and HelemtBSmith at their traditional orchards at Dayst&ge
Apple Juice, Brookthorpe, near Gloucester on Tug88aAugust 2007. She announced that Ministersagpr
priority species and habitats list to focus futcoaservation action.

The news release ikttp://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2007/070828b.htm

This is following Natural England’s detailed ecalma) surveys at half a dozen sites throughout te U
(including Gloucestershire), showing that traditibarchards are a unique habitat for many faunaflanal

© Juliet Bailey

Biodiversity Minister Joan Ruddock and team vis?G chairman Dave and Helen Days Cottage traditional
orchards, Gloucester, August 2007.

ORCHARD& RURAL SKILLS CENTRE AT BROOKTHORPE , nr GI oucester

A semi circular track around the centre has beee@dwith young hedging. Fences and gates have been
installed. The local yurt is due to arrive in thersner. Espaliers and cordons have been mappedeats
have been planted. There will be a circular gaafeabout 40 trees with apples, pears, plums, @seand soft



fruit. This is all very exciting and long-awaitedhere will be opportunities for any of you who Jablike to
use the centre for teaching your own orchard-rdlakélls and of course, Dave will continue with bign
training (pruning, grafting, budding, planting etdural crafts will be exhibited. There is easgess to Dave
and Helen's existing mature orchards, younger adshand museum orchard of all known Gloucestershire
varieties of apple.

VISIT BY BBC GARDENERS WORLD

Gardeners World filmed Dave & Helen’s orchards pncing parlour as part of a special programmel&mp
heritage varieties at Berryfields. Various orctsangere visited throughout the UK and all went areaithe end
of February 2008. It was disappointing that ongaimthe BBC failed to provide the public with infieation on
the huge wealth of expertise of orchard groupssactioe UK, either on Gardeners World or on the B&Bsite,
despite lobbying by GOG and having met with thedpieer, with a letter sent personally to Monty Ddbhce
again, the public are left frustrated or in thekdavout where to start with gaining access to tlbesands of
heritage cultivars awaiting them and the supparnftocal orchard groups!

COHORT (COLLECTION OF HISTORIC ORCHARDING TREES)

PROJECT/HARTPURY PERRY PEAR CENTRE

Completion date is May 2008 and bookings are ajré&ihg taken foperry & cider making courses in
September 200§ details at www.tasteandexplore.conThe fruit tree planting is over half completdi (he
known 3 Counties perry pears will be here, plusyraloucestershire apples and plums, in duplicakégtural
England has also agreed to produce GIS mappirtgegbends and at the same time to plot all the odctiaes
individually. Otters have already visited the pdnds

Spring 2008 photo by Jim Chapman (oak frame cerft@)to-Voltaic cells, water harvesting, reed bed
greywater treatment will be added.

Jim Chapman jim.chapman@-care4free.net (Jimis on the GOG committee)

SOURCES OF FUNDING

Severn Trent Community Recovery Fund
Severn Trent Water have kindly agraedjive GOG£10,000to assist communities in the aftermath of flooding
Thanks to our Dave Kaspar, David Dale (Gloucestergbounty Council) and Andrew Marsh (Severn Trent)
for enabling GOG to receive this sum. It is tospent on the following:

Community orchard groups, including schools & padsuncils

Flood damaged orchards
Orchard surveys

10



If you would like to be considered for a grant (gibsy upto several hundred pounds), especiallpif gre a
community orchard group anywhere in Gloucestershir8outh Gloucestershire, please write or emailGOG
committee via Ann Smith with brief points:

Name of group/school/parish, contact details, higfine of your orchard aims and need.

Money will be allocated on a first-come-first-selvgasis. Naturally, we hope you will plant with
Gloucestershire varieties of fruit (see our webfitdistings). Please remember that orchards requigoing
maintenance costs. Ann’s contact details are effrint page of this newsletter.

Appeal for Community Project Ideas for £4m Rural Funding Bid — deadline 30 April 2008
Voluntary and community groups, town and parishnoile and individuals living irstroud District and
Tewkesbury Boroughare being urged to put forward project ideas asqda bid for a £4million economic
development programme to help their rural commesithrive. The Cotswold Edge to Severn Vale Local
Action Group, with representatives from more th@ro8ganisations, has been formed to prepare therbid
behalf of the two rural districts, bounded by thesdvold Edge and the River Severn.

Both districts share a common heritage of 'Water\Aiool' through the rivers and canals and the vaoadl cloth
trades of yesteryear. And they are both workingl mathe present-day to make more of tourism, $uestee
development, footpaths and cycle-ways, local foud the creative industries while encouraging thewgin in
the number of small rural businesses. But all efriiral parishes in the Local Action Group areasaen as
being in the shadow of the county's major urbarresrof Gloucester and Cheltenham, with a high qitign of
local people commuting for work and leisure. Thasults in increasing pressure on rural serviceshetocal
economy and housing and a growing sense of isalatio

With help from Gloucestershire First, Tewkesbury@mh Council and Stroud District Council, the Qaifd
Edge to Severn Vale Local Action Group is prepadrgd for more than £4million from the new Europea
funded Rural Development Programme for England hidgth match funding, could top £8million in
Gloucestershire over six years. If successfulntbeey will be made available for pump-priming patgeacross
the rural towns and parishes of the area, encaugabem to work together to build on their sharedtage of
'Water and WoolBut the project ideas have to come from the commutiés themselves.

Dan Blake from the Local Action Group said: "We dearal communities to tell us their ideas for llogeojects
which will make a difference to the rural economye know there is a need for funding, and we knoav th
project ideas are out there — we just have to shevevidence. Don't wait until you have a polispegject plan
with all the boxes ticked — let us know your ideassoon as possible!"

Rural communities are being urged to express thigrest byApril 30 at the latest To check if your
organisation, town or parish is part of the Locatidn Group area, register your project ideas dimnith out
more about joining the LAG, contact the LAG projefficer Kate Forrest at Gloucestershire First 24P
864153, email kate.forrest@glosfirst.co.uk

NB Churchdown, Brockworth & Bishops Cleeve ad included in this scheme.

Gloucestershire Environmental Trust
Gloucestershire Environmental Trust is keen to sugpcal environmental projects and has recemtiesigned
its application form, which should be easy to falloFind out more atvww.glos-environment-trust.co.uk
or contact them at Unit 16, Twigworth Court Busis€entre, Twigworth, Gloucester. GL2 9PG 01452008
emailinfo@glos-environment-trust.co.uk

Environmental Stewardship Scheme (Entry Level and kfjher Level)
Please see our GOG website (grants section) endoe information, please contact our GOG committee
member:
Chris Wedge Gloucestershire land management team & orchaxdiaiist,
Natural England, Room 1:18, Block 3, Govt. Buildin@urghill Road, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol
BS10 6NJ tel: 0117 9598644 mob: 077755939
email: chris.wedge @naturalengland.orgwkbsite www.naturalengland.org.uk

Single Farm Payment
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A new EU ruling comes into force in 2008, to reeetise ruling that excludeafchards from the Single Farm
Payment Scheme. This means that growers will n@vde to use their SFP land to grow fruit and t&igles,
without the area restriction currently imposed. wyp&.gov.uk

Natural England has just launchediccess to Naturescheme, in conjunction with tigig Lottery

Fund www.naturalengland.org.uk/leisure/grants-funding/

This will be available early in 2008. Community bacds appear to meet the three main strands of the
scheme.

Local Food

In Sept 2007, the Big Lottery Fund also announbedRbyal Society of Wildlife Trustsas an Award
Partner under it€hanging Spaceprogramme. RSWT will manadscal Food, a new £50 million
grant scheme. Managed by the Royal Society of Wiéldlrusts (RSWT) and 15 consortium partners,
Local Food will distribute grants to a variety obfl-related projects to help make locally growndfoo
accessible and affordable to local communities. @omities will benefit from

* improved health and well-being through exsecand better nutrition;
* strengthened local economies through thetitne®f social enterprises;
* and more sustainability through the bettex asresources.

Grants from £2,000 up to £500,000 will be awardeddt-for-profit groups and organisations in
England delivering such projects as growing, preicgs marketing and distributing local food;
composting and raising awareness of the benefitsicti activities. The fund will open to applicaton
in January 2008. Further details, including appitccaforms and guidance notes will be availablerfro
Local Food’s website in due course. To receiveuwthne of the programme and any updates please

email your full contact details toww.localfood@rswt.org Alsowww.localfoodgrants.org

Greenspaces FundingHeritage Lottery) £10,000-50,000 through a cotigor of
environmental groupsvww.community-spaces.org.upring 2008 onwards.
Urban Greenspace project opportunity
Sustainability South Westis happy to announce a new greenspace projetitddsouth West of
England. Planting Places: cultivating urban greenspacewill make the case for genuinely
sustainable and joined-up approaches to urban gpeea in the regional growth and regeneration
agendas (making the links with health, biodiverditgal food production, low carbon access,
recreation and play, sense of place, quality ejliThe project will celebrate top examples of arba
greenspace in the region and support a strengtheietbr its champions/experts. It also includes a
special event planned for March 2008 and the dewedmt of key recommendations for growth and
regeneration leads. For a document explaining ds&b of the project and how ‘urban greenspace
champions’ can get involved (and a ‘champions failwmominate a local project or put your project
forward to be one of our 10 Greenpsace Champi@ss) s
www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk/projects/plagtiplaces/
Lynn Gibbons Planting Places emaiblaces@sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk
Sustainability South West, 2 Rivergate, Temple Q&BISTOL BS1 6EH 0117 900 1751
www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk

Breathing Places3rd round grants totalling £5 million. AnnouncedBBC Autumnwatch in

November 2007. Grants to the tune of £1 000 - fiM4d¥e available across the UK to help create more
Breathing Places and enhance community involvemnegristing ones. The funding is for specific
projects or activities, which might include creagtimn community wildlife garden, obtaining professibn
support to advise on wildlife management or trainiwlunteers.The Breathing Places grants
programme hopes to encourage new applicants batieyeu received funding in a previous phase

you may apply again if you're planning a new prbfbat involves a distinct new group of people. NB
the closing date for applicationsksiday 18th January 2008 For more information see the Breathing
Places websitesaww.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/create/funding.shtml
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Awards For All TheHeritage Lottery Fundwards grants of between £300 and £10,000 for
communities, schools, health, heritage etew.awardsforall.org.uk

Landfill Tax funding for orchard creation and restoratiett. See the regulator, Entrust
www.entrust.org.uk

The Tubney Trust www.tubney.org.ukPlease note their new funding strategy as they wown: over
the next three years they will allocate most of Thest’s remaining uncommitted funds (approximately
£26 million) to a small number of large, focusedrgs. For this reason, the Trustees have chosen to
close the charity’s open programmes with the daadbr online applications to our current
programmes being 5.00pm on 2 June 2008. Seewkbsite for more details.

Rural Enterprise Gateway

REG is looking to support groups of rural businesse help them increase their business. £1500 per
year is made available to be spent on trainingpasualtancy (members need to pay 25% of the fee).
Membership requires at least 6 rural businessbaue addresses in tB®uth West of England(that

is Gloucestershire & South & Wes)

Mark Russell Project Officer 01285 889 872 (Ro4gticultural College, Cirencester)

Rural Enterprise Gatewayww.regsw.org.uk

Sustainable Development Fund
Approximately £20,000 is available from the Susabie Development Fund (SDF) for local projects tielp to
make the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Be@MONB) a better place to live. Successful apgiicns
will have demonstrated th#teir initiative will benefit the Cotswolds AONB community, even thoughheir
business may not necessarily be located in the Catslds.SDF is financed by the Defra and managed by the
Cotswolds Conservation Board. Contact Anne Powehe Conservation Board on 01451 862035 (Monday to
Thursday Between 9.00 am and 2.30 pm) or wigitv.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk
The guidelines and application form can be accelsgaticking on the “Looking after the Cotswoldsitt then
the “Grants” heading in the drop down list; thehdw the “Sustainable Development Fund” links.

This list is a sample only. There are many smallescommunity grants (eg Cooperative,
BTCV Peoples Places, local councils

Gloucestershire County Council, Restoring Our Landsape grant:

The grant offers up to 30 per cent of the totat obsraditional orchard restoration; maximum off5er
scheme [reviewed annually]. The main conditiorhi the proposal must be publicly seen, i.e. frdioogpath
or road.

For further details contact the Landscape ArchitecGloucestershire County Council. Phone: 01432648

South Gloucestershire Council operate a grant schesrfor orchards:

1. South Gloucestershire Environment Grantfor local groups or voluntary organizations, fovegonmental
projects which are of benefit to the wider commwnindividuals may also apply. Up to 80% grant supgan
be provided.

2.Biodiversity Action Grant, in conjunction with Natural England, to offer apt (up to 50%, to a max. of
£500) to landowners for work which will conserveld&r enhance the biodiversity of South Gloucestezsh

Contact Stuart Bardsley, 01454 863468, stuart.tey@southglos.gov.uouth Gloucestershire Council, Civic
Centre, High Street, Kingswood, South GloucesteedA515 9TR.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE NATURE MAP

This was launched on 4 March 2008 at Shire HathuGéster, with Clir Julie Girling, Cabinet Member f
Environment on the County Council as the openirgakpr. She made it clear that the Nature Mapsaro
essential part of the county’s planning process,\ivay not yet adopted by other counties. Theeptaflentifies
areas of core habitats (woodland, lowland wet ¢gmass unimproved grassland and heath) then plotiregs
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around them that would be targets for restoratiothat habitat type, should the funds be availabktthe
landowners willing. These wider areas are knowSBtaategic Nature Areas or SNAs. This will heleaies
move as climate changes affect them (migrationidors).

The project is under the auspices of the Gloucgsiter Biodiversity Partnership, of which the Glosiegshire
Naturalists Society is a member, and is headetid¥toucestershire Wildlife Trust.

Although orchards are not specifically part of teeit, some will fall into these habitats and treoples Trust
for Endangered Species’ (and the Gloucestershicbd®d Group’s) orchard survey data can hopefutlgdd in.
A CD is availablevww.swenvo.org.uk/nature_map

Thanks taJuliet Bailey, Gloucestershire Naturalists SocietfMarch 2008 newsletter) araloucestershire
Wildlife Trust. Also, thanks tdVartin Hayes for representing GOG at the launch.

MISTLETOE (ORCHARDS) WANTED (from winter 2007/08)

Jonathan Briggs (Mistletoe Matters Consultancy)ijs looking for apple orchards with plentiful migte
where he can demonstrate and experiment with lemygustainable mistletoe harvesting.

Sites within the ‘3 counties’ (Worcestershire, Herordshire and Gloucestershire) preferred — but all
proposals will be considered.

Background:

Good mistletoe husbandry — pruning to limit damsgthe host tree, whilst ensuring a continued etisd crop
—is becoming rare. Too many old apple orcharde lecome overwhelmed by mistletoe, often because th
valueless unberried male plants are left untoueti€thristmas. This is a growing problem for bo#ditional
orchards and for the future mistletoe crop. In pufgw years we will see yet more old apple treesismb to the
increased senescence and susceptibility to wind-biat can be caused by uncontrolled mistletodjquaarly
by large male plants. The loss of these trees willirn, lead to a shortage of harvestable mstle(Mistletoe
‘in the wild’ — in limes, poplars and willows, igl§-managing and unthreatened, but is unharvestablg

The Plan: | am looking for orchards where a sustainable @@t can be developed, with careful cropping of
the female plants, accompanied by proper prunigcantrol of the usually neglected male plants. Beial
management may be needed where existing mistle®gwth is extensive. The idea is to take a Iltarg?
view, revisiting the same orchards over severats/gaestablish exactly the right management regirhe aim
is to produce definitive management guidance fatletoe, for distribution to orchard owners acribgs3
counties and beyond, within a few years. Prelimjigaridance will be available in 2008.NB This exsecis
limited to developing and disseminating good practhistletoe harvesting, and helping increase @izduyield.
General apple husbandry is outside the scope girthject.

What's in it for your orchards? Mistletoe-filled apple orchards should regain vigthrough effective long-
term management of the mistletoe. And you will berenconfident of a modest long-term seasonal incivora
selling mistletoe.

What will happen to the cropped mistletoe?This is entirely up to local arrangements; thsiags, both
commercial and non-commercial prunings, can beodisg of /marketed either by the local orchard owoer
through TEME, my mistletoe-trading partner. TEMEe(ibury English Mistletoe Enterprise) sell Tenbury-
branded mistletoe online to customers all ovemtbdd.

Costs: At present Mistletoe Matters have no budget ongead for the project, so will need to cover casts
some way. For year 1, depending or circumstancegsiae of orchard. It may be possible to neutradizgts by
providing some cropped mistletoe to Mistletoe Matt®ossible grant-aid is being reviewed, and muag be
possible if this is secured. For orchards where EetMcome directly involved — with mistletoe beiraught by
them, Mistletoe Matters costs would be covered BIME.

Timing: Mistletoe management can occur throughout theawimionths — from October to March. Financial
returns are only realistic pre-Christmas — thougiréd is limited demand in January and Februargéaorative
use and for propagation projects.

Who are Mistletoe Matters?Mistletoe Matters is a specialist consultancy pdimg advice, talks and general
information on mistletoe. Working with several cacti action groups on orchard conservation projestsare
promoting better mistletoe management, and maxngiking-term income from mistletoe

Interested?
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Contactlonathan Briggsatjonathanbriggs@mistletoe.org.uk1453 791135 and 07789
684585 www.mistletoes-r-us.co.ulandwww.mistletoe.org.uk

Following on from this article on envisioning orchads as a commodity:

HEREFORDSHIRE ORCHARDS COMMUNITY EVALUATION PROJECT

TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE ACCOUNTING

January 2008 update

The project is now drawing to a close following tyars of information gathering, evaluation, reskand
discussion. We are now embarking on the commuwicatf the truly impressive range of findings framst
small Herefordshire project. The project set outeily understand the importance of orchards tefédedshire.
We have now preparddple bottom line impact accountsfor the six orchards in the project. The accounts
assess the environmental, social and economic impéathe orchards. Although a mere handful of nibes
three thousand orchards in the County, these shxands were selected to represent the differemistand
characteristics of orchard that can be found rereye have been able to compare the different itapc
different orchards.

Environmental

Through the help of the wonderful natural specée®rders that we have around the County, we now hav
good idea of the types of flora and fauna in thehards. There have been all manner of finds — ohdetetal of
785 different species have so far been recordaxbathe orchards, including a County-first findadftingus and
several Red list endangered species. The icing@rdke came in November when lichenologists Jokeris
and Cliff Smith discovered the Golden Eye lichealoBchistes chrysophthalmus. This exquisite spatinael
previously been thought to be extinct in Britaireda the effect of pollution, fertilisers and laxfshabitat. The
find has caused excitement in lichen circles, a&ldiso featured in local and national press inctuen
editorial in The Times and on the BBC. We have alsen helped by Cardiff University who have lookéthe
differences in populations of worms and mesofasnaa(| creatures living in the soil) and the Cen8elence
Laboratory looked at small mammal populations: dthicases, our orchards were able to contributiecio
research programmes. The combined finds are a@émaonstration of the importance of all types ahards as
habitats and of the amazing contribution of therders to the understanding of our environment.

We have also looked at the carbon emitted and ségpael by the orchards, and hence their effectdimate
change. The University of Wales, Bangor has coretlictsearch for the project into the carbon storéke
trees in each orchard and, as importantly, theoraitothe untilled soil beneath the tred& are sponsoring a
factsheet that will explain the implications ofclimate change for orchardsfor farmers nationally — the long
life of orchards makes them particularly susceptiblany change in climate. This factsheet wilphblished
nationally as part of thEarming Futures series

Social

We invited people living near to each of the ordsao explain and rate the impact of the orchaahupeir
lives, and a total of 138 people have come alorgutccommunity evenings. Each orchard had its oistindt
role for its neighbours, but the conclusion is tiaty have overwhelmingly positive impacts on Heré$hire
life — as an amenity, as a view, as a place torépee and conserve nature, and where people eaamdbrant
local economy. We also asked Rebecca Roseff toumma-depth taped interviews with people who had
interesting tales about their local orchard. Tteailts of her work are twelve excellent recordindgscl are now
stored for posterity on the oral history databaddeseford Cider Museum.

Economic

Each orchard owner opened their books for us tesashe profitability of the orchard on a consistasis and
to consider its impact upon the local economy. &fipular note was the positive effect on the la@inomy of
the relatively large labour force required for gaing plum orchard at Man of Ross where the fruist be
picked and thinned by hand. Tourists, visitors tml®ham Lake orchard, Tidnor Wood orchards treasps
and local hoteliers have all participated to depeda understanding of the impact of each orcharthen
broader economy. Most people don’'t seem to contleet@ounty for its orchards specifically, but fhetgeneral
landscape of which orchards are a part — and felinbéiced the particular orchards chosen for ounlysteven
those by the roadsides. However, in the autumn are \mvited to participate both in the Big Appldateation
in the Herefordshire parishes of the Marcle Ridge i the Flavours of Herefordshire Food Festiaal i
Hereford. Presentations about the project werdyreell attended and people seemed genuinely istedein
the approach that the project has taken and imthertance of orchards.
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There is still a little bit of work to do to compéethe overall analysis and to fully consider tbgearch findings
but together we have amassed a wealth of informatimut different types of orchard that will, | aore, prove
an invaluable basis for further consideration. @rds, in all their forms, are clearly special padich we
need to treasure. Initial estimates of tiigle bottom line impact of orchards suggests that the annual \aflue
the orchards far exceeds the profit earned bywresg in aggregate it appears that the overallevakcribed to
the six orchards in this study is some eight tifmgher than the base profit from farming — a valifeerential
which is only marginally compensated by the curigrant system.

| would like to record once again by sincere thatoksveryone who has helped to make this projscicaess;
the natural species recorders, the facilitatosaah community evening, national experts, orchaighiours,
and of course the orchard owners for providing ss@ad information. Experts at the national suatde
development charity Forum for the Future assistedtty in the development of the project's methodgl We
are also grateful to the organisations shown bétmtheir support.

This project was developed by tBalmer Foundation on behalf of théderefordshire Orchard Topic Group,

which represents a wide range of interests in odshH you are interested in finding out more about pieject

please contact me at the address beloby email adamagelimited @btinternet.com

Over the next few months we will be publicisiogr findings both locally and nationally. | woule bery happy
to hear from anyone who has aegommendations of how and where to publicise faximum effect.

Dave Marshall, Associate, The Bulmer FoundationPlough Lane, Hereford HR4 OLE
This project was part-financed by the European WilPAGGF) and DEFRA through the Herefordshire River
LEADER+ Programme. This project has been suppdijettie Sustainable Development Fund, a Defra
initiative in the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding tNeal Beauty (AONB).

PRODUCE WORLD

| would like to find out if any of your apple/pepiim growers would be interested in talking to beuwt the
opportunity for supply of regional products. Proedorld is looking to bring together a range ofioeg!
producers to offer a wide range of fruit and velgletgoroducts under one brand. Consumer intereggional
produce is growing due to personal, environmemdlsocial factors and we would like the opportubitgrow
this market by offering something slightly diffeteéa consumers. This aim of the brand is to celehttze best
of UK seasonal and regional produce, to grow titustughout the supply chain by offering integrityda
provenance. There is an opportunity for small emimm sized growers, who have excellent varietiesa
passion for produce, to supply a variety of progdudiny growers who may be interested or who wistinid out
more can contact me as per the details below.

Charlotte Falkingham, Regional Foods ManagerProduce World, Station Bridge, Yaxley
Peterborough PE73EL Direct: 01733 246638 Mobil&:637336911
Charlotte.Falkingham@produceworld.co.uk

BISLEY ORCHARDS

During the 18th and early 19th century, Bisley, ldrgest parish in Gloucestershire, had a ‘duaheny’
where the common people continued in their trad#i@gricultural labouring jobs, whilst the woolleloth
industry provided many members of the communityhwibrk.

Families in such circumstances valued very smaltgs of land, which were available under anciéat i
leaseholds through their distant landlord, likeCatiord College (a similar situation to that of thearby Vale of
Evesham and its market gardening industry). Familiom Gloucestershire parishes had become attréat
Bisley parish because of the availability of exaapdl common lands and also small plots of lands phe work
opportunities. Orchards were well suited to suohlsland holdings: adverts in the local newspayfaring
numerous tenements and small closes of pastuadsding orcharding, are evidence of their avaiigpbénd
popularity. There was something of a dark sideigiioto the situation; low wages were supplementetthé
farmers with an allowance of cider. This perk baén a customary form of ‘payment’ for centurigd®ough
he recognised that the common people had a stiakgvith the orchard, William Marshall, in his 1796
agricultural report, expressed concern about ekeesgler drinking: “the drunkenness, dissoluterefss
manners, and the dishonesty of the lower classtrmigh be referred, in whole or in great part, lte baleful
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effects of cider; which workmen of every descriptimake a merit of stealing” (1). More sensitive
Gloucestershire writers like Sir G O Paul and ReRutdge noted that the poor had nowhere to go leut th
‘beerhouse’.

By the 19th century the population had grown amuetwas a considerable degree of poverty, restittitige
authorities carrying out surveys to evaluate laoldling, with the purpose of raising money for poelief. The
very smallest pieces of land of no more than fimea recorded in one of these surveys were descaibeither
‘arable’ or ‘pasture’ land. Pasture was generadlped at twice that of arable land, and when pastas
further described as ‘orchard’ the land could reackeven higher value. Out of perhaps 80 or sdl sma
tenancies, the majority of pasture lands were dEmbas orchards. Though the type of orchard waspezified
(apart from one cherry orchard and a ‘wineyarddah be presumed that they were orchards for ajplgles and
also pear orchards for perry.

Contemporary local writers also had things to sélyus, Samuel Rudder commented (in 1779) on thé@syar
Gloucestershire cider and the vast quantities pfesgproduced, suggesting plots of pasture landesweell
under an acre, were highly desirable as cider apgleards. Thomas Rudge (1807) also commenteldeon t
longevity of fruit trees; 50-100 years in the cagapple trees, and up to 300 years for pearss wbuld avoid
the expense and disruption of constant replanéind,so was very suitable for labouring men who e
worked as weavers as well as working their biofll. The Treasury’s exploitation of such a luematiusiness
on which a cider tax was levied in 1763 in orderdplenish the coffers after the Seven Years Wan@ther
indication of the value of the industry.

Footnote:

(1) Walsh, D, Randall, A, Sheldon, R & CharlesthpA ‘The Cider Tax, Popular Symbolism and Opfiosi
in Mid-Hanoverian England’ in Randall, A & Charleskth, A (edsMarkets, Market Culture and Popular
Protest in Eighteenth Century Britain and Irelahiverpool UP (1996) p.72

© Joan Jameson, GOG member 01242 6025g@&n@jamesonl19.plus.com

Thanks to Joan for this interesting article.

We also have GOG member and archivist Christine Lgjhton’s article on the history of Ashmeads Kernel.
Contact Ann for a copy.

Interested in local history and orchards?— see MaMade Eden (Historic Orchards in Somerset &
Gloucestershire by James Russell in book section thfis newsletter)

Also:

SYMONDSBURY APPLE PROJECT, DORSET

SAP, with Leader + funding (Chalk & Cheese), hasdpced an excelletwoklet, entitled ‘Dorset Orchards —
Research, Restore, Replafitwhich is available fo£3 (inc p&p) from the address below. Make cheques
payable to Treewise Cooperativel.td .”

Thebooklet would prove useful, not only to other orchrd groups elsewhere in the UK, but also to any
individual seeking advice about researching orchardhistory (archive research, mapping — tithe & OS

maps - oral history...). There is also advice on planning a new orchardhtiplg & tree care, pests & predators,
beneficial insects, diseases, companion planting)ipg, restoration of an old orchard and usefultacts.

The group also has experience in setting upanfriendly Heritage Orchard Centre with community
orchard, as well as links witlschools community juicing (Fruit Swap schemg andorchard management

Kim & David Squirrell www.appleproject.org.uk

Treewise Co-operative Ltd, The Office, The Old Foffice, Symondsbury, Dorset
DT6 6EZ Email: info@appleproject.org.uk

Tel: 01308 427449

SCHOOLS ORCHARD PACK

“Bud to Beaker' by Project OfficerPippa Palmar of the Mid Kent Downs Orchard Project (AONB) has
both teachers’ notes and worksheets for pupilsO3B3517Qippa.palmar@kentdowns.org.uk

Pippa has worked extensively with local communwitghards, including cherry orchards. A cherry dest is
being purchased to allow sustainable use of chjaitg. A “Breakfast in the Orchard” event was also a great
success!
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE APRICOT

Nick Dunn of Frank Matthews Ltd, Tenbury Wells ciomfed they used to distribute the variétgbella, the
Gloucestershire Apricot, which they originally received from Highfield Nagries, Whitminster. This they
understood was a Gloucestershire variety, but d&mmwy where the original tree grows/grew. Apricate
relatively short lived so the original may not haevived. Their stock tree began to develop safresvirus,
so they disposed of it and all their stock to awpdeading it. Nick recommends everyone who hdsatrella
(as | have) should watch the leaves for mottling seriously consider throwing their trees if anpegrs. | will
keep a close eye on mine, but if no virus signeappve still have our Gloucestershire variety betier or
worse than other varieties available so far ad\iek(Dunn) is concerned, but obviously of interestis.

| read somewhere (a book written by an Edwardiadtgardener of a Cotswold estate) that the eskabécil
apricots throughout the village and he was respdam&or looking after them - the village was themaown for
its apricots. Since | read it about 30 years agmory might be confused, but has anyone else cenossthis
story? Nick said that it was unlikely that tredédhis age would have survived, but he is veryrieséed to hear
if anyone can recall which village. It might nate@ be Glos Cotswolds, Anyho region comes to mind
Incidentally 1 also have an example of tlalvern apricot so | will compare them.

Jim Chapman jim.chapman@care4free.ng&OG committee)

FINGERPRINTING” NATIONAL FRUIT COLLECTIONS

The genetic analysis of the Brogdale fruit collenti by East Malling Research (EMR) is continuingh2300
apples and 250 pears now under scrutiny. DNA nmarfricrosatellites) are identified and will progid
individual profiles for each tree; comparison obfiles should reveal duplicates, incorrect idensfions and the
correct names of doubtfuls and unknowns. EMR lzdresady profiled the 200 cherries in the collectom
found a number of duplicates; over half of the pé&rs have also been done and four previously uatham
accessions have been successfully identifiet/éamont Beauty, Southworth, Jean de Wittle, anckitig)
while a pear thought to bchanis in factAutumn Bergamot

The reference microsatellite markers have beenoapgrinternationally, so that collections in ditfat
countries will be directly comparable.

Fruit Grower , June 07 & The Garden, July 07 & thanks toNtleethern Fruit Group for this article .

(More on the important issue of DNA analysis in adture GOG newsletter.)

APPLE IDENTIFICATION COURSE IN 2008, ORGANIZED BY SIMON CLARK (OF
THE NORTHERN FRUIT GROUP AND NAT ORCHARD FORUM) 1-3 July 2008 (see early on in this
newsletter for latest information on booking)

Introduction

Currently, apple identification depends to a laggtent on all too few people who have the necessklig.
These experts are grossly overworked during thenamtand winter, which often means long delays in
determinations and a high error rate. The situadamlikely to improve as the burgeoning inteiiedruit
growing and in the investigation of old orchardd imevitably make increasing demands on identifid@rhe
problem is confounded by the fact that most oftmest identifiers are elderly.

Apple varieties are hugely variable, which makesidication error prone. By tradition, identifiehgave
adopted an empirical approach, relying largelydemtification from memory. Although an inherentiysound
method, it works for those who have been able émdpa life-time getting to know the many hundrefls o
varieties present in this country. It is howevéarafrom satisfactory path to take for a newconeeapple
identification!

Ironically, compared with domesticated apples amarg, wild plant species have been far better denvierms
of sound methods of identification; tried and tdsteer a century or more. Reliable keys are avig|diacked
up by accurate and comprehensive description®iadlwith ultimately reference to “type specimeins”
reference collections.

By contrast, the identification “route” with appléand pears) has been a very different one. Thgarty

because the excessive variability of apple fruitdkes defining characters extremely difficult. Mere it has
been because the identification of wild speciestardnomy generally, has been a botanical actiwity
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universities whilst the identification of fruit vaties has been the province primarily of gardeaecs
horticulturists rather than taxonomically orienthtetanists.

Thus the preferred method with apples and peaesrieéavily on recall from memory rather than tee af
keys. It is therefore not surprising, given theiadaility in apples and because of this the impérfeture of the
available confirmatory information, that except fexperts” identification is thought to be a daugtiexercise
best left well alone!

Despite the difficulties involved in identificatipfor reasons of decreasing numbers of expertsrameasing
demands on their services, Northern Fruit Groupdiekto initiate an identification course in 2006igh was
repeated in 2007. We are pleased that severaéqfdtticipants gained confidence and expertisenathdow
go on to become effective “experts” as they devéthair skills in future years. Without the groungliim the
basic skills of identification provided by this asa, they would have lacked the confidence to mdderther.

The course is unashamedly botanical rather thaichtiural in its approach, with the emphasis otognising
characters and the use of keys rather than on nigmpfeatures. Obviously as exposure to applesases,
inevitably and beneficially one’s “memory bank” arges and the “memory bank” and “keying out” apphes
compliment each other.

In this course wérst introduce and describe the characters usefubtifamtification, and how to cope with the
problem of variability.

Secondly once the participants are familiar with the paftaracters helpful for identification, we introduc
actual methods/techniques for identification.

The course is timed so that the introductory sessiake place well before the onset of the UK appleson and
you “cut your teeth” on relatively uniform and fdiar “supermarket” varieties, so that you are na¢rsvhelmed
at the start of your involvement with identificatiavith a deluge of unfamiliar native varieties, maften than
not in far from typical states.

The information available for identifiers to comfira determination is as follows.

Reference collections

These have to be reassembled each year. Alttextgdmely helpful, they can be misleading because
of the often wide variation within varieties. Thirese collections not surprisingly, rarely havetthenty-five
(Mike Porter) or “half a bucket” (Jim Arbury) salepsize needed per variety for reliable comparigorise
made between unknowns and varieties in the callecti

Manuals or Pomonas

Some of these lack the uniformity of detail argbrir of description characteristic of botanicaldie.
e.g. the same character is not always describeallfearieties. However, detailed uniform descops such as
those of Hogg or Rosanne Sanders are central idehéfication process.

Collections of paintings and/or photographs

18th and 19th C paintings are often extremelyfoéfs confirmatory evidence, as the artists were
usually well aware of the salient features of thit feing portrayed. These paintings with a feweptions,
such as those in Rosanne Sander’s “The EnglisheAgpid the “Herefordshire Pomona”, are scatténealigh
mainly French, Belgium and German manuals and pashohin attempt to assemble a set of these paintings
book form for identification, relevant to the UKa$inot as yet been successful.

The National Fruit Collection Brogdale has prodiiedarge set of photographs but for the most part
the images do not contain sufficient detail to padevdefinitive confirmations. This is unfortunatedause
photographs, when they do incorporate details @&tlient features are extremely helpful and cdarge

measure substitute for the ephemeral annual tiolfecof “live” specimens.

The photographs in Bultitude’s “Apples” are alsdyoof limited use as they contain little detail of
diagnostic features and the specimens are mosyiyieally highly coloured.

A photographic record with N.B. adequate detaihef salient features would enormously help
identifiers.Photographers come forward please to become invol¢én a thoroughly worthwhile project!

Summarised “grouped” information
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In both Bunyard’s “A Handbook of Hardy Fruits Moa@®mmonly Grown in Great Britain” and
Bultitude’s “Apples” summary tables are providduattgroup the varieties according to their chanstics.
This greatly aids “tracking down” a variety but the&me information can be more effectively deployed
concerning “user friendliness” and reduced erate if arranged in key form.

Keys

Successive elimination of varieties not having ¢haracteristics of the unknown (see below).
The most comprehensive key ever developed for applthat in Hogg's “The  Fruit Manual” This is nokey
for “everyday” use for although extremely detaileti comprehensive it is not especially friendlgl &a
length means that mistakes are often made in thesemf a search. Not surprisingly, it has beetile lused.

The structure of the course

In this course, we introduce and investigate foathuds of identification.

In theory these are distinct but in practise id@rs may settle for a combination of parts of mitv@n one
approach. The important thing is to settle for ahoé that for you minimises error.

The methods outlined:

1. Empirical

This is the most widely use method for reasonsadyagiven.

It relies perhaps too much on a personal “memonkbaf images developed over the years. A weakness,
especially when tired at the end of a heavy dagtifiéng, is a reluctance to accept that an unknoway not
“fit” any of the varieties known from memory andattit may not have been encountered before henagsign
it incorrectly to a “known” variety regardless tietimperfect match of characters.

2. Using keys

This is a less subjective approach than the engpioice. Successful use depends importantly amantigst
things on first, that the key contains realistisa@tions of the diagnostic characters used thevmpass as far
as possible the variation within varieties. Secgndh the user correctly interpreting the charadescriptions.

Manual
a . Indented keys
e.g. the Bunyard-Bultitude key

b. “Filtration” keys
e.g. The Marlaud key. The preferred manual key

Computerised
“Filtration” keys
e.g. “APPLEKEY”
This key is extremely comprehensive. It héacdity for
comparing similar varieties which is very Halplt is also
easy to rectify errors during a search. How@rit is
slow to operate and is not suitable for usann
“Appleday” situation when rapid determinaticare
needed. For that purpose, the Marlaud key (seeq) is
more suitable.

The possibility of an ID course in 2008

Given the shortage of identifiers and with the eigrece of our NFG ID course over the last two yeaes hope
if there is sufficient demand, to run within thentext of the available information and methodsioatl above,
an identification course in 2008.

Having outlined what is involved in identificatiothis note is to find out what the demand is foapple
identification course. If we have sufficient “takéwe will send out details of the course as toteat, timing,
location etc. We would appreciate prompt repliesrasvould prefer to start such a course in latengpor early
summer. Timing and location are at present flexdrid would be arranged to accommodate particigentar
as is practicable. In 2006 and 2007 we had folirdag sessions on the basics of identification, on
characteristics and the use of keys etc. follobsedeveral sessions throughout the apple seasitratsthe
participants could gain experience and confidenagplying what they had learnt in “real” situaiso It is not
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practicable to talk about cost at this stage. Waglrie know the extent of interest and related i®where the
course or courses would be held.

Please reply t&imon Clark, email: simonclark49@gmail.com
or Tel: 0113 2663235 or by post to 49 Gledhow Wood Avieeeds, LS8 1NX

A PROPOSED REGISTER FOR “LOCAL” VARIETIES OF APPLE (AND
PEAR?)

Introduction

Below the “canopy” of well known varieties widelysttibuted throughout the country and reasonably we
documented in the literature, there is a descentigrgrchy of regional and local varieties (seeeikample
“Gazetteer of Local Varieties” Common Ground OrchAdvice No.3 and latest Apple Source book) These
local varieties can be as distinctive and usefuhasvell known ones but by chance, or for othasoms such as
not having appeal outside their “home territorydyh not become widely known. However, they arenofte
peculiarly suited to local conditions and have sugd in cultivation because of this. These vargtheen, often
with distinctive names, uses and histories are@rgoitant component of the rural “scene” at the lltezel.

The number of these distinctive local varietieassyet unknown and depends obviously on how tadefi
“local” in this context. Several fruit and orchagtbups are finding distinct varieties in small areay.
parishes/valleys. Thus the Marcher Apple NetworlA{fJ have found several such varieties in mid Wales
Charles Martell (Gloucestershire Orchard Group, G@ikewise in Gloucestershire and Hilary Wilson has
found varieties confined to individual valleys hetLake District. Doubtless there are many moré $ocal
regional varieties in existence throughout the tigun

Although these varieties may be propagated forl losa, few have been formally described and recbmal¢he
literature and so they are in danger of beingdsshtwareness depends on a verbal rather thantanaradition.
The danger is acute because of orchard grubbingp@caluse the varieties currently grown by bothgssibnals
and amateurs, are few in number and usually “mddeameties.

Alison Lean late of NFC Brogdale, tells us thatréhis NO mechanism for recording/describing/nangipgle
varieties, apart from the breeders’ rights procedar commercially produced and marketed cultivatgs
procedure is not relevant to the needs of recordowl” varieties, being too expensive and timaseming.

We would like to have a scheme in place before20@8 apple season is upon us.
Assuming a positive response, the following areeaoifrthe points we have to consider:

1. A journal/organisation to be the recipient of the @scriptions; to be the repository for the informaton
“for posterity”.

NFC Brogdale is an obvious candidate but becaligs present difficulties, it would be inappropea
to saddle NFC at this time with considerable extoak.

HDRA is another obvious candidate with its expeeeeof handling information about “heritage”
varieties of vegetables.

The RHS is another relevant organisation bumight be reluctant to undertake a new commitment.

2. Designa scheme that is simple to use and yet comprehersignough to be of value for describing the
varieties effectively.

Present the scheme in leaflet form for wide disition
What information should be included?
3. Publicise the scheme.

Provisional info to record:
What criteria NB not only strictigxonomic/morphological ones should we use?
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Consult others as to criteria to use:
Alison Lean
Hilary Wilson
Anne Lee
Jim Arbury
Joan Morgan
MAN, EEAOP, GOG and other orchard groups
Martin Crawford (Agroforestry Research Trust)

We envisage a small “recording ” leaflet/form/braohin which varieties are described. This leafteduld be
attractively designed and easy to use/be very rfussdr friendly” along the lines of the successfdm leaflets
for their Bluebell and Geranium surveys. Do weaédesign expert in to help with the format?

To repeat, we have to steer a middle course betaempting too detailed descriptions that migigthten
people off and too slight ones that don't give egioinformation to be able to distinguish betweerietees.

PROGRESS SO FAR(spring 2008)

A few weeks ago | sent potentially “interested jg&ita note outlining the value of and need forthsacegister.
Without exception, the response was positive apgaive. i.e. the need was there; how then tisfyat?

In my note | identified three main aspects of thgjgct (Jim Arbury importantly, suggested a fount)ich we
have had preliminary discussions about. Namely:

A repository for the information

Jim Arbury (RHS) has suggested a cooperative vertomprising the Royal Horticultural Society and th
University of Reading.

This seems ideal as both organizations are satisfigoongoing for the purpose!

Ros Taylor, a fruit group member with the releveminputing experience, is keen to help in accestiaglata
into the register.

Criteria for inclusion

Very important but could be "fraught”!

Jim Arbury thinks that the selection of varieties the register could be

“tricky” with the risk of offending people whoseasety has not been selected! For advice on tlkigs h
contacting organizations on the continent who haexeloped schemes for recording local varietiesheave
successfully coped with the problem of selectiothaut causing offence

A schedule for describing the selected varieties
Mike Porter of “MAN” has made some helpful suggess as to what to include.

Publicity for the scheme
Anita Burrough of “The People’s Trust for Endangk&pecies” is keen to use her “designing” expettdeelp
design the necessary publicity material and the&brof the recording schedule.

To take the scheme forward and make it effectiva eegyister for local varieties,
we are in the process of setting up a small stgeyioup which with help from others with appropeiaixpertise
outside the group, will develop the various stemyes finalise the structure of the scheme.

Once this is done, we will disseminate the schedideinclusion and description so that hopefull, can start
to record varieties in the register later this year

Feel free to reply to Simon Clark, email;_simonclak49@gmail.com
or Tel: 0113 2663235 or by post to 49 Gledhow Wood Avieeeds, LS8 1NX
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NEW GOG PASTEURIZER FOR HIRE

Our chairman has just ordered and received thesmeall stainless steel GOG pasteurizer for rent@G
members only. £20 for hire. Dave will need totigmugh the procedure with you. Please contacelRfnectly
on 01452 813602 if interested in booking. Seeéige Ltd website for photograplwww.vigoltd.com

Dave can also sell you a limited number of bottied lids.

LOOKING FOR LAND?

GOG member Mark Croose has had some hands-on erpenwith purchasing small pockets of land and can
chat informally with anyone who wants to know soofi¢he pitfalls (and joys!). 01452 548369. Land
sometimes becomes available in the Daily Pressatur@ays. British Waterways have been selling bpietes
(not necessarily orchards) through auction fronettmtime.

Gloucestershire County Council is also sellingroffch of its rural estates (not orchards).

THE NATIONAL VINE COLLECTION

Open weekend, courtesy of Brian and Annie EdwaBds6 and Sun 7 September 2008om 10am-5pm.
Journey’s End, King St,. Eywas Harold, Herefordsfiel 01981 240 256. Website
www.vinenursery.netfirms.corfor more informationincludes young orchard with plums, pears, cherries

plus a hundred varieties of apple (including serios Herefordshire collection).No spray vineyard is
progressing well. Heritage tomatoes and unusualtpes. Refreshments. All welcome, free of chéog¢ional
donations to local church). Plenty of parking.

While not a GOG event, Brian and Annie are GOG memsland extend a warm welcome to us each year. Many
thanks to them both.

CONFERENCE ON: ORCHARDS AND GROVES: THEIR HISTORY, ECOLOGY,

CULTURE AND ARCHAEOLOGY.

Mon 8th - Wed 10th Sept 200&t Sheffield Hallam University.

This is a relatively poorly-documented area, andc®fundamental to the conservation of these @oni
landscape features will be addressed. Includddwithe lessons of history and landscape charigeitoral
change and abandonment. The conference will eniational and cover issues from archaeology toemmsd
day emergence of organic products, of added vaha of the tourism plate. Papers on tree manageanenon
nature conservation matters, as well as on commimiblvement and education issues are welcome/néte
speakers includ8ue Clifford (Common Ground) and Professor Mauro Agnoletti (University of Floce).
They are still seeking partners, speakers and spgngor more information contact Christine Hagdigo
Hallam Environmental Consultants Ltd, Tel: 0114-2727

Email: info@hallamec.plus.comwww.ukeconet.co.uk

SHARPHAM PARK

This is a 300-acre park near Glastonbury in Somendeéch dates back to the Bronze Adg&alnuts have been
part of the Park’s economy for at least 500 yeanigjnally planted by the Abbots of Glastonburyodiy there
are still a few trees that are 50-100 years olde FPark has begun a replanting programme with 2@ ton the
site of the original orchards.

PEAR RIPENING RECORDING FOR HARVESTING PEARS

Nsure is a Dutch company that has developed an innoxvatiethod to determine the optimal harvest moment of
pears. The market introduction of this test in200the Netherlands has been very successfu2008 tests for
applesand several other products will become availafileey are interested in optimising their product fo
European customers and welcome orchard ownere etintiplete a short questionnaire.

www.nsure.euor contact Janwalter van Vloten for more inflanwalter.vanvloten@nsure.nl

COMMUNITY ORCHARDS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE _ (including South
Gloucestershire)

If you would like publicity in the GOG newsletters,fliers or on our website, please
contact Ann. Plenty of notice is required as we cet notify members in between our 4
annual postal mailings.
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THINGWALL PARK ORGANIC ORCHARD, BRISTOL

We are expanding and have just taken on a secqahiad plot. We will be planting more local varies of
fruit trees this winter. We are always looking faw members particularly as there is a lot of worke done.
Members can work on the site at other times bubawe the following organised working sessions:

Sat June 7th 2-4 pmandSun July 13th 11 am-1.00pm

Apple Day is on Sun 19th Oct 2-4 pm Ottiates tba

Charles Faringharlesfarina@blueyonder.co.ukl17 9655553 and Irene Blesgitessitt@hotmail.com0117
9658429

We hope to cover Thingwall Park Organic Orcharchore detail in the autumn GOG newsletter.

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT

The PGP works within St Briavels, Hewelsfield andé&kweir to help owners of small fields to maintain
flower-rich grassland. You can see the range oftwgado on our website www.parishgrasslandsprajsgiuk
A few years ago we had James Marsden from the E#ispple group to speak in the hope that this would
generate more interest in using the small fieldgrekards, and in restoring the remnants of the-eansnerous
small orchards that formerly characterised thespas. The outcome was limited, but a few people hav
restored; Keith Orchard is now producing cider Iycthough we dont claim this as a direct consexpaeof our
meeting!); some interest has been generated itirmyesa 'parish orchard'.

We thought it was timely to have another push,rsdwesday 26 February 2008 we are arranging a ngeati
the Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir, at which we hopétve perhaps three local speakers talking about tiveg
have done/hope to do, and an outside contributbritg in more knowledge and enthusiasm. We cam als

publicise the Gloucestershire Orchard Group wepwitéch looks excellent in general, but perhapsapetcific
to our soil and climate. If the meeting generatesugh interest, | think we should affiliate withurogroup.

So, my immediate need is for someone to speakéidraps 20 minutes and field some questions. Theredf
enough interest is generated, we would be a laaher in your aims, though our principal targebisnaintain
the flower-rich grasslands here.

George PeterkenParish Grasslands Project, c/o Beechwood Houdgri&tels Common
GL15 6SL  www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk

On another matter, you asked me to mention thateixevolume in the New Naturalist series (Harpdlifs),
number 105, will be mine on The Wye Valley. Due foiblication on 4 February 2008, it will run to aibd70
pages. Not much about orchards, but a lot aboutigtitery, natural history and conservation of tedscape in
and around the Lower Wye.

MEMORIAL WOODLANDS, BRISTOL & FOREST STYRE APPLE SE ARCH

To celebrate Apple Day in 2007, Memorial Woodlarttis,woodland cemetery situated near Thornbunst@ii
planted an orchard of indigenous apple tree vaseti their grounds, including the Arlingham Sclhoy, the
Berkeley Pippin, Ashmead’s Kernel and the GlouaeRteyal. Local school children from St Helen's CE
Primary school in Alveston helped to plant and Réditkins from Lodge Farm Trees kindly agreed to talkhe
children about the different apple varieties anchdestrate tree grafting. Memorial Woodlands ase al
launching the “search for the lost apple”. Withpgh&bm the Gloucestershire Orchard Group and advira
regional experts, we have identified the ForesteSgtherwise known as the Forest Stirom) varistamapple
worth searching for. The last known Forest Styee tvas cut down in the Vale of Berkeley in 1968,dne
may well still exist in somebody's back garden¢sigraftwood was being sourced from that areagri880s.
Experts tell us that the Forest Styre is easilytified at any time of the year by its enormoug sizhe butts of
the last known trees are reported to be 4 feeigiméter, so any apple tree with a butt of 3 feetiameter is
worth considering. The fruit itself is pale wittsbght blush, a sunken eye and a short stalk cgusio sit close
to the branches. Please let us know if you havefantiyer information about the Forest Styre or balieve you
may know of one in existence!

Natalie Wignall 01452 886 390natalie@cha-pr.co.uk www.memorialwoodlands.com
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STREET TREES RECEIVE BETTER PROTECTION

A new system has recently bedevised by local authority tree officers It takes into accoursize, health
historical significanceand thenumber of people living near by to enjoy it This valuation system, known as
thecapital asset value for amenity trees (Cavatjsto be adopted by every local authority in the couny to
prevent the massacre of trees blamed for subsidermeldings. In future, the high value of treedl demand
extra engineering work by insurerspmve a link between a tree and subsidenc®ther common causes for
subsidence are broken drains and dry weather.

Andy Tipping, chairman of the London Tree Officefssociation , said that too often insurance corgsgn
facing a claim for subsidence were demanding tleastbe destroyed. Councils were also too willingave in
to insurers’ demands. In London alone the valueess is estimated at £6.4 billion under the nestesy.
Besides planes the most valuable trees are oalse bbestnuts and beeches. There are many vahsitde
scattered throughout Central London. An oak in Bgaitte, North London, has been valued at £267,08@Gan
plane in Epping High Street £200,000. Most stressg are worth between £8,000 and £12,000. Inakefiye
years London councils have chopped down alf0d00 street treesincluding some more thal®d0 years old
Some were just old or dying but 40 per cent weneone=d because of insurance claims. A report coniomed
by the London Assembly challenged this figure aaid hat only 1 per cent of tree removals wereifjast

Taken from The Times Tues 22 April 2008
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environmentitde3792556.ece
Source: Civic Trees/Department for Communities laochl Government

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 1000

$%

NEIGHBOURING ORCHARD GROUPS:

MARCHER APPLE NETWORK (one of the neighbouring orchard groups to GOGhave had a
preliminary celebration of the acquisition of atpdd land on which to establish an orchard, nanhed®aramor
Orchard

For coming events within the Marcher Counties idelg apple day check the website

www.marcherapple.net

Thanks to Sheila Leitch (Network Co-ordinat®ye View, Glasbury-on-Wye, Powys, via Hereford, HR3
5NU. Tel: 01497 847354

WORCESTERSHIRE GROUPS AND LINKS

Worcester Orchard Workers Wade Muggleton01905 766491 or
wmuggleton@worcestershire.gov.uk

OTHER WORCESTERSHIRE ORCHARD LINKS
Pershore College, Walcot Organic Nursery (Persh&@nerton Conservation Trust, Vale Landscape Eigeit
Trust and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust — TiddesWgod Orchard (nature reserve).
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NEW GROUPS

COLWALL, HEREFORDSHIRE

Helen Stace, who works for Natural England, isisgttip a small orchard group at Colwall, just wefsthe
Malvern Hills, near the parish boundary with Woteeshire. Helen has brought the parish councha@ard and
is making contact with the Marcher Apple Network.

Helen Stace01684 540569 helen.stace@naturalengland.org.uk

MID-SHIRES ORCHARD GROUP
coversNorthamptonshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire andWarwickshire, the four

counties in the centre of the country.

Congratulations to Marcus Roberts and Andy Howart (of our GOG members), for setting up a new attha
group to promote, conserve and celebrate heritaiteaihd orchards, as well as to encourage honike fru
growing. The orchard group has created an exciargnership with th&lational Trust, at Stowe Landscape
Gardens, Buckingham, BucksHere the new orchard group will have its base ands home orchard The
group is also hoping to work with the National TrasCannon’s Ashby, Northamptonshire which has a fine
collection of early 18th century varieties of apgpéand pears and a documented history of growirigdaing
back to the original Priory on the site. Somehef tare heritage varieties of apples, from theorggare going to
be available to buy from late November and earlgdPaber, at Stowe Landscape GardensBarekingham
Nurseries

Marcus Roberts 01865 377946 mandm.roberts@ukgateway.net

Andy Howard 01295 810 51§ohoward@metronet.co.uk

NB there argerry pears in Northamptonshire, although the 3 counties (Géstershire,
Herefordshire and Worcestershire) form the headtlan

There are obviously other links for these couniieduding the South Warwickshire Orchard Group (S®),
Waterperry Gardens, Oxon (which has over 15 hezitgaple varieties, sells its own apple juice anddlzates
Apple Day), Dr. Barrie Juniper, Oxon (well-respetexpert on the origin of the domestic apple ameofruit),
Buckingham Nurseries Apple Day, Bernwode Plantad@ershall, Bucks)Sulgrave Manor (Banbury, Oxon),
Wilson's Orchard, Abington Vale, Northampton. Thieere is the Aylesbury Prune and Warwickshire
Drooper...! Also see Common Ground’s websites fbeotocal links and events. There are also comtpuni
orchards in Harwell and Oxford, to name a few.

Northhants orchard contact: Peter Nalder 01604 63@nd Susan Walmsley 01933 275257
scesusan@fsmail.net

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE ORCHARD GROUP (SWOG)

This groupincludesan area a few miles south of Stratford on Avon Whi@s, at one time, part of
Worcestershire.

David Botterill on 01608 682644 or e-maihvidbotterilll@btinternet.com

BOOKS

Man-made Eden: Historic Orchards of Somerset and ®ucestershireby James Russell (Oct 2007)
ISBN 978-1-904537-75-5, 160pp, with extensive coifustrations. Softback £15, Publisher: RedeliPress
Ltd.
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“The West Country is famed for its orchards, buahne they here? As the campaign to save andre¢éeb
English orchards gathers momentum, this book egplthreir fascinating and — until now — neglectestany.
Why is Glastonbury known as Avalon, the Isle of lgg? What made Redstreak Cyder the most populak dri
of the seventeenth century? Who was Dr Ashmeatlyatdr of the connoisseur’s favourite apple, Ashutie
Kernel? How did a Somerset vicar come to make dimeQueen Victoria? This rich, wide-ranging boakés a
long historic look at changing fashions and fortireasking why thirteenth-century monks and Edveardi
landowners planted orchards, and why post-war gorents paid farmers to destroy them. The autharesrg
that Apple Day (October 21) should be made ouionatiautumn holiday. He examines the role of Commo
Ground, the National Trust and other organisationmeserving and restoring orchards, and askst edrawe
do to make our orchards as profitable as they wecenturies past? James Russell has written éobtily
Telegraph, the Guardian, Countryman Magazine, BBZory Magazine, British Heritage, Somerset Lifeg t
Bristol and Bath Magazines, Venue and many othbligations.”

Author interviews: James Russell 0117 966207%@rassell2@hotmail.com

Footnote IncludesDays Cottage (Dave and Helen) and on the book’s cavphotograph!

We may be able to get a discount on the above botkve buy in sets of 3. Please contact
Helen Brent-Smith 01452 813602 if interested.

Community Orchard Handbook by Common Ground (due out 21May 2008 £10 each (& £2 p&p). A5
spiral bound, 226 pages, 90 colour photos. OrdEne@www.commonground.org.ugpaypal) or send a cheque
anytime from now onwards to Common Ground, Gold Hduse, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset S/ 8J
+44(0)1747 850820 (GOG has ordered 3 copieholitbrary). This promises to be a highly inforimatbook
for the many community orchards in GloucestershiCemmon Ground also publish a large range ofdémfin
orchards, including one on community orchards. eK@tFarrell is the orchard contact there.

Reminder:

The Apple Source Bool(2007)by Sue Clifford & Angela King. £16.99This book celebrates
Common Ground “coming of age” — eighteen yearsesiquple Day and the concept @ommunity
orchards was invented by them. Sue gave an inspiratitafialat Cheltenham’s Literary Festival and
launched the book. She praised heritage orchaupgrall over the UK who share the vision. Many
recipes are included by well-known chefs. A gesatof county by county varieties is listed, plus
many nurseries and other useful contagiaw.commonground.org.ulandwww.england-in-

particular.info
Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, f&sbury, Dorset SP7 8JE +44(0)1747 850820

Apples Identification (2007) by Simon Clark & Quenin Cleal

Pears Identification (2007) by Simon Clarkof the Northern Fruit Group/NOF &uentin Cleal

(NOF)
Both booklets (£6) can be purchased from Simonldr8®66 3235
use the method developed RgneMarlaud, a French pomologist in 2005 The Pear Key requires the
Marlaud book, whereas the Apple Key stands alofeu can also purchase the Marlaud book (not
English!) via Simon. Methode de Determination des Varietes de Poires (8ete Pomologique du
Berry)”
You can translate into any language to a basidatanusing the Babel Fish website.
http://babelfish.altavista.com/

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE FOR MANAGING ORCHARDS
The Good Practice Guide for Managing Orchard Ptej&erotecting our Orchards Heritage" is now cortgale
and printed. It is available to download as afpatih Sustain's website http://www.sustainweb.orblmations/

Ida is grateful to the input of many individuals, achard groups and other organizations.
We have 2 copies in our library and is well worth dook, teeming with practical advice
for all interested in heritage varieties, communityorchards, wildlife and putting fruit to
good use. Not just about apples, but pears/perry jpes, plums, damsons and
importantly, nuts.
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Sustain: the alliance for better food and farming
94 White Lion Street, London N1 9PF Tel: 02078228 Fax: 020 7837 1141
Email: ida@sustainweb.orgVeb:www.sustainweb.org

CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL GUIDE

Chichester District Council Guide fetting up and Managing a Community Orchard

Available to download as a PDF from their websitevw.chichester.gov.uk Follow the links within
Environment & Planning: Biodiversity.

GOG LIBRARY

The libraryl/literature is growing considerably.idtwell worth a look! Unfortunately, Ann is unalto attend all
the pruning, grafting and budding workshops, schewe decided to bring the library to the followiengents
only:

AGM (February), Plum Day (August), GOG Social/Jogc(September) and Fruit Identification Workshop at
Pershore College (November).

In addition, if members would like to view books gblease make individual arrangements to visit Ann
Churchdown (see page 1 of this newsletter for acirutatails).

Recent Acquisitions:

NATIVE PLUMS (PRUNUS) OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE by CHARLES MARTELL (2007)
This is also available on the GOG website undemBland you can print this off from the website.aiiks to
Charles for recently supplying his beautiful docateith colour photographs of his GloucestershiteP
Collection (16 cultivars), kept at Hunts Court, Dyck. We shall gradually make these varieties allléo you
through Lodge Farm Trees (GOG committee member\Ratkinswww.lodgefarmtrees.co.ukDave Kaspar,
Alan Watson and other sources).

Footnote: Perry Pears

Vigo Ltd (Devon) are selling the Perry Pears bdblickwill & Pollard/Long Ashton), price
£25.00 + delivery £2.50

sales@vigoltd.coniTel: 01404 890262 Fax: 01404 890263

Jim Chapman, Hartpury Trust/Gloucestershire Orcknalip intends publishing an updatestry pear field
guide in collaboration with other experts, including elirrent known varieties (approx. 100) rather than
reprinting the 1960s Long Ashton book (which comseabout 50). Jim has Heritage Lottery fundindddhis,
so watch this space!

FRUIT-RELATED LITERATURE
Want to keep abreast of fruit-related literatuanirthe journals? Then look at the National Orchaodim
websitewww.nat-orchard-forum.org.ukrom The Literature” for the latest topics.

Useful guides on fruit identification — (thanks to the East of England Apples & Orchards
Project & Nat Orchard Forum for extras). You may need to look in second hand bookshops
for some of these, or see www.abebooks.co.uk

The National Apple Register of the United Kingdor871 By Muriel Smith
A facsimile edition published by Langford PresstelP@orough, 2002 Hardback, 652 pages Dimensions:
(210mm x 305mm) 8%ains x 12ins ISBN: 1-897604-28-fmited edition of 600 copies. Publishmite:
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£60.00 Brief descriptions, historical notes andosyms of the thousands of varieties recorded intKeover
the centuries, including many ‘lost’ varieties. ntains many useful text references. No illustration

The English AppleBy Rosanne Sanders

Published by Phaidon Press, Oxford, 1988 Hardhtk pages, 120 pages of colour illustrations féagut22
apple varieties, plus black and white illustratioDsmensions: (245mm x 290mm) 9_ins x 11%ins NSB-
7148-2498-4 OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £3pl08). A classic book, with life-sized high-quslit
illustrations and with very detailed accompanyimgctiptive notes on appearance, flavour and histmgludes
chapters on apple classification and growing apples

The Fruit Manual, 1884By Robert Hogg

A facsimile edition published by Langford Presstetlgorough, 2005 Hardback, 800 pages, with blackvelmite
illustrations Dimensions: (157mm x 228mm) 6insins9 ISBN: 1-904078-03-6 Limited edition of 1000
copies. Published price: £40.00 Encompaates the named fruits popular at the time, withtdries,
descriptions of their key features, synonyms andg#ouseful illustrated fruit classification system

Apples: A Field GuideBy Michael Clark

Published by Whittet Books, Stowmarket, in assomfatvith the Brogdale Horticultural Trust, 2003.
Hardback, 176 pages, 130 apple varieties showplaarcphotos, plus black and white illustrations
Dimensions: (177mm x 252mm) 7ins x 10ins ISBN87B580-57-6. Published price: £19.99

The most up-to-date guide to identification, in¢hglseveral ‘modern’ varieties. The apples aredish the
now standard classification groups with detailestdrical descriptions and notes to aid their idaatiion.

A Somerset PomonBy Liz Copaz

Published by Dovecote Press, Wimborne, 2001

Softback, 80 pages, 91 colour photographs showsngp®le varieties with accompanying black and white
illustrations, 11 additional black and white phatgghs Dimensions: (265mm x 242mm) 10%zins x 9%2ins
ISBN: 1-874336-87-3. Published price £13.95

Celebrates the changing fortunes of cider-makingdmerset and describes in great detail the vadppke
varieties grown in the county over the centurieghWiull identification notes.

The Herefordshire Pomona of 1885

By The Woolhope Naturalists Field Club

Published by Marcher Apple Network, 2005

CD format, 77 colour plates showing 432 varieties of frajpifles, pears, perry pears and cider apples) with
accompanying detailed descriptions and black aritevilfustrations. Cross referenced and fully ineéx

Order from:www.marcherapple.net ISBN: none. Published price £16.00 inc. p&p

Digital technology has helped to make this rare iamubrtant historical book of apple and pears rgadi
available and affordable. Original copies are oftdned at more than £5000.

Vintage Fruit - Cider Apples & Perry Pears

Published by Marcher Apple Network, 2007

CD format, 30 colour plates from thenight's Pomong1811), 35 colour plates froBulmers Pomoné1987)
and 12 colour plates from thiéerefordshire Pomonfl885). Cross referenced with each other and aidoTe
Apple and Pear as Vintage Fru{ts886),Perry PearsandCider Apples and their Characteristiddany
accompanying black and white illustrations. Fullgdéxed

Order from:www.marcherapple.netSBN: 978-0-9555621-0-5 Published P£&6.00 inc. p&p

A modern masterpiece, combining for the first tithe five most important historical books on the BKcider
apples and perry pears.

The Apples of Englandy H.V. Taylor

Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1938dback, 205 pages, 36 apple varieties as colour
photographic plates. Dimensions: (197mm x 247mmingx 9_ins  ISBN: none

OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £20.00 plus)
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Several reprints means that this volume is readibjlable. Chapters on history, science, cultivatiad uses
plus an index of several hundred varieties (many thast’) featuring details of internal and extelna
characteristics plus references. Also includesefulislassification system for grouping differemtrieties
according to appearance.

Brogdale Horticultural Trust's Website www.brogdale.org

Hundreds of full colour photographic profiles takafruit specimens growing in the National Fruibl@ction
are available to view on the Trust’'s website. Idesah visual reference and for learning about xtereal and
internal differences between varieties. So fay @oime of the apples, pears, plums and cherriésréea

CherriesBy Norman H. Grubb

Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1948rdback, 196 pages, 12 cherry varieties as colour
photographic plates, 40 black and white accompanphotographs. Dimensions: (197mm x 247mm) 7_ins x
9 ins ISBN: none. OUT OF PRINT (second-h&26.00 plus)

Presented in the same formafThe Apples of Englandith an index and identification notes describinvgio
one hundred varieties.

The Plums of EnglandBy H.V. Taylor

Published by Crosby Lockwood & Son, London, 1949dBack, 152 pages, 32 plum varieties as colour
photographic plates Dimensions: (197mm x 247mmins’x 9_ins

ISBN: none. OUT OF PRINT (second-hand 8@(lus)

Presented in the same formaflée Apples of Englanahd the only guide to plums readily available. Very
detailed descriptions of over a hundred plum, gdgenson and bullace varieties, plus chapters on
classification, cultivation, history, pests andedises.

PearsBy Jim Arbury & Sally Pinhey

Published by Wells & Winter, Maidstone, 1997 Harclyal 03 pages, 15 pages of colour illustrationsufdag
55 pear varieties, plus accompanying black andewhitstrations Dimensions: (220mm x 305mm) 8Y%4ns
12ins ISBN: 0-9532136-0-9 Chapters cover gendstbly and cultivation together with detailed notes
appearance, picking and using times and flavemw.sallypinhey.com/books.htm

Apples: A Guide to the Identification of Internatital VarietiesBy John Bultitude

Published by Macmillan Press, London, 1983. Alsblighed by the University of Washington Press tiBga
USA Hardback, 323 pages, black and white profites$ @lour photos of 160 varieties.

ISBN: 0295960418. OUT OF PRINT (second-hand £50l06)

A very rare book. Academic but accessible, exptajrihe accepted modern apple classification sysiéim.
worth searching for second-hand copies on US oadian websites.

Footnote: additional useful books to aid identificéion
Perry Pears, by Luckwill & Pollard/Long Ashton, price £25.00 + delivery £2.50 can still be obtairirom
Vigo Ltd. sales@vigoltd.comTel: 01404 890262 Fax: 01404 890263.

Martin Crawford series: Directory of Apple Cultiva rs, Pear Cultivars, Plum, Cherries, Nuts...
www.agroforestry.co.uk

Apples of the Welsh Marches compiled by the MarcheApple Network (2002)

A delightful book (25 pages) with many colourfulgibgraphs depicting old varieties grown in the ittadal
orchards of the West Midlands and Wales. Thoseded: Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Worcestershire, Wales. Price £4 (inc p&p) frong@ry Kempton (MAN) Brook House, The Red Lane,
Hopesay, Craven Arms, Shropshire, SY7 8iBw.marcherapple.net

Apples in Scotland by John Butterworth (2001)Price £6.95 (inc p&p), published by Langford PreaBN 1-
904078-00-Iwww.butterworthsorganicnursery.co.uk

Plums by Jim Arbury & Sally Pinhey ISBN No 981-04-4907-E 29.36 from
www.sallypinhey.com/books.htm
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The new Book of Apples by Joan Morgan and Alison Rhards

The definitive guide to apples, including over 20@0ieties. An updated version of Joan Morgan’s3L&assic
The Book of Apples. Ideal for the grower, consulased historian and beautifully illustrated. f5ury Press
2002.

Nutshell Guides to Growing Hazelnuts, Walnuts etdy Clive Simmswww.orchardhousebooks.com

SNIPPETS

Local carbon offsetting facility www.localco2offset.co.ukOne of our GOG members, John Connell
(of Classic Landscapes Ltd, Stinchcombe), is piangehis (and may even include orchards to do
this). He is looking for two types of sponsor; doeontribute money to offset their emissions and
to provide land suitable for planting (land musizble to general public).

Creeping buttercup, sedge & rushesre indicators that land may tmo wetto plant fruit trees.

Fruit trees enjoy better drainage when plantedhonnds or onridges (on ridge & furrow).

NATIONAL ORCHARD FORUM NEWSLETTER 11 winter 2008

FEATURE: Register for local apple & pear varieties
BOOKS/CDS - a useful list of the main fruit ID b&skDs for orchard groups to share with their member
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS:

Central Core Network, Scotland & Tayside Biodiver&tartnership
Chichester District Council

Cornwall County Council Orchard Group & Eden Projec
East of England Apples & Orchards Project
Gloucestershire Orchard Group

Kentish Cobnuts Association

Marcher Apple Network

Northern Fruit Group

Orchards Live (N. Devon)

Orchard Link (S. Devon)

Rivers Nursery Site and Orchard Group, Hertforashir
Shropshire Apple Trust

Somerset County Council Countryside Group
Symondsbury Apple Project, Dorset

Tidnor Wood Orchard Trust

Tree Fruit Society of Wales

Westmorland Damson Association

Worcester Orchard Workers

NEW GROUPS:

Colwall, Herefordshire

Mid-Shires Orchard Group

South Warwickshire Orchard Group

EUROPEAN ORCHARD GROUPS

German Orchard Initiative

NEWS ITEMS:

Traditional Orchards have National BAP Habitat &at
The Future of the National Fruit Collection at Bdade
Funding Sources

Technical Advice Notes

Pests & Diseases

Single Farm Payment

Sustains Good Practice Guide for Traditional Ordhar
Professional Fruit Tree Arborists
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Requests from Debbie Bryce (Orchard Protection)

Mistletoe

Triple Bottom Line Accounting

TPO Consultation Paper

National Moth Night

Plum, Damson, Gage, Bullace Collectors/Experts

Schools Orchard Pack

Peoples Trust for Endangered Species Tradionala@d&urveys
SNIPPETS

Email Ann for an e-copy of any NOF or GOG newslestaithcovell@btinternet.com
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