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Somespecial trees of Sicily




Il Castagno dei Cento Cavalli (The Hundred Horse Sweet Chestnut), in
{FydQ! f FA2

One of theg 2 NInRRimportant trees and has been studied for many centuries by artists and
scientists.

Picture from 1780 which appears to show groups measuring the circumference of the trunk.

It has survived a substantial way up on the side of Etna and is now quitéoa aisiction. The local
town has sought professional advice on its care.




It has been recognised advibnumento Messagero di Pace (Peace Monument), BMESCO (17
August 2008)

' CoMUNE DI, SANTALFIO
MILLENARIO CASTAGNO DEI
CENTO CAVALLI

Monumento “Messagaéro di Pace
Riconosciuto dall UNESCO il 17-05-2008
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Beech

Some of the most southerly beech treiesEuropeare on Etnavolcanic soils, and in Madoni and
Nabrodi National Parks on limestaridany of the trees are multistemmed perhaps coppice and
all appeared to beeryhealthy withgood extension growth.

Growing @over 1000m altitudeon the side of Etna ansurrounded by recent lava flows.
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Beechgrowsup to the topof the mountains on all slopes and appetrde just as heléhy wherever
it is found

One location of stunning ancient beech pollaiglsn Piano Pomadyladoni NPg these were
recognised as a Monumenti della Natwad identified to visitors by an excellenformation board.




Oaks

There are sveral locations of ancient pollard oak3ne of the most significant isside an ancient
crater on the western side of Etna where there are approximately 100 trees. dpischthat they
canbe releasedoonfrom the plantation conifer competitionThe \ery rare Oak Polypore
(Piptoporus quercinggungus bracket was found on one of the trees

Another key aea of oak pollards was at Piano Pomo in Madoni National Fhaikarea is famoutr
the Madonna OakMany of the oaks at this location also reguiraloing or release from
competition.




Map of Piano Pomo showing the tourth up to the mountain top passirtge monumental trees.

Holly -a wonderful atmosphericrgve of holly pollards on Piano Pomo

Some of the largest girthed holppllards known in Europe. In the UK holly, along with ivy, was
LINEGSOGSR o6& C2 mMadineval imesand dubsédaehtly WadSweie Greatly valued
for providing winter fodder.



Another2 T { A OA f & Qga@an oAkallardiriths RoyaNdBnfng Forest  of Bosco della
Ficuzzain classic wood pasture.

%01 kavabOees
Trees and lava flowsoften treesactuallytouching the lava are killed bean remain standing while
trees very closby remain alive.




The lava can encircle pockets of $oil<x; of course all thiswas originally lava from Bna which now
stands over 3000m above adjacent sea level.

GerardPassola excavating an individpate seedling in a recent laflaw to show the mycorrhizal
fungi associated with the roots.




Etna BirchBetulaaetnensishasbeautiful white stems when young driovely markings on older
stems.

Or thisendemic genista also on Bna. These are just two of the 19 endemic species on Etna.
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similar to northern Europe.

Fir of Madoni, Abies nebrodiensis

This tree is one of the last remaining 30 trees of this species i#ildQn Vallone degli Angeli,
Madoni.Steps are being taken to protect each tree by fencing and to secure the continuity of the
trees by regeneration of trees.
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diconsimzmeie curmpdar "
Madonins degh Angrhi. Valkwwe Madong degh Avges Momde Cavedde (1737
n-(w;:m-u-(m‘ d.“mﬂﬂ}ﬂdh-?h
4 rntta df v alero b fiow & circa 15 m com rami 1654)

Valuable mnformationprovide byboardsin both Italian andenglistfor local and foreign visitors.

Turpentine pines

AR

A traditional practice for collection of turpentine which led to the development of the nearby town
of Linguaglossa.
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Hazel orchards
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Different styles of orchards presumabby the harvesting of hazelnuts.

Map showing key locations of trees.

Excellent accommodation is provided by small Agrotourismo Guest Houses.

Report by Ted Green, Jill Butler, Graham Bathe and Gerard Passola, October 2011.
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