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Il Castagno dei Cento Cavalli  (The Hundred  Horse Sweet Chestnut) , in 

{ŀƴǘΩ!ƭŦƛƻ 

One of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ  most important trees and has been studied for many centuries by artists and 

scientists.  

 

Picture from 1780 which appears to show groups measuring the circumference of the trunk. 

It has survived a substantial way up on the side of Etna and is now quite a visitor attraction. The local 

town has sought professional advice on its care.  
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It has been recognised as a Monumento Messaggero di Pace (Peace Monument), by UNESCO (17 

August 2008). 
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#ÁÓÔÁÎÇÏ 3ÁÎÔȭ!ÇÁÔÁ or Castagna della Nave is another monumental sweet 

ŎƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘΩ!ƭŦƛƻΦ  

 

Beech  
Some of the most southerly beech trees in Europe are on Etna ςvolcanic soils, and in Madoni and 

Nabrodi National Parks on limestone. Many of the trees are multistemmed or perhaps coppice and 

all appeared to be very healthy with good extension growth. 

Growing at over 1000m altitude on the side of Etna and surrounded by recent lava flows. 
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Beech grows up to the top of the mountains on all slopes and appears to be just as healthy wherever 

it is found.  

 

One location of stunning ancient beech pollards is on Piano Pomo, Madoni NP ς these were 

recognised as a Monumenti della Natura and identified to visitors by an excellent information board.  
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Oaks 
There are several locations of ancient pollard oaks. One of the most significant is inside an ancient 

crater on the western side of Etna where there are approximately 100 trees. It is hoped that they 

can be released soon from the plantation conifer competition. The very rare Oak Polypore 

(Piptoporus quercinus) fungus bracket was found on one of the trees.  

 

Another key area of oak pollards was at Piano Pomo in Madoni National Park. This area is famous for 

the Madonna Oak. Many of the oaks at this location also require haloing or release from 

competition.   
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Map of Piano Pomo showing the tourist path up to the mountain top passing the monumental trees.  

 

Holly   - a wonderful atmospheric grove of holly pollards on Piano Pomo 

 

Some of the largest girthed holly pollards known in Europe. In the UK holly, along with ivy, was 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ CƻǊŜǎǘ [ŀǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǾŜǊǘΩ in Mediaeval times and subsequently trees were greatly valued 

for providing winter fodder.  
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Another ƻŦ {ƛŎƛƭȅΩǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ς an oak pollard in the Royal Hunting Forest of Bosco della 

Ficuzza - in classic wood pasture.   

%ÔÎÁȭÓ lava trees  
Trees and lava flows - often trees actually touching the lava are killed but can remain standing while 

trees very close by remain alive.  
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The lava can encircle pockets of ΨsoilΩ ς of course all this was originally lava from Etna which now 

stands over 3000m above adjacent sea level.  

Gerard Passola excavating an individual pine seedling in a recent lava flow to show the mycorrhizal 

fungi associated with the roots.  

           



10 
 

Etna endemics  

                   

Etna Birch, Betula aetnensis has beautiful white stems when young and lovely markings on older 

stems.  

Or this endemic genista also on Etna. These are just two of the  19 endemic species on Etna.  
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Champion sycamore, Monte Soro, Nebrodi   

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ΨƻƭŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩ ƭƛŎƘŜƴǎ ŜƎ [ƻōŀǊƛƻƴ ǇǳƭƳƻƴŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊȅƻǇƘȅǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 

similar to northern Europe.  

Fir of Madoni, Abies nebrodiensis  

 

This tree is one of the last remaining 30 trees of this species in the ΨwildΩ in Vallone degli Angeli, 

Madoni. Steps are being taken to protect each tree by fencing and to secure the continuity of the 

trees by regeneration of trees.  
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Valuable information provide by boards in both Italian and English for local and foreign visitors. 

Turpentine pines  

 

A traditional practice for collection of turpentine which led to the development of the nearby town 

of Linguaglossa.  
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Hazel orchards  

  

Different styles of orchards presumably for the harvesting of hazelnuts.  

Map showing key locations of trees.  

 

Excellent accommodation is provided by small Agrotourismo Guest Houses. 

 

 

 

 

Report by Ted Green, Jill Butler, Graham Bathe and Gerard Passola, October 2011. 

 


