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Introduction 
 
This report has been produced as a result of a three month study tour, the main aim of 
which was to find out more about pollarding techniques in different European countries.  
11 countries and some 75 sites were visited but inevitably it just provides a snap shot 
view.  Others, notably Carl-Adam Hæggström and Håkan Slotte have also looked at 
pollarding across Europe but their reports have tended to look at a smaller range of places 
in more detail.  In addition, much of their work is not published in English.  I hope that 
this report provides an overview of the status of pollards in Northern Europe and helps to 
put the work in the UK in perspective.  It does of course have many short comings, some 
of which are listed below: 
 
♦ I concentrated my visits to places where pollarding had taken place on species of tree 

that are native to the UK.  This limited my travel to northern Europe but the area was 
not defined by any method other than tree species. 

♦ I was particularly interested in Fagus sylvatica so this also influenced the sites 
visited, especially in those countries where Fagus has been pollarded. 

♦ Generally I searched for pollards of deciduous species native to Britain. 
♦ Willow & poplar pollards were not generally included except in a couple of places 

which were particularly interesting (Hungary) or discovered incidentally (Romania). 
♦ I visited places that I had either been told had pollards or had previously read about.  

Rarely did I actually search for trees. 
♦ Pollarding is not an easy concept to explain to people when the local term is not 

known (or where there is not one).  In many instances I was reliant on a local contact 
or contacts to help locate suitable sites for me to visit and in general this worked 
remarkably well.  However, in Romania this was a problem and led to serious short 
comings in terms of the knowledge gained about pollarding here. 

♦ The choice of places to visit was biased by the knowledge of the people I made 
contact with and their understanding of what I wanted to see as well as my prior 
knowledge.  I hope that they were representative of sites with pollarding in the 
various countries but this might not always have been the case. 

♦ A few places were visited for reasons other than the pollards, for example because 
they had notable old trees or interesting examples of interpretation, but generally this 
was unusual and by far the majority of the sites did have pollards. 

♦ The knowledge gleaned did depend on the language skills of the people I met and my 
ability to understand them.  Inevitably this was variable! 

♦ I am aware that there are some countries I did not visit that are omitted from this 
review, notably Bulgaria and Italy.  In three months it was not possible to do 
everything so I concentrated on places where I had contacts and/or could travel easily. 

♦ Some countries visited (notably France and Spain) certainly have more regions where 
pollards occur that may be different to those that I was able to visit in the time. 

♦ The original intention was to carry out more quantitative work, measuring various 
aspects of the trees.  It quickly became evident that this was not realistic as the trees 
occurred in an almost infinite number of situations and of course the tree species was 
also variable.  Also, lack of time would have made it unrealistic to both do this and 
talk to the owner/managers of the sites.  However, the people I met hold a wealth of 
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information and I hope that this report will tap a little of their knowledge and also 
assist people to find relevant publications. 

♦ I have tried to check as much of the information as possible but all mistakes in 
understanding are my own! 

♦ Inevitably there will be places that readers will know of that I did not visit.  
 
Comments made under the descriptions of the sites are usually the views of the people I 
met but sometimes I have expressed opinions and hopefully clear which are my views. 
 
This report has been substantially longer in gestation than I anticipated and inevitably 
more knowledge has been gained and some situations have moved on.  In general I have 
not updated the report with extra sites and detailed information unless it would have been 
misleading not to have done.  I also hoped that the report would have been properly 
edited and formally laid out, but eventually it seemed more important to make it available 
even though it might not look very professional.  I hope that the result is interesting and 
readable. 
 
Notes on the bibliography 
 The list of references is not intended to be a complete bibliography of published material 
on pollarding.  Those listed are given because they provide more information about the 
case studies described by my site visits or about pollarding in the country concerned.  I 
have also included a few review documents and some UK papers to help the reader to 
access published material in this country. 
 
  
 
  
 


