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 This symposium will explore with delegates the applications of cutting edge tree management, systems and techniques employed by professional arborists.  Indoor lectures will introduce the ideology behind the designation of these trees, identify challenges facing managers and discuss unique, local case studies.  Our specialists will be on site to take you through real examples of the latest investigative technology and to demonstrate practical tree work operations addressing very specific situations.



Symposium Content

What constitutes Veteran, Heritage & Specimen

It is important to understand the factors that determine the identification of trees as individuals or groups in woodlands, avenues, groves, arboreta etc. as veteran, heritage & specimen.  In some cases all three labels can quite easily apply in combination.  This session will establish the necessary criteria for tree owners and managers to determine appropriate systems to identify and categorise these unique, often irreplaceable, plants. 

Effective systems for determining tree condition

Whilst we have an increasing number of important trees classed as veteran, heritage and specimen, it is essential that their care and conservation are determined by qualified and experienced professionals, employing the best of modern technology.  Tree survey techniques and equipment continue to develop to yield more detailed information to inform practical tree management.  This session will highlight the latest technology available to ascertain internal tree condition and formulate plans to conserve trees and associated habitat.

Case studies of local management solutions

This session shows illustrated examples of local trees having been managed to promote their continued good health while allowing sensible public access.  The speaker will discuss taking survey information and converting it into practical reality, such as tree surgery work, footpath diversion/creation, systems for bracing and supporting and public interpretation.

4   Tomorrow’s Veteran Trees
Knowing where today’s important trees are is all very well, but where are the specimen, veteran and heritage trees of tomorrow?  From a visual amenity perspective the continuity of specimen trees in the landscape is increasingly important.  For the conservation of various dependant species tomorrow’s veteran trees are vitally important.   This session raises the issues of planning for the long term future of both trees and the associated wildlife so dependant upon them for survival.


Workshops in the grounds

There are three guided workshops/demonstrations set within a very short walking distance of the hotel.  They will encompass the latest tree investigation techniques and equipment, conservation pruning and subsequent safe retention of trees, whose condition that frequently leads to their removal, and aesthetic pruning of very large specimen trees.  Delegates will have the opportunity to question and observe experienced, qualified arborists undertaking tree inspection and remedial works in situ, working in real situations with bona fide issues of tree health, public safety and wildlife conservation.

 For further details contact Arboretum Internationale Ltd. Tel: 01821 640 555

Conference Synopsis

This conference addresses the processes by which we can identify the requirements for the practical conservation, through both routine and remedial operations, of trees considered to have veteran, heritage and/or specimen value.  The practical management options for individual specimen and small groups of trees may differ considerably from those employed in traditional amenity, woodland or commercial forest settings.  The growing public awareness and increasing professional involvement in the management of ‘old’ trees have led to significant changes and new developments in the techniques engaged to ensure the continued well-being of the trees themselves and the associated flora and fauna.  Having revisited historical management principles and practices and combined them with the best of modern technology, we are now in a position to safely conserve these unique habitats.

The older, mature, native and exotic trees often have the potential to be described as ‘Veteran, or ‘Heritage’:  Veteran describes those trees of extraordinary age for their species, and Heritage alludes to some human, cultural connection (folklore, religious or commemorative). In many cases Veteran and Heritage value may well be found in the same tree.  Urban, sub-urban and rural development and land management practices have created the invaluable tree reserves we enjoy today.  Whilst we should hope to continue to enjoy today’s veteran and heritage trees for many years to come, we must not ignore their basic requirements.  Often as a consequence of the conflict with human demands, water, sunlight, oxygen and nutrients are becoming increasingly unavailable to trees. Natural disasters (drought, storms, pest plagues) all play a part in the normal lifecycle of trees.  Where these are coupled with human factors – pollution, development pressures, vandalism and ill-advised pruning - what chance is there for a tree reaching a ripe old age? 

It is thought that 80% of Europe’s ancient trees reside in the UK: most within 20 miles of a town or village.   Many of the oldest are associated with places of worship.  Indeed Europe’s oldest tree (perhaps), the ‘Fortingall Yew‘ in Perthshire, may be in excess of 4000 years old.  How does that equate with the perception of “old” in terms of man made structures? The sustainable management of this invaluable natural resource requires planning to ensure appropriate and adequate legal protection, supported through education and municipal funding, encouraging cyclical maintenance programs, interpretation and provision for replacement, to set the foundations for tomorrow’s heritage trees.  

Old trees have never been more ‘popular’ than they are today.  We have seen the formation of increasing numbers of well intentioned, local and national ‘old tree’ groups and societies over the last ten years.  The number of high quality publications, illustrating wondrous national and international old trees, is nothing short of astounding, given the level of general public interest only ten years ago.  Clearly veteran and heritage trees are on the public green agenda, and the ‘feel good’ factor continues to grow.  Surprisingly, one anomaly in the growth of old tree appreciation is the absence of a corresponding development amongst our nation’s professional tree managers.  Horticultural landscape managers, foresters, arborists, conservation managers, wildlife managers and the organizations in which they work have been very slow to realise the importance of the veteran and ancient trees in their care and the responsibility they have for them.  They have been slower still to embrace the techniques and expertise available, through which such trees can be properly conserved.

Symposium Programme
09.00 – 09.30
Registration and Coffee

09.30 – 09.40
Welcome (Perth & Kinross Provost)
09.40 – 10.15
What constitutes Veteran, Heritage & Specimen




Mike Strachan Forestry Commission. (1)

10.15 – 10.50
Effective systems for determining tree condition




Bill  Kew-Winder, WKW Tree Services (2)

10.50 – 11.10
Break


11.10 – 11.50
Case studies of local management solutions




Paul Hanson, Arboretum Internationale Ltd. (3)

11.50 – 12.25
Tomorrow’s Veteran Trees




Donald Rodger (4)

12.25 – 12.45
General discussion

12.45 – 13.30
Buffet Lunch
13.30 – 16.30
On site workshops/ demonstrations 

16.30 – 16.50
Refreshments

16.50—17.30
Plenary session

