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Ecology and Conservation Studies Society

Lecture Series, Autumn 2004

Woodland Ecology, Conservation and Management

Held in conjunction with Birkbeck College

All meetings are from 6.30 to 8.30 pm and are normally held in Birkbeck College, Torrington Square, London WC1.  Exact venue to be advised later.

Non-members are most welcome, depending on space available, so booking is essential.  Please contact Jeremy Wright as soon as possible, (tel: 020 7485 7903; email: <wright@britishlibrary.net>), to reserve a place.  

Meetings take place on the following Fridays:

15th  October

“What have we inherited? What will we pass on?”  

An introductory overview of woodland history and ecology, looking at the origins of British woodlands and its past management, the consequences for woodland wildlife over centuries and the implications for woodland conservation management today. 

Jonathan Spencer, Ecologist, Forest Enterprise, The New Forest. 

Formerly with English Nature, Jonathan now works as the senior ecologist for Forest Enterprise in the New Forest. His work originated with the compilation of the Ancient Woodland Inventory for NCC/EN and has since encompassed the management of the New Forest’s ancient & ornamental woods and the planned restoration of the Forestry Commission’s Ancient Woodland.
22nd October

“Survey, conservation and management of woodlands and wood-pasture in Sweden.”  

The lecture will discuss Swedish survey work unique in Europe, how it has been carried out, and its consequences.  Work on indicator species, different approaches to management of ancient trees, Swedish historic land use, and differences between UK and Swedish nature conservation practice
Vikki Forbes, Freelance Ecologist with Pro-Natura, Sweden.  Director of the Ancient Tree Forum.  

Formerly Property Manager for Hatfield Forest for 6 years.  Previously warden at Ashtead Common and Burnham Beeches

29th October

“Ancient Woodland Indicator Species”

Since the initial work by Peterken and Rackham in the 1970s, the concept of ancient woodland indicator plants has become firmly entrenched in conservation thinking.  However there has been little work on what distinguishes these plants from others found in woodland.  Do they as a group have distinctive ecological characteristics?  If so, can we use these to improve our ability to predict how they will react to different treatments or environmental changes?

Keith Kirby, Forestry and Woodland Officer, English Nature, Peterborough.  

Formerly in a similar role with the Nature Conservancy Council from 1979, responsible for overview, advice, research and liaison on woodland conservation and management, and forestry policy development, and for scientific publications.

5th November



NO MEETING
12th November

“The Management of Hatfield Forest - past, present, and future”

The talk will touch on the history of Hatfield Forest, put it into context, and explain the management of the Forest today, concentrating on the pioneering techniques used when managing the ancient pollards.  It will also cover other management issues, demonstrating the complexity of the site and the sort of decisions that need to be taken.  It will end with a look at the future.
Adrian Clarke, Property Manager, Hatfield Forest.  

Formerly Warden at Hatfield Forest since 1992, involved with practical conservation work, and then becoming Head Warden.  He is now responsible for decisions on the direction of management of the Forest.  

19th November

“Large Scale Forest Conservation”    

Forty years ago, nature conservation was centred round the idea of (relatively small) nature reserves, leaving wildlife elsewhere to take its chance.    Since then ecologists have learned about ecological isolation, metapopulation dynamics, the impacts of surroundings on habitat patches, and other large-scale ecological processes, and have become concerned about the impacts of land use on wildlife in the landscape as a whole.  The response has been to develop larger-scale approaches to conservation, such as large reserves and habitat networks.
George Peterken, Independent Ecological Adviser, Researcher and Author.  

Formerly Woodland Ecologist for the Nature Conservancy Council and successor bodies from 1969.  He initiated the Ancient Woodland Inventory and helped negotiate the Government's Broadleaves Policy, which is the basis for native woodland conservation.    Author of many scientific papers and books, including ‘Woodland Conservation and Management’, and ‘Natural Woodland’.

26th November

"Declining woodland birds in Britain - problems and prospects".  

Over the last 20 years several woodland bird species have declined substantially in Britain’s woodland.  The talk will summarise these population changes and review the possible causes.  The potential causes are extremely diverse, ranging from climate change affecting food supplies, through changes in habitat quality driven by deer and lack of woodland management, to increasing predation pressure.  Major gaps in knowledge will be highlighted and prospects for remedial action discussed.

Rob Fuller, Head of Habitats Research, British Trust for Ornithology
Rob has more than 20 years experience of researching relationships between birds and their habitats.  This includes particularly the causes of declines of farmland birds in Britain with recommendations for population recovery, and also the effects of woodland management on bird communities.  Particular issues include comparison of natural and managed forest ecosystems; edge effects; restoration of forest habitats; impacts of deer on woodland ecology; and the ecology of coppiced woodland.
Cost for each lecture: £4.00.   ECCS Members £3.50.  Reduced to £2.00 for students and other concessions. 

