The Ecological Management of Historic Buildings and Sites
8-11 June 2004
The plants and animals that occur on historic buildings and sites are not only important for wildlife conservation but they contribute to the aesthetic appeal and are a valuable educational resource.  Whilst some may be damaging to masonry or artefacts, others are benign and some may actually give protection from erosion or decay.  The course will consider the flora and fauna of historic structures and their surroundings; grasslands on archaeological sites and the importance of old trees; and examine the implications for management.  Lectures will be supplemented by excursions to look at practical examples.  The growing interest in the use of vegetation to protect ruined wall-tops will be discussed, using Wigmore Castle, Herefordshire, as an example.  Many of the plants and animals occurring on historic sites are now protected by law.  Students will learn about the implications for site management with particular reference to bats and their conservation requirements.  

Teaching Team:

Course Leader:  Alan Cathersides, Senior Landscape Manager with English Heritage.

Principal Tutor:  John Thompson, Ecological Consultant who has carried out a number of contracts for English Heritage. Recent commissions have included Wigmore Castle consolidation and Rievaulx Abbey Conservation Plan and Visiting Tutors.
Recommended Reading:
Timothy Darvill
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George Lambrick (Ed.) Archaeology and Nature Conservation  Oxford University Press  1985

Andre Berry & Ian Brown (Eds.)  Managing Ancient Monuments: an Integrated Approach
Clwyd Archaeology Service  1995

William Sutherland & David Hill (Eds.) Managing Habitats for Conservation  

Cambridge University Press 1995

Jane Grenvill (Ed)  Managing the Historic Rural Landscape  Routledge 1999

Helen Read  Veteran Trees:  A Guide to Good Management  English Nature 2000

Crofts & Jefferson (Eds.) Lowland Grassland Management Handbook  

English Nature/Wildlife Trusts 1994

Oliver Gilbert  Lichens, New Naturalist Series Harper Collins 2000

Oliver Gilbert  Rooted in Stone: the natural flora of urban walls English Nature 1992

Arnold Darlington  Ecology of Walls Heinemann Educational Books 1981

Christopher Page  Ferns New Naturalist Series Harper Collins 1988.
Day 1

Tuesday

Afternoon
Lecture.  Introduction to course


Lecture.  Veteran Trees – Introduction and importance


Lecture.  
Veteran Trees – Assessment.  Including excursion around the West Dean Estate.

Evening
Lecture.  Veteran Trees – Summary and Questions
 
Day 2

Wednesday

Morning
Lecture.  Wildlife legislation and the implications for historic site management 

Lecture.  Management of Trees and Woodlands

Afternoon
Lecture.  Bats in Historic Buildings
Evening
Excursion.  Bat Walk on the West Dean Estate, including a visit to a hibernation site in a disused railway tunnel

Day 3

Thursday

Morning
Lecture.  The Flora of Historic Walls:  
1.  Bryophytes and Lichens.

2.  Flowering Plants and Ferns

Lecture.  Grassland Ecology and Management

Afternoon
Excursion. 
Cowdray House Ruins - a 16th century ruined mansion illustrating a wide range of micro-habitats for flora and fauna 
The Trundle – An Iron Age hill fort illustrating different grassland flora and management techniques
Evening
Lecture.  Birds, Beasts and other Creatures in Historic Buildings and Sites
Day 4

Friday

Morning
Lecture.  Techniques of landscape management, including hedging, coppicing, etc. and open question/answer session


Lecture.  Soft-capping:  Using vegetation to protect wall tops

Afternoon
Project.  A group desk exercise, followed by feedback


Final questions, event evaluation.



Issue of certificates and depart.

Cost:

Residential:  £515.  Non-residential:  £410.



Bursaries are available.

