Bats in trees course – second circular

Provisional dates 16-19 September 2003 Horner Woods, Somerset                              Cost £495

A specialist course aimed at professional ecologists, arboriculture workers and ecological consultants.  An intensive three day / three night course based at Holnicote Estate on the North Somerset coast 10 miles west of Minehead.  The course in July 2003 is full so this second course is being run.

Accommodation and meals will be provided in the Lorna Doone Hotel in Porlock.  Indoors sessions will be held a couple of miles away in the National Trust Field Study Centre at Piles Mill, Allercombe.  Field visits will be made into several local woods, where to date 14 bat species have been recorded.  

The course will run from Tuesday evening – Friday afternoon and the cost includes meals and accommodation (excluding Tuesday evening meal).

The aim will be to demonstrate the range of roosting sites bats use in trees and to show participants how to survey and assess woodlands for bats. We will cover exclusion techniques, mitigation procedures and DEFRA license compilation.  Sessions on bat ecology will also be offered. Participants will need to be equipped for lengthy field visits, at times through pathless sections of woodland at night.

Course structure and content will be tailored to the needs of participants.  An information pack, including background reading and proposed course components, will be sent out in advance and participants will be asked to complete a form on their individual interests/requirements and to raise issues not covered in the pack. We will then modify module content and duration to meet individual needs, running parallel sessions when necessary.

Field visits to include:

Day

· Visits to roosting sites and foraging areas 

· Exercises in tree survey/assessment

· Setting out and analysis of fixed point recording systems

· Exclusion techniques demonstration

Night

· Evening/night field trips into the depths of Horner Woods where barbastelle and noctule bat colonies live. Will include barbastelle roost observations, as part of ongoing research work.

· Bat trapping and handling methods will be taught.

· Night-time field survey techniques

· Transect survey exercises 

Classroom sessions to include:

General

· British bats: ecology and identification

· British woodland bats and how they use trees

· How cavities and holes suitable for bats form. 

· Summer and winter roosting sites

· Horner Woods bat research

Survey

· Survey equipment and techniques

· Woodland survey and assessment methods

· Detailed tree inspection techniques

· Echolocation call recording and analysis

Practical conservation

· Tree felling and branch removal management

· Exclusion techniques

· Mitigation measures

· Compiling DEFRA licenses

· Case studies

The tutors are among the most experienced bat surveyors in the country with extensive knowledge of working in woodlands and will include Geoff Billington (Greena Ecological Consultancy) and others to be arranged.
For further details or to book a place contact:

Geoff Billington

Phone 01823 680450   Fax 01823 681429   Email geoff@npennines.fsnet.co.uk
